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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

TIME DATED MATERIAL – PLEASE DELIVER PROMPTLY

WORSHIP SERVICES

March 9, 2008, 9:00 A.M. & 11:00 A.M.              Rev. Scott Prinster

“Transylvania”
Scott is a friend of Mark’s and a UU minister (and former physicist) who lives in Madison WI. 
Scott lived in Kolozsvar, Transylvania, for a couple of years and knows the territory well.
9 AM Spirit of Life Choir sings; 11 AM Choir sings; Hour Change: Set clocks ahead one hour. 

March 16, 2008, 9:00 A.M. & 11:00 A.M. Rev. Mark Belletini

“Fame and Obscurity”
Social Justice Offering; 11 AM Choir

March 23, 2008, 9:00 A.M. & 11:00 A.M. Rev. Mark Belletini

“They Didn’t Dare Ask Him”

Easter Sunday The Flower Ceremony; 11 AM Choir

Socinian Communion on the Thursday before Easter (March 20) at 6:30 p.m.

�y Getting to Know UU meets Sunday mornings at 10:15 a.m. and 12:15 p.m. in Slowter Lounge
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Wednesday, March 5, 2008
9:45a Parenting from Your Heart
1:00p Archives Organizing
7:30p Men’s Spirituality; Hatha Yoga
8:00p Women’s Spirituality
Thursday, March 6, 2008
9:30a Improvisational Dance
6:00p Herstory videos
7:00p Ethical Treatment of Animals
7:30p 11 am Choir; Writing for Life
Friday, March 7, 2008
12:00p Cooking for Faith Mission
6:30p First Friday Potluck; 7:30p Programs
Saturday, March 8, 2008
8:30a Zen Meditation
9:00a Coming of Age Teachers
11:00a Parents of Infants and Toddlers
1:00p Settlers OWL Class
7:30p Brown-Emerick Contra Dance
Sunday, March 9, 2008
12:45p Sunday Forum
1:00p Nominating Committee
Monday, March 10, 2008
11:00a Gentle Yoga for Cancer Survivors
4:30p The Artist’s Way
6:30p ABD Canvas Training
7:00p UU Social Dance; Grief and Loss
7:00p Building Your Own Theology
7:00p Program Council; Executive Com.
8:00p New Earth Study Group
Tuesday, March 11, 2008
10:00a Archives Organizing
1:00p Cancer Support Groups
5:30p Children’s Choir Supper
6:00p Ministers Appreciation Com.
6:15p Personnel Com.; Pledge Event
6:30p Singing Peace Pals
7:00p Youth Choir; Zen Meditation
7:00p DRE Search; Spirit of Life Class
7:00p RE Council; Membership Committee
7:30p Men’s Spirituality
7:45p Spirit of Life (9am Choir)
Wednesday, March 12, 2008
9:45a Parenting from Your Heart
1:00p Archives Organizing
7:00p Memoir Writing
7:30p Men’s Spirituality; Yoga
8:00p Women’s Spirituality

Thursday, March 13, 2008
9:30a Improvisational Dance
6:00p Herstory videos; Pledge Dinner
7:00p Soul Collage; Ethical Treat. Animals 
7:30p 11:00a Choir
Friday, March 14, 2008
6:00p Evensong for Families
7:00p Social Justice Films
7:30p All Soles Contra Dance
Saturday, March 15, 2008
8:30a Zen Meditation
9:00a UU Food Co-op; Path to 
Membership
9:00a Financial Planning
1:00p Settlers OWL Class
5:00p SE UU Potluck Reunion
Sunday, March 16, 2008
2:00p CIRCA
Monday, March 17, 2008
11:00a Gentle Yoga for Cancer Survivors
4:30p The Artist’s Way
6:30p May 10 Committee
7:00p UU Social Dance; BYOT
7:00p Building Com; Atheists/Agnostics
7:00p Sunday Sch. Com.; BREAD Team
8:00p New Earth Study Group
Tuesday, March 18 2008
9:00a Newsletter folding
10:00a Archives Organizing
1:00p Cancer Support Groups
5:30p Children’s Choir Supper
6:30p Singing Peace Pals
7:00p Youth Choir; Book Bites
7:00p Spirit of Life Class; Zen Meditation
7:00p DRE Search Stewardship Committee
7:30p Finance Committee
7:45p Spirit of Life (9:00am) Choir
Wednesday, March 19, 2008
9:45a Parenting from Your Heart
1:00p Archives Organizing
5:00p Memoirs V
7:00p Building Your Own Theology
7:30p Men’s Spirituality
8:00p Women’s Spirituality

