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PUBLISHED BI-WEEKLY 
 
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
 
  
 
 
 
 TIME DATED MATERIAL – PLEASE DELIVER PROMPTLY 
 

 
 
 

WORSHIP SERVICES 
 
April 20, 2008, 9:00 A.M. & 11:00 A.M.                   Rev. Mark Belletini 

 

“Land” 
Sunday before Passover and Earth Day. Social Justice Offering. Both Adult Choirs (a new hymn  
has been prepared for the Service. 
 
April 27, 2008, 9:00 A.M. & 11:00 A.M.                                     Rev. Wendy Fish 
 

“Talents” 
Leslie Armstrong will sing at the 9:00 service, and the Youth Choir will sing at the 11:00 service. 
New Member Ceremony.  
(Rev. Belletini will be preaching in Kansas City MO.) 
 
May 4, 2008, 9:00 A.M. & 11:00 A.M.    Rev. Mark Belletini 

“Iraq” 
Installation of Dick Dawson as Chaplain (Commissioned Lay Leader). Both Adult Choirs 
 
 
 

� Getting to Know UU meets Sunday mornings at 10:15 a.m. and 12:15 p.m. in Slowter Lounge 
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Wednesday, April 16, 2008 
9:45a  Parenting from Your Heart 
1:00p  Archives Organizing 
5:00p  Memoirs V 
7:00p  AEP Audubon Program 
7:30p  Men’s Spirituality 
8:00p  Women’s Spirituality 
Thursday, April 17, 2008 
9:30a  Improvisational Dance 
7:30p  11 am Choir  
7:30p  Writing for Life (open group) 
Friday, April 18, 2008 
9:45a  Cov Group Curriculum Team 
12:00p Cooking for Faith Mission 
1:00p  DRE Search Committee 
Saturday, April 19, 2008 
8:30a  Zen Meditation 
10:00a Tony Jones’s Memorial Service 
1:00p  Settlers’ OWL Class 
6:30p  Seder Dinner 
Sunday, April 20, 2008 
12:30p Continuing the Path; Teacher Retreat 
Monday, April 21, 2008 
11:00a Gentle Yoga for Cancer Survivors 
7:00p  UU Social Dance; Building Com. 
7:00p  BREAD Team; Reprod. Education 
7:00p  Consulting Minister Search Team 
8:00p  A New Earth Study Group 
Tuesday, April 22, 2008 
10:00a Archives Organizing 
1:00p  Cancer Support Groups 
5:30p  Children’s Choir Supper 
6:30p  Singing Peace Pals 
7:00p  Youth Choir; Zen Meditation 
7:00p  Spirit of Life Class 
7:00p  Women’s Circle (Alice, 895-2109) 
7:00p  DRE Search Committee 
7:00p  Covenant Group Steering 
7:00p  Atheist/Agnostic Group 
7:30p  Men’s Spirituality 
7:45p  Spirit of Life (9am Choir) 
Wednesday, April 23, 2008 
9:45a  Parenting from Your Heart 
1:00p  Archives Organizing 
7:00p  Memoir Writing 
7:30p  Men’s Spirituality; Yoga 
8:00p  Women’s Spirituality 

Thursday, April 24, 2008 
9:30a  Improvisational Dance 
6:15p  Personnel Committee 
7:00p  Soul Collage 
7:30p  11:00 A.M. Choir 
Friday, April 25, 2008 
5:00p  Neighboring Faiths Sleepover 
7:00p  Other Friday Film Series 
7:30p  All Soles Contra Dance 
7:30p  Settlers (30-somethings) Game Night 
Saturday, April 26, 2008 
8:30a  Zen Meditation 
7:00p  Turning of the Wheel Celebration 
Sunday, April 27, 2008 
12:30p YASC (Youth Adult Steering Com.) 
1:00p  New Member Potluck; UU Artists 
1:00p  Nominating Com; COA Ritual 
6:00p  Bridge Club 
Monday, April 28, 2008  
11:00a Gentle Yoga for Cancer Survivors 
6:30p  May 10th Committee 
7:00p  Consulting Minister Search Team 
7:00p  UU Soc. Dance; Grief and Loss 
8:00p  A New Earth Study Group 
Tuesday, April 29, 2008 
9:00a  Newsletter folding 
10:00a Archives Organizing 
1:00p  Cancer Support Groups 
5:30p  Children’s Choir Supper 
6:30p  Singing Peace Pals 
7:00p  Youth Choir; DRE Search Com.  
7:00p  Zen Meditation 
7:45p  Spirit of Life (9am) Choir 
Wednesday, April 30, 2008 
9:45a  Parenting from Your Heart 
1:00p  Archives Organizing 
7:00p  Board of Trustees 
7:30p  Men’s Spirituality; Yoga  
8:00p  Women’s Spirituality 
     7:30p Wednesdays, FOCUUS meets in the 
  OSU Campus area.  Call 447-8407. 
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WENDY’S PERSPECTIVE 
  