7:30p Wednesdays, FOCUUS meets in the 
OSU Campus area.  Call 447-8407 for 
details.
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WENDY’S PERSPECTIVE
  
   While visiting recently with two dear 
friends, we talked about their transition into 
retirement, the joys and challenges, the self-
discoveries and changes.  One of them spoke 
of a list he began soon after his last formal 
day of employment outside his home.  The 
list goes like this: retirement, rebirth, 
recollect, reflect, resign, redesign, rediscover,
resonance, revision, reversion, re-image, 
remember, recognize.  It's an unfinished list, 
something that grows as his experiences of 
himself evolve.
   I like his list! I like the idea of creating a 
format to chronicle the phases of one's life, 
the transitions, the endings and beginnings.
Did you find that you resonated with some 
of the words he chose even if you are not 
retired?  I certainly did.  They fit many 
phases of life. All of us, at one time or 
another, have to re-up, refocus, re-imagine,
regroup.  May we find companions along the 
way, from whom to gain wisdom, and from 
whom to gain solace.
   Go gently,

Rev. Wendy Fish

CHURCH NEWS

BOARD of TRUSTEES Summary of 
February 27 minutes
�’ A combined staff report was given by 
Caroline Balderston Parry. It was agreed 
among staff members that the church is to 
remain politically non-partisan during this 
election year to maintain our 501c status. 
She also reported that Michael has updated 
our kitchen to a “commercial” license and we 
have a new renter. He also is working on 
getting the wheelchair ramp up to regulations. 
�’ Rev. Wendy Fish and Rev. Mark Belletini 
attended the district ministers’ meeting in 
early February. Mark is teaching UUism at 
two local colleges and is working with the 

FOCUUS college group on campus.              
�’ A report was given on Dick Dawson’s 
progress with the Commissioned Lay Leader 
position. Wendy spoke of Dick’s role as a 
lay leader. �’ Kevin O’Neil stated that the 
DRE search committee is working through 
the process of finding a permanent director. 
They are on target and will receive 
applications until April 1. �’ Debra Boyd 
reported that the collection rate has 
increased and that we are ahead of this time 
last year. She reported on the progress of the 
Mortgage Loan Committee. Final stages of 
negotiations will be in early March.  �’ The 
board approved the sponsorship for Scott 
Lewis to become a UU minister. �’ Dan 
Hronek and Jim Bailey will be the board 
participants on the search committee for a 
transitional minister.
– Judy Houston, Board Secretary

FROM THE BOARD CHAIR  I want to 
join with Caroline Balderston Parry and the 
Religious Education Council in thanking 
Rachel Tayse Ballieul for her leadership in 
establishing the summer program at our 
church called Peace Camp, designed for 
children K through grade 5. Rachel will not
be leading Peace Camp this summer, but we 
are grateful to have other willing staff to 
continue with this valuable program for 
children, despite Rachel’s leaving. Peace 
Camp emphasizes peaceful means of 
communication in addressing our 
differences, in keeping with our UU values. 
Our culture is much in need of this kind of 
training. 
   I urge all our parents with young children 
to consider sending your child to Peace 
Camp this summer. It’s fun and good for 
everyone. Please see Caroline’s article for 
more information on this important 
children’s program, or talk to anyone on the 
RE Council.
   With Gratitude, Chas Williams
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR for Saturday, 
May 10, late afternoon
“Play the Music, Say the Words”: 
Celebrating Our Time With Reverend 
Wendy Fish *
Memories in words and pictures 
Performances by all four of our choirs!

And we need your help:
1) Do you have photos that include 

Wendy, or of special church events 
held during Wendy’s time with us. 
(Please put your name on the back 
and include names of people featured
and the date or event. Your photos 
will be returned to you.) 

2) Do you have a special memory that 
you would like to share with Wendy? 
Write or type it – please keep it short 
–as you would like it to appear in a 
memory book.

Place your photo(s) and/or memories in an 
envelope and put it in the Communications 
Committee mailbox in the Volunteer 
Workroom next to the front office.
If your pictures are digital, please send them 
as an attachment (with the same information) 
to Nina Lewis: lewis.1010@osu.edu.More 
details to come.  *“Play the music, say the 
words” is a line from Let It Be a Dance, by 
Ric Masten, #311 in our hymnal.

DRE SEARCH  The committee has been 
meeting weekly to plan and carry out
procedures for hiring a new Director of 
Religious Education.  We have advertised in 
various print and online media, in LREDA 
and OMD listings, as well as on our own 
church website.  The chair of the committee 
has met with the Board to share our progress 
and reported to the congregation regarding
committee happenings. We have conducted 
several phone interviews and are continuing 
to narrow our focus with in-person inter-
views.  We are hopeful about the work to 
come and the new possibilities that await in 
the Religious Education arena.                    

SING-ALONGS All are invited to partici-
pate in a new musical tradition – a First UU 
Sing-Along. This is in response to last year’s 
music survey, and in an effort to create 
musical activities outside of the worship 
service. The first sing-along will be Friday, 
March 28, at 7:00pm in the Worship 
Center .These informal gatherings will be 
centered around a particular theme or type 
of music, beginning with a folk-themed 
evening of well-known songs from the 
pop/folk music movement of the 50s and 
60s. We’ll be accompanied this time by
talented guitarist Mark Gaskill.
   Bring the whole family and be prepared to 
sing your hearts out!
�ˆ��Be a Part of the New Music Committee!
This work group -eight members at present -
will help the Music Director implement 
some of the many ideas that came out of the 
music survey and the music personnel 
search process. We welcome all those 
interested in contributing to the music 
program at First UU.
   The committee meets monthly; our next 
meeting is scheduled for 12 pm, Saturday, 
March 15. Feel free to just come and share 
your ideas, or join the committee as a 
member.—Tony McDonald, Music Director

FIRST FRIDAY March 7. Potluck at 
6:30pm; activities at 7:30pm., including:
• Dr. Robert Fitrakis and Dr. Marilyn 
Howard of the Political Science Department 
of Columbus State College who will speak 
on the topic, What Do the March 4th 
Presidential Primaries Tell Us?• Other 
activities for all ages. Please join us.

SUNDAY FORUM  March 9, 12:45pm
Dr. John Quigley, Professor, OSU Moritz 
College of Law, will review the new 
blockbuster documentary film: War Made 
Easy: How Presidents and Pundits Keep 
Spinning Us to Death.
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SPIRIT OF ART  The newly formed 
Curatorial Committee announces the
First UU Members and Friends Art Show.
51 pieces are displayed throughout the 
church from March 1- April 27.
 We wish to thank Myra Hine for years of 

arranging, organizing and hanging the 
church art shows.  As we found this past 
week, this takes a lot of coordination, 
creativity and physical effort. Thank you, 
Myra, for bringing art and beauty into our 
lives. -- Curatorial Committee:  Diana Del 
Bianco, Sydney Schardt, Viki Blinn, Deb 
Baillieul and Melinda Cross.

HERSTORY MONTH Videos: Thursdays, 
March 6, 13, 20, 6-7:30pm in Room 8 
(check your February 17 Discoverer).