   I’d like to put some focus on the story-
telling aspect of our Sunday worship 
services. The Ingathering time that we share 
is designed to do many things. We want our 
young people to know that they are an 
integral and important part of our religious 
community.  We all need a sense of being 
welcome in our church; we long for a place 
where we feel we belong. The Ingathering 
time is one way to convey the message to 
our youngsters that we expected you, we 
planned for you, we're glad you are here. It's 
also a time when we can experience the 
intergenerational nature of congregational 
life. The story is not for the children alone. 
And with worship at the heart of a church, 
the Ingathering time is an informal way to 
convey the "lesson" for the day through 
story and picture. 
   We have great storytelling here at First 
UU Church! In the last nine years, we've had 
three people take on the coordinating role 
for our storytelling: Carole Pruiksma, 
Gretchen Curtis, and now Debbie Shaw.  
They have recruited and scheduled vol-
unteers, coached on use of microphones and 
managing a big group in a little space, and 
spent time learning about the sermon as a 
basis for selecting stories. They have done, 
and Debbie continues to do, terrific work on 
our behalf. We can only guess at the dozens 
and dozens of stories that may have been 
read before the one story for the day is 
presented. Sometimes it is the presenter who 
has chosen the story; often it is the story-
telling coordinator; sometimes a story is 
created from personal experiences.  Signif-
icant time and attention has gone into the 
selection and preparation of the story. We all 
benefit from that gift of time and talent. 
   I want to publicly thank all those who are 
involved in our storytelling. They bring 
richness to our weekly worship. Maybe you 
have considered telling a story, and if so, do 
let that be known. Maybe you find the 

Ingathering story a topic you can use to 
strike up a conversation with our young 
people after worship. Maybe you use the 
books shared during worship for birthday or 
holiday gift ideas. There are many reasons to 
be grateful for that element of our church 
life.  So many little pieces make up the 
whole that is our church.  Each is important.   
   Go gently,

   
  Rev. Wendy Fish 

 
CHURCH NEWS 

 

FROM THE BOARD CHAIR  Two 
important and wonderful events took place 
at the March 26 Board Meeting. First, Dick 
Dawson was approved for certification as a 
Commissioned Lay Leader, a professional 
designation given by our district after a 
period of study and mentorship. This means 
that Dick will be acting as our Chaplain and 
will be performing work in the pastoral and 
ceremonial life of our church for years to 
come. Dick has worked hard in study and 
practice under the guidance of our ministers 
during the last two years. He will be 
donating 20 hours per week to his work with 
us. This is a rare gift to our beloved com-
munity. Congratulations to Dick.  We are 
honored by his service. Please plan to attend 
his commissioning ceremony. 
   Second, the Board voted unanimously to 
propose a Motion for a vote by the congre-
gation at our annual meeting (June 8, 2008), 
to grant Rev. Wendy Fish the designation of 
Minister Emerita of this congregation. That 
would put her in superb company indeed 
with Rev. Carol Brody, our current Minister 
Emerita. I can think of no finer farewell for 
Wendy than this great honor.  
   June 8, will be Wendy's last Sunday in the 
pulpit as our Associate Minister and also the 
date of our Annual Meeting. Please be there 
to make that day special for all of us and to 
honor Wendy's service to this congregation. 
   With Gratitude, Chas Williams 
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OTHER FRIDAY FILM SERIES   
April 25, 7:00pm: Jacques Tati's Mon Oncle 
(My Uncle). Tati, one of France's greatest 
comedians, plays M. Hulot who tries to cope 
with the modern world with devastating -- 
and hilarious -- results. 
 