WOMEN’S SPIRITUALITY Wednesdays 
at 8:00pm.March meetings will feature 
“Herstory” videos. (See February 17 issue).
And let’s celebrate Spring/Easter by wearing 
our Easter bonnets! – Jeanni Ray, 985-6176

MORE VIDEOS Who’s Counting? Friday, 
March 14, 7-9pm; and Iron-Jawed Women
Friday, March 21, 7-9pm. (Social Justice)

SPECIAL ADULT RGE CLASS Cakes 
for the Queen of Heaven: In Ancient Times, 
a five-session class of UU Women and 
Religion RE curriculum in feminist 
THEAlogy for adults and older youth. 7-9pm 
(time change) on Thursdays, March 24-April 
24, Room 7.  Please register at 267-4946 ext 
28.  Books $15 – order your copy at the AEP 
table.  Please leave your questions at 433-
0363 with your name and phone number.

FINANCIAL PLANNING   AEP and the 
Development Committee will hold a 
workshop, Saturday, March 15, 9-11am. 
Sign up after services or contact Alice 
Faryna, 442-9310.

TURNING OF THE (EARTH) WHEEL
Spring Equinox celebration on Saturday, 
March 15, 7-8:30pm(including singing, 
dancing and drumming). Registration 
required at 267-4946, ext 28 (just leave 
name and number attending).

BOOK BITES   March 18, 7 to 9 pm in 
Slowter Lounge  The topic, "An Era of 
Interest" will be continued for the March 
meeting.  Kathleen Boston, 262-4025

COFFEE COMMITTEE needs new 
volunteers. Meet new people, become 
involved in the church…and all with very 
little commitment. We generally have two 
people working each service (9 and 11); you 
only need to do it one Sunday a month. If 
you can't make it on your week, it is easy to 
switch. People really appreciate your efforts, 
and there are no long committee meetings!
This is an especially good group for new 
members.If interested, or need more 
information, contact the acting committee 
chair, Charlie Haldeman, at 
haldeman.5@osu.edu or 326-2695.

BEAN SOUP COOK-OFF WINNERS!
Danya Furda and Carol Cameron were 
chosen at our soup lunch on February 10.
Each selected a project for the funds they 
raised: Danya wants her share to go the 
Single Payer Action Network through our 
Social Justice Committee and Carol chooses 
a celebration of Wendy Fish's time with us.
Their winning recipes will appear in The 
Discoverer as space permits.
   Bertina Povenmire honored Wendy at the 
soup lunch with a cake reading Loved and 
Loving Wherever You Are.

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
Jan Robertson-Gildehaus, James Davenport, 
Morgen Kuberek, Mary Damer, Claudia 
Buchmann, Amy Cubberly-Yeager, and 
renewing member, Pam Hussen
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AUCTION WRAPUP   It was a rousing 
success, thanks to all of our contributors, 
purchasers and worker bees! Special thanks 
to the Auction Committee: Cathy O’Neil, 
Co-Chair and Silent Auction; Jim Pinkham, 
Computers; Danya Furda, Catalogue; Cathy 
Elkins, Bar Maven; Ellin Ray, Becky Wolff, 
and Jeanne Sperling, Food; Sandy Aska, 
Artist Extraordinaire; Marylou MacDonald, 
Decorations; Dave MacDonald, Carpentry; 
Linda Houton, Paula Hook, and Adrienne 
Novak, Table Decorations and Displays; 
Kitty Durham Jones, Bake Sale; Sue Griffin 
and George Graham, Jam Sale; and Paul 
Delphia, our amazing Auctioneer.
   Special thanks to the Haldeman family; 
and to volunteers: Tom Joseph, Caroline 
Rayner, Jan Fleming, Linda Royalty, Joe 
Heimlich, Katie Swett, Jim Davenport, 
Vickie Stainer, Pat Hoffman, Olwen 
Firestone, Kevin O’Neil, Tim Schmidt, 
Oliver Jones, David Krohn, Bob Rice, Carl 
Faulstich, Malyka Knapp-Smith, Michael 
Wiedenbein, Carole Wilhelm, Jack 
Wisniewski, Mike Bethel, Tina Gratitude, 
Mike Shifrin, Rick Kritzer, Frank Phillips, 
Karen Townsend, Ruth Gerhold, Eve Catus. 
Apologies to anyone I may have omitted. 
Please let me know so I can thank you in the 
next newsletter. This is truly a labor of love 
and your support is appreciated. A special 
thanks to our long-suffering Bookkeeper, 
Joe Voltolini, our Events Coordinator, Don 
Hippensteel, and our ministers, Wendy and 
Mark, for their support, and to Su Farnlacher, 
Worship Committee Chair, for granting 
special dispensation for our Auction skits!
   It indeed takes a village to pull off a 
successful and fun-filled Auction. We 
raised $25,408 after expenses. Wow!
   Remember our next auction will be 
February 21, 2009. Please consider joining 
our Auction Team!  
-- Jo Anne St. Clair, Auction Chair