ANNUAL REPORTS  Committee Chairs 
and Group leaders: It’s time to turn in your 
group’s annual report to Marian Garcia in 
the church office. Please include: the 
group’s mission statement, a list of members, 
and a summary of the year’s accomplish-
ments, activities, and changes. Email reports 
to Marian@FirstUUColumbus.org, or leave 
them in the Administrative Assistant’s 
mailbox in the workroom. In order to 
compile these in time for the Annual 
Meeting, they must be turned in by 
Thursday, May 15. For more information, 
please call 267-4946, ext. 21. 
 
BOOK EXCHANGE Bring One Take One 
on Sunday, April 27. Bring books you no 
longer want; take books you would like to 
read; take more books than you brought –or 
even take books if you did not bring any!   
Any leftover books will be donated. 
 
DRE SEARCH The Committee has 
completed its review of the resumes 
submitted for the DRE position. We have 
narrowed the field and held some prelim-
inary interviews with potential candidates. 
Further, in-depth interviews are scheduled in 
the near future and the committee has been 
excited to share some of who we are as a 
congregation with these candidates.  
   The advent of spring has brought some 
measure of certainty that our work will soon 
bear fruit....and we are hopeful about the 
clarifying work yet to come. Thank you all 
for your support along this path. If you have 
any questions or concerns, please feel free to 
contact a committee member: Charlie 
Haldeman, Sharon Stout-Shaffer,          

Betsy Duckworth, Barbie Luna, Kati 
McGuire, Rev. Wendy Fish, or the chair, 
Kevin O'Neil 
 
SAVE THE DATE  The Building 
Committee will be hosting another work day 
on Saturday, May 3, 9am - 1pm. We will be 
serving a fabulous breakfast prepared by 
Adrienne Novak, starting at 8:30am. Please 
plan to coming and help us clean, paint, 
repair, and do other general chores. Over 50 
people attend the workday last October; we 
hope to have that many or more this time. 
   All tools and materials will be provided. 
Childcare will be provided for those who 
need it. If you are a senior and need 
transportation, call the church office,  
267-4946, ext. 21. Please sign-up at the 
Building Committee’s table in Fellowship 
Hall following Sunday services, or e-mail 
michael@firstuucolumbus.org and let us 
know you plan on being there. Thanks in 
advance for your care and dedication. 
-- Michael Brennan, Administrator 
 
PLEASE help us create a slide show and 
memory book to give to Wendy. 
* Do you have photos that include Wendy 
that we can use? (mark the event/date and 
your name on the back and include names of 
people featured) Photos will be returned.  
* Do you have a special memory that you 
would like to share with Wendy? Write or 
type it (please keep it short) as you would 
like it to appear in a memory book.  
* Place your photo(s) and/or memories in an 
envelope in the Communications Committee 
mailbox in the volunteer workroom next to 
the front office.  
* If your pictures or memories are digital, 
please send them as an attachment (with the 
same information) to Nina Lewis: 
lewis.1010@osu.edu. Deadline for entries is 
Monday, April 21. Questions? Contact 
Jeannie Sperling: 431-7235 or 
jsperling@columbus.rr.com 
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BEING AN ATHEIST OR AGNOSTIC   
This new group, sponsored by AEP, will 
meet the fourth Tuesday of each month, 
beginning April 22, 7- 9 pm. For more 
information, contact Roger Marcum,  
853-9328, or Len Powlick, 451-4045 
 
BLUEGRASS The jam session will meet on 
Sunday, May 18 at 1:30 instead of the first 
Sunday in May. – Carl Yaffey 
 

SOCIAL JUSTICE 
 
YWCA FAMILY CENTER Our 
wonderful volunteers brought some sunshine 
to the center in March! With sparkling 
smiles, they served a delicious taco dinner. 
The first thanks go to Barbara Hunt and 
Bridgette Mazer at Wendy's for their 
generous donation of food. The cooking, 
preparing, serving crewmembers were 
Connie and Francis Connelly, Susan,    
Roger, Brittany, and Brandon Marcum,         
Holly Borghese, Jan Voelker, Candyce 
Walchesky, Claudia Buchmann, Gabe 
Schafer, Sean McCutcheon. Barbie and 
Megan Luna washed dishes. Everyone's 
hard work is preciously appreciated! 
(Claudia Buchmann, is a new church 
member and a new member of our 
volunteers. Welcome, Claudia)  
   If you are interested in a once a month fun 
commitment helping with the dinner for the 
YWCA Family Shelter, please call me at 
274-2457, or email me at 
mccutcheoncathy@yahoo.com. 
-- Cathy McCutcheon 
 
FOOD PANTRY The price of food and gas 
is going up, but the food stamps and other 
income of the poor is not. The “Feed My 
Sheep” food pantry is helping more and 
more families per month, now over 200.  On 
April 6, the pantry helped 58 families, a new 
record for the first Monday of the month 
when food stamps and checks have just  
been received.                                                    

First UU’s help is really needed. Please 
bring food – peanut butter, mac and cheese, 
canned stews, canned fruits and vegetables – 
or write a check for a $10 or $20 bag of 
groceries. Please make checks to the Feed 
My Sheep Food Pantry. 
 
HEIFER INTERNATIONAL has an office 
in Haiti and 11 projects in that country. 
Your contribution to Heifer can be ear-
marked for that country if you wish. 
   And don’t forget to get your gifts and 
cards for Mother’s Day at the Sociual 
Justice Table.  

CONGRATULATIONS  Our School for 
Young Children (SYC) has responded to the 
rapidly changing standards in Early 
Childhood Education by gaining national 
accreditation from the National Association 
for the Education of Young Children 
(NAEYC). This finishes a three-year process 
on meeting comprehensive, although 
sometimes tedious, standards in 10 areas 
such as curriculum, and teaching. Stephanie 
Rottmayer, Director of SYC, shared, “We 
didn’t know how we were going to do, being 
an informal program. But, they must have 
liked us. We scored 100% in two of the ten 
standard areas, student assessment and 
relationships.” 

PEACE CAMP 2008: Application forms 
are on the church website to down-load and 
mail in or drop off (no electronic registration, 
sorry). Camp dates: July 28-August 1 and 
August 4-8! 
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Nehemiah Action Meeting - Monday,     
May 5, 7:00 - 8:30 p.m., Registration 7:15 
p.m., Veterans' Memorial, 300 W. Broad St. 
Carpool from First UU's Weisheimer lot 
6:00 - 6:15 p.m. Free Parking; childcare. 
 
HELP TO REVERSE THE DOWNWARD 
SPIRALs of Poverty, Payday Lending, Lack 
of Preschool Education, and Crime and 
Drugs. Only by overwhelming local public 
officials (all of whom need our votes) with 
huge numbers at the annual Nehemiah 
Action Meeting (THE BIG ONE) can 
BREAD make inroads into these problems. 
   BREAD (Building Responsibility, 
Equality, and Dignity) is the interfaith 
community organization our church and a 
few other congregations founded in 1996 
and covenanted to support.  Each of 
BREAD's now-51 congregations is working 
toward eventually turning out a number 
equal to its average worship attendance.  
First UU's average worship attendance, 
including children, is 480. Our commitment 
this year is 250.  But if each of us attends 
AND also brings friends, colleagues, 
neighbors, and the rest of our family, we'll 
easily surpass 250. 
   A congregation in Fort Lauderdale, FL had 
125% of its average worship attendance at 
its congregation-based     community 
organization’ Action Meeting last year, 
BREAD's sister organization in St. 
Petersburg, FL (a much smaller population 
than ours) had an Action Meeting of 2,000 
just last week. If they can do it, surely we 
can have 2,500 at Vets Memorial on May 5. 
Each person attending, no matter how 
small, needs a ticket. The tickets, collected 
as you enter the meeting, will provide the 
count of attendees and will eliminate the 