SOCIAL JUSTICE

FOOD PANTRY The Feed My Sheep 
pantry needs our help, especially with 
“children friendly” food. Please bring 
donations to the Social Justice Table on 
Sunday mornings. If you would prefer to 
have me buy your grocery donation, $20 
buys a large bag and $10 buys a small one. 

HEIFER INTERNATIONAL  One of the 
major components of Heifer’s projects is the 
ethical treatment of animals. This is over-
seen by the Heifer staff. Some breeds of 
animals have actually been brought back 
from the brink of extinction. Recipients have 
been trained in animal husbandry. Our 
contributions have made a difference in 
helping over 4000 families out of poverty 
over the last six years. Be sure to stop at the 
Social Justice table and have Jacques tell 
you about some of these success stories.

THANKS  Another wonderful 4th Friday 
YWCA Family Shelter Taco Dinner was 
cooked and served despite the snowy, icy 
weather! Many thanks to all who braved the 
wintery elements. These fantastic volunteers 
were: Candyce Walchesky, Margaret and 
Charlie and Katie Haldeman, Cheryl 
Roberto and Dave Magee, Allison and Ben 
Roberto-Magee, Connie and Francis 
Connelly, Gabe Shaefer, Sean McCutcheon. 
As always, grateful thanks go to Barb Hunt 
and Bridgette Mazer of Wendy's for their 
much appreciated donations.
   For anyone who is interested in helping 
out once a month with shopping, cooking, 
serving or cleaning for this very worthy 
center, please give me a call at 274-2457.
Very gratefully yours, Cathy McCutcheon
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CARING CORNER 

Happy Birthday to Rev. Wendy Fish who 
celebrated her 60th birthday on February 29;
and to Tex Kohles who celebrated his 85th
on February 21.

Best wishes to Melissa Karas and Tom 
Roberts who were married February 15.

Congratulations to Kirsten and James 
Chan, and their children, Althea and 
Gloria , on the birth of Matilda Rose.

Dan Weist recently was hospitalized for 
emergency surgery. He had an inflamed 
appendix. Harrison Blake (son of Kelly 
Blake) will be getting ear tubes to relieve his 
sinus and ear infection problems. Better 
health to both!

Our condolences to Becky Wolff whose 
five-month-old nephew died March 1; and to 
Suzan McCrystalwhose father died on 
February 29.

Our caring support is with Brenda and 
Roger Snyder. Brenda’s mother is being 
cared for at Kobacker House 

FROM THE CARING COMMITTEE   
We rely on you, a family member or friend,
to tell us if there is something significant in 
your life (joys or sorrows/concerns) that 
should be shared with the ministers and/or 
congregation. Sometimes, we do not act, 
simply because we do not know. Please go
to: firstuucolumbus.org/signmeup/form-
joysandsorrows.htm and click "submit." Or 
call the office at 267-4946 ext. 21, or stop 
and fill out a form at the Caring Table