need for long lines to sign in.  Get your 
ticket(s) from any member of the BREAD 
Justice Ministry Network, from Rev. 
Belletini, or from the BREAD table after 
every Sunday service until May 5. 
   Get additional information from the 
BREAD table, from any member of the 
BREAD Justice Ministry Network (names 
on charts behind the BREAD table), from 
the BREAD website, 
www.breadcolumbus.org, or from Alice 
Rathburn, rathburna@core.com, 563-0536 
or 895-2109. 

 
CARING CORNER 

 
We are happy to announce the engagement 
of Rich Humenick and Deb Steward. 
 
Our congratulations to Marge Turnbull  
who has been selected as a 2008 Franklin 
County inductee for the 33rd Annual Central 
Ohio Senior Citizens Hall of Fame. 
 
Our thoughts are with Nancy Morr  who 
will have knee replacement surgery on 
Monday, April 15; John McCrystal who is 
recovering from surgery and Marcia 
Sidenstick who is having severe leg pain in 
addition to her elbow troubles. 
 
HELP NEEDED The Caring Table needs 
you on Sunday mornings.  We would like 
two people to sit with veteran volunteers 
once a month, one before and after a 9am 
service and another before and after a 
second service. Please contact Jane Reisman 
at jnreisman@aol.com, or 237-3572, if you 
have any questions or can volunteer. 
 
The next issue of The Discoverer: Sunday, 
April 27. Deadline: 1:00pm – hard copy in 
the yellow folder in the church office; or 
6:00pm – e-mail to olwfire@yahoo.com.-- 
Olwen Firestone, Editor 
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Teaching Sunday School at First UU Columbus 

   This year has been my first time teaching Sunday School here at First UU. I have been a member 
of the team that leads the class for middle school students, a two-year series called Neighboring 
Faiths. This particular class is a study of world religions, and experiencing many of them first hand 
by visiting their communities and services. This year we have attended Greek Orthodox, Jewish, 
Muslim, Amish, Baptist, United Church of Christ, and non-denominational Christian church 
services, and attended the Equinox celebration at our church. We experienced religious expression 
ranging from the loudly enthusiastic, as found at World Harvest, to the quietly subdued, as found at 
Tifereth Israel. Still to come are Buddhism and Hinduism.  
   At each service or meeting, our 6th and 7th graders were well-behaved, attentive, and polite. I 
received more than one compliment about them from members of the host communities. I was 
proud to be with them, and they represented us, and you, well. We have also received a great deal of 
support and commitment from our students’ parents, who have made sure their children were with 
us at various times, dates, and places. Many attended services with us. Without them the experience 
would not have been possible. 
   The Neighboring Faiths class is just one of many. At 11 am, Kindergarteners learn about the Web 
of Life; 1st graders are learning about diversity (see the rainbow mural of their skin colors in Area 
A); 2nd graders study UU history, 3rd graders learn about stories from the Bible, and 4th/5th graders 
have been studying community service and social activism. Eighth grade is the time for Our Whole 
Lives, or OWL, which is Unitarian Universalism’s sexual education class for young people. And 9th 
Graders have their special Coming of Age year. At 9 am our two multi-age groups are working with 
older and younger variations of the UU curriculum We Believe. 
   There are a lot of jobs that need to be done and roles that have to be played to keep a church like 
this one alive, healthy, and thriving. Teaching Sunday School is certainly one of the most vital, and 
the one that needs the largest number of volunteers; some might say it’s one of the more challenging. 
Volunteering to teach, however, is not just an act of giving and service. To be sure, it does take 
commitment, time, and effort. It does require something of the person doing it. 
   But this is not a service that feels like a chore, not something that you do just because you know it 
needs to be done. Teaching UU Sunday School means working with an interesting curriculum from 
which you, too, will learn. It means meeting many people in the church and working with many 
very dedicated, caring, and fun people. It means being a part of some amazing children and young 
people’s lives, watching and helping them grow and develop in their own spiritual practice. It also 
means being part of a thriving, changing, and growing aspect of our church’s life; record numbers 
of enrollment have made this a truly exciting time. 
   Teaching Sunday School at First UU does not mean that you will miss out on the usual life of the 
church. Each class is taught by a team of four, with two teachers in class on each Sunday. There are 
also various special services throughout the year during which the usual curriculum is suspended in 
favor of All Ages classes. Typically, a teacher is actually in class around 14 weeks a year. You can 
teach without feeling like you are giving up your participation in worship services. You will not feel 
alone, or as if the work all falls on you, as the job is truly a team effort. And if you are not sure there 
is one particular age group you’d like to dedicate your time to, people are needed to help with and 
lead the All Ages programs on holiday Sundays and special days, or the children’s program offered 
at 10 am throughout the summer. 
   Come to the Spring Teacher’s Retreat on Sunday, April 20 to learn more and think more about 
how you could get involved in the RE program.  – Gina Phillips 



 8 

MARKINGS 
 

Truthfully, I totally resisted it at first, as an idea way too “over the top.” “Why can’t we, just once 
per year,” John Aeschbury asked us, “gather the same number that shows up for Sunday morning or 
Friday evening worship at the big BREAD meeting in May? It’s just one extra day, one single 
Monday evening. And isn’t social justice work a form of worship anyway?” 
 

“That may be true,” I thought, “but you are thinking WAY too big. After all, there are so many 
other things to do these days. And frankly, sometimes I just want to do nothing at all, since the rest 
of life is a whirlwind of calendars and clocks. And Monday night seems like a good time to do 
that.” But then I remembered: at the Nehemiah Assembly (named after a well-organized trouble-
maker whose story is told in the Hebrew scriptures) they will be addressing many important issues 
affecting our community, but one is an issue particularly dear to me. I’m enraged that the law of our 
land puts people in prison for twenty years for a drug offence, and then pretends (and it is denial at 
the Olympic level) that this has changed them somehow. Despite the fact that a third or more of all 
inmates do drugs while IN prison. This is the new form of debtors’ prison, that merry old practice of 
incarcerating someone until they pay their debt. The way out of addiction is not isolating and futile 
imprisonment, but organized addiction work. Drug Courts in Columbus, such as the one run by 
Judge John Conner, refuse to play this deadly game, and refuse to sentence users to long 
incarcerations. Instead, he requires offenders to live in a place where the real issues of addiction are 
faced, not flippantly ignored, or treated as some sort of sin. The rate of people in Judge Conner’s 
program who return to drug usage after six months is so much smaller than the rate of people 
returning to drug use after 20 years in prison that it strikes me as patently deranged to keep on doing 
what we are doing. The Nehemiah Assembly will be pressuring for such a change in practice. We 
need many Drug Courts, not one. 
 

A community of at least 3000-4000, showing up across religious and color lines … Jewish,  UU, 
Catholic, Protestant, Evangelical, Anabaptist etc can make an actual difference in helping to 
establish social sanity in this regard. The old proverb is true: There is Strength in Numbers. Besides, 
John was right. Pay-day lending, truancy programs…and Drug Courts. Not bad themes for worship.  
 

Try to make plans to go. There will be childcare, yet to be announced. You need tickets; see me, or 
see Alice Rathburn at the BREAD table if I run out. I would like to encourage at least 50 of you 
who have never attended one of these meetings to seriously consider it. I really am convinced it’s 
possible to get 400 Unitarian Universalist there this year.  

  Rev. Mark Belletini 
P.S.:  And don’t forget the Seder on Saturday, April 19, which reminds us that freedom is not an 
individual thing…it’s all of the people who leave enslavement together. Good practice image for the 
BREAD meeting. It’s not too late to sign up. But you do have to sign up. 
 