A GOODBYE NOTE To my friends and 
family at First UU, thank you for giving me 
the courage to grow and become and for 
providing me the shelter and support I’ve 

needed through the last six years. Many of 
you see me with a smile on my face on 
Sundays when I’m running around tracking 
down coffee volunteers or participating in 
membership committee events, the choir, or 
even while serving on the Board for a brief 
stint. Oh yeah, I can’t leave out BREAD or 
the Auction either. Thank you for your 
belief in me. Thank you to the Young Adult 
Group for your wacky warm welcome that 
August morning in 2002, when Michael 
Dobson and company (John, Tiffany, 
Bradley, Stephanie, Ronnie, Katherine, Karl 
et al) welcomed me, literally, with open 
arms. The church provided a refuge for me 
each year when teaching got harder and 
harder and I changed jobs each year, and 
moved almost as much….First UU has been 
my true home here in Columbus, and as I 
return to West Virginia to care for my 
parents and to remove the self destructive 
path I’ve created with my own health and 
multiple careers, I will remember the church 
and the family I gained with such fondness. 
Thank you, Revs. Mark and Wendy, for 
your warmth and kindness. You both have 
helped me reach a side of my spiritual self 
I’d not allowed to flourish until now. Until 
we meet again. (I promise I’ll be back to 
visit) – Malyka Knapp-Smith

HOSPITALITY REQUEST  My name is 
Gina Whitaker, and my husband Ken Hill 
and I are members of the Unitarian 
Universalist Fellowship of San Luis Obispo 
County. We are planning a trip to attend the 
wedding of a distant relative in Columbus
with our adult son, and are looking for a 
place to stay for two nights, April 25 and 26. 
I was wondering if we could find a kind
member of your church who has room for 
the three of us. We would happily make a
donation to the church for some assistance.
Please reply to paganspirit@ginanken.com.
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          MARKINGS

Apparently, our Easter this early, March 23rd, is so rare that it will not happen again until the 
year 2228 C.E. This makes it special, to be sure, but I hope it’s not snow in the buttercups that 
makes it so. I have already started worrying about a “white Easter.”

So, for those of you who are new to the congregation, let me tell you how we do Easter around 
here. Folks bring a cut flower for every member of their party, to be placed in vases which are 
then brought to the front, blessed, and then distributed, a ceremony that dates from the early 
1920s in Prague’s Unitarian Church. Not too many flowers from local gardens this year, I guess,
but bring what you can get. It's usually overwhelmingly beautiful.

Passover is later this year, so the annual Seder is not until the end of April (Friday, the 25th) but 
the Socinian Communion ceremony will take place as usual on the Thursday before Easter
(March 20) at 6:30 PM before one of our choir practices. We were called Socinians before we 
were called either Unitarians or Universalists, and this ceremony, which does not use the 
imagery often associated with the sharing of bread, was a hallmark of their worship.

My time in Santa Barbara with the Large Church ministers was productive, informative, exciting 
and energizing. I can’t deny that the very fact that Santa Barbara is flower-deep in verdant spring, 
and that I spent one of the free times in our busy schedule picking tangerines and grapefruit in a 
scented warm orchard, may have contributed something to this energizing, but the program was 
terrific. And some of the colleagues who gathered there I’ve known for as long as 38 years!

Best, 

Rev. Mark Belletini

Rev. Mark Belletini, Senior Minister Michael Brennan, Church Administrator
Rev. Wendy Fish, Associate Minister Marian Garcia, Administrative Assistant
Rev. Carol Brody, Minister Emerita Joe Voltolini, Bookkeeper
Caroline Balderston Parry, Interim Dir. of Religious Education Deb McGuire, Staff Secretary
Lori Jones, RE Assistant Don Hippensteel, Events Coordinator
Stephanie Rottmayer, SYC Director Naoko Kobayashi, Facilities Assistant
Tony McDonald, Music Director Cathy Hausmann, Custodial Assistant
Doug O’Neal/Elizabeth Woodhouse, Choir Directors Bob Graffagnino, Co-Webmaster
Nathan Hamm, Pianist/Accompanist Kevin O’Neil, Co-Webmaster
Chas Williams, Chair, Board of Trustees Olwen Firestone, Newsletter Editor
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ANNOUNCING PEACE CAMP IV ! In the summer of 2005, the first, one-week-long First 
UU Peace Camp was organized and run by our DRE Rachel Tayse-Baillieul, with initial and 
continuing support from Rev. Wendy Fish and the help of many volunteer teachers, parents and 
youth. Rachel also directed our special UU Peace Camp II in July 2006 (I was able to glimpse it 
briefly as I came here to meet with the Interim Search Committee), and then she accepted the 
role again last summer, when Peace Camp III moved from a one-week to a two week (repeat) 
program – and was over-enrolled! Ironically, because of my trip to India, I was only able to see 
the finale of the second week of Peace Camp III, but it was a happy time (and Sunday School has 
welcomed two or three new families into our program from Peace Camp!).