Rev. Mark Belletini, Senior Minister                  Michael Brennan, Church Administrator 
Rev. Wendy Fish, Associate Minister                  Marian Garcia, Administrative Assistant 
Rev. Carol Brody, Minister Emerita                   Joe Voltolini, Bookkeeper 
Caroline Balderston Parry, Interim Dir. of Religious Education    Deb McGuire, Staff Secretary 
Lori Jones, RE Assistant                        Don Hippensteel, Events Coordinator 
Stephanie Rottmayer, SYC Director                  Naoko Kobayashi, Facilities Assistant 
Tony McDonald, Music Director                    Cathy Hausmann, Facilities Assistant 
Doug O’Neal/Elizabeth Woodhouse, Choir Directors         Bob Graffagnino, Co-Webmaster 
Nathan Hamm, Pianist/Accompanist                  Kevin O’Neil, Co-Webmaster  
Chas Williams, Chair, Board of Trustees                Olwen Firestone, Newsletter Editor 
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This RE page has a number of op-ed pieces by different members and attenders of this 
congregation: I welcome more (and have even added my own)! Please be in touch...

  
 

Teaching Sunday School at First UU of Columbus, by Gina Phillips (see full article on p. 7) 
Teaching Unitarian Universalist (UU) Sunday School means working with an interesting curriculum 
from which you too will learn. It means meeting many people in the church and working with a 
very dedicated, caring, and fun team. It means being a part of some amazing children and young 
people’s lives, watching and helping them grow and develop in their own spiritual practice. It also 
means being part of a thriving, changing, and growing aspect of our church’s life, as record 
numbers of enrollment have made this a truly exciting time for RE (Religious Education, also 
Exploration!) at First UU. Want to hear more? You are very welcome to attend the Spring 
Teacher’s Retreat and Celebration on Sunday, April 20. Contact Caroline Balderston Parry/RE 
Office for details and to RSVP before April 17, if possible. 
 

Reflections on my “Building Your Own Theology” experience, by Jim McCarty (soon to become a 
member.  Over the last several years, I have found myself reflecting on and attempting to refine my 
personal belief system. I was looking for a group that would enhance that quest when I found the 
Adult Enrichment (AEP) course called Building Your Own Theology (BYOT is a curriculum with a 
workbook from the Unitarian Universalist Association). The BYOT sessions have given me an 
opportunity to examine and refine my beliefs within a group of caring, supportive people who are 
also striving to refine their personal theologies.  The BYOT sessions provided a structure that 
prompts self-examination, study, and reflection. I feel my beliefs have become more focused and 
defined. No, BYOT will not answer all of your questions. But, as my group decided: “You will ask 
much better questions.”  PLEASE NOTE: The next Intro to a self-facilitated BYOT class series 
(runs about six weeks) is postponed until April 29, to see if AEP can recruit additional members 
 

Did you know this about Easter Eggs?  Julia Boortz reporting in from Austria, where she is an 
exchange student: I went to an Easter Egg factory where they make over 20,000 eggs an hour. OK, 
they don't actually make the eggs but they take the eggs and color them with machines so that they 
are Easter Eggs. There are single-colored ones but there are also really cool looking multi-colored 
ones. Here parents hide real eggs for their kids for Easter, not the plastic kind like in the U.S. At the 
factory we saw where all the eggs are made (dyed) and learned about the process. We also learned 
that they have to track each egg including what kind of egg (normal, bio, etc), from what country it 
came from, and how big it is (small, medium, large), and which supermarket it goes to. To do this 
they place a stamp on each egg. The tour was in German but I actually understand almost 
everything that the tour guide said. Way to go, Julia! 
 

Parenting takes many resources, by Caroline Balderston Parry 
As many know, good parenting support is not always easy to find. I have been connected with a 
continental parents’ support organization called Hand in Hand for many years and really 
recommend their electronic newsletter Connecting! Some of their booklets are available in our RE 
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Library to borrow. Back issues, great articles, literature for sale, etc are all listed on 
www.handinhandparenting.org. 
 
Our Whole Lives or “OWL” news:  * Gr 8 OWL  teachers report that they had a great class on 
unwanted pregnancy with Barb Avery on April 6. Many thanks to her and also to Mary Jane Elam , 
who led a terrific “show and tell” session on contraception a few weeks ago, in which everyone was 
very engaged.  * The Gr 5/6 OWL class (9:30am on Sundays until 5/18) is having a wonderful age-
appropriate series of sessions. Happy, informed children emerge each week!  * The Settlers’ 
(young adults in their 30s) OWL class on Saturdays is almost finished for this year – but the UUA 
Has just published a new OWL for Young Adults book, so next year we’d like to have a series for 
the 20-something crowd. Stay tuned…   
   Recently Louise Hastings’ son contacted us about making a donation to OWL work  in her name 
–thank you, Louise! We hope to buy some anatomically correct dolls and other needed equipment 
(and would love to have further contributions for further equipment or books….) 
   Does all this make you wish you could take part in OWL? There will be a May 15-17 training 
for Jr and Sr Hi OWL teachers, run by the Ohio Meadville District, to which the OWL Ministry 
team would like to send even more than the two folks already registered – please see the website for 
details http://www.ohio meadville.org/conference/jrsrowl.html; also contact the RE Office or Deb 
Baillieul (447-1223) about your interest. 
 

Quick announcements from the RE world at First UU: Three of our UU Youth traveled by train to 
our United Nations headquarters in New York City for the recent to UU-UNO Intergenerational 
Spring Seminar called Picking up the Pieces: Building a Culture of Peace. Watch for report-
backs from Lydia Delphia, Dylan York and Lindsey Robison soon. 
 

Looking for local ways to celebrate Earth Day? Check out the action at Goodale Park on April 26 
where Now Get Busy! is the theme. Volunteer Activities 8-11 a.m. at sites all over Central Ohio 
organized by Green Columbus; Celebration in the park 12-7 p.m.  In the morning, 2500 
volunteers from many organizations will make a difference: Plant trees, clean up a river, then 
enjoy a free lunch and come to the park in the afternoon for music, speakers, food, fashion from 
trash and more. 
 

After that, come to church in the evening (Saturday, April 26) for Turning of the Wheel - 
Honoring Earth's Holy Days: Beltane Celebration, 7 - 8:30 p.m. Join other UUs and the wider 
community as we celebrate the reawakening of the Earth and return of bountiful life to our world! 
The evening includes readings, songs and chants, meditation, drumming, and dance. Bring a 
favorite one to share and your own instruments if you wish (extras will be available for sharing). 
Open to adults and children ages 8 and older.  Registration is required to help us prepare the space 
and start on time. Suggested donation of $2 per person. Facilitated by Ben and Joann Nagel, 
Gwen Uetrecht.  For more information about the event, please contact Gwen at 614-261-8399 or 
gwenu@copper.net. To register, contact the RE Office at 267-4946, ext 28. 
 
 
Caroline BP is trying to find a date for a second PowerPoint presentation about Mitraniketan, the 
school and community development project she went back to last summer in South India, for people 
who were unable to attend before. Please contact her through the RE Office, 267-4946 x 28. 
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On the afternoon of May 10, First UU Church will host two major  
events in one – the annual spring choirs concert, and the honoring of  
Rev. Wendy Fish as she prepares to leave us.  
 
All four choirs will sing: Peace Pals (youngest children), Youth Choir 
(older children), Spirit of Life Choir (9:00 adult choir), and First UU Choir 
(11:00 adult choir). Between the choir selections there will be testimonials 
on Wendy’s behalf by those who have known the breadth of her impact  
on our church community, including Dick Dawson, Doug Zelinski,  
The Rev. Lee Anne Reat, Rev. Susan Ritchie, and Rev. Mark Belletini. 
Steve Abbott will serve as Master of Ceremonies. 

Saturday, May 10 at 4:00 pm 

Followed by a reception with hors d'oeuvres. 
Music by Wade Jones  

-Transportation can be provided for seniors if needed.  
Contact Dick Dawson: 459-0 787. 

-Childcare needed? Contact Marian Garcia: 267-4946 or 
marian@firstuucolumbus.org 

-Questions? Contact Jeannie Sperling: 431-7235 or 
jsperling@columbus.rr.com 

 

 