Now I am delighted to announce that the new co-directors of Peace Camp 2008 are Angie Gill 
and Cindy Dillard. Rachel’s directorship has been skilled and loving, and we thank her 
enormously for her vision and leadership. However, Rachel has done this important work for the 
last two years in tandem with her now 2-year-old, Lil, and it’s time to let being a mother 
predominate. To Rachel and Lil – and Alex! – have a great family-centered summer, and know 
how grateful we are for your pioneering role in bringing our Peace Camp to life.

This summer’s Peace Camp will again run for two weeks, July 28-August 1 and August 4 -8. 
The overall age range for Peace Camp IV will be the same as before (children who have 
completed Kindergarten through Gr 5), but the leaders are interested in a different age structure. 
PLEASE GIVE US YOUR FEEDBACK ON THIS PROPOSAL SOON! While Peace Camp 
embraced children from such a wide age range, despite the many good aspects of its family-style 
groupings, the older children were somewhat limited in what they could explore. The activity 
level has usually had to be aimed at about Grade 2. This year’s co-directors, with my support, 
propose to have one week of Peace Camp IV be programmed for children from K-Grade 2, 
and the other for Grades 3-5. However, the co-directors are willing to include a family group 
that is wider than the preferred age range in a given week, if that is the best solution for a 
particular family. We eagerly await your input before making final plans.

(From the RE Council minutes of November 13, 2007; adapted February 2008)
“RE Council of the First Unitarian Universalist Church of Columbus expresses its 
wholehearted support of the summer Peace Camp program and its (past) director, Rachel 
Tayse-Ballieul. Peace Camp is a valuable part of the church, in that it provides a service to First 
UU members and outreach to the surrounding community. Peace Camp also fills a programming 
void in the summer, giving children the opportunity to participate in spiritually-based activities 
outside of regular services.” We reinforce the Peace Camp 2007 evaluation that “the content and 
format were appealing and accessible to children and adults.” We need to provide every 
opportunity for our children to find the peacemaker within.

We offer the comments of young camp participants to support our assertion: “I liked the 
activities and meditating and the walk! It was all really fun!! The snack was good to[o]!”
“I liked the ‘me’ posters.” “Different activities every day.” "Friendly, diver[se], peaceful"
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SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS NEWS: Our faithful Religious Education (RE) Assistant, Lori 
Jones, has just received our 200th registration for the RE year 2007-08, and we aren’t at the 
end of the year yet! Of that number, about 20 are registered for our two 9 am classes.

Have you seen the wonderful rainbow mural created to demonstrate all the skin colors of the 
children in Gr 1 at 11 am?They are engaged with the Rainbow Children UU curriculum. Their 
mural is on display in the Sunday School Info Area (aka room B outside the kitchen). 

The Gr 6-7-8 Neighboring Faiths class teachers say they're having a very exciting study of 
fundamentalism: "our seven student visitors were respectful and attentive, as always, at World 
Harvest Church on February 24, which included 30 minutes of Christian rock/pop music and an 
hour-long sermon." On Sunday, March 2 they visited the Beachy Amish Mennonite Fellowship 
in Plain City, and will share observations of these two very different fundamentalist 
congregations in class back at First UU on March 9. (from teacher Carol Robison, who says both 
visits will make “good discussion material. But I’m more grateful than ever to be a UU.”)

Note that the Neighboring Faiths and 11am Kindergarten classes have swapped classrooms, 
due to the enormous size of the younger group (15-20 in attendance each week!). Starting next 
week, the 11 am Neighboring Faiths class will meet in Rm 5, and the 11am Ks are already in the 
much more spacious Rm 9. After March 2, their teacher Susan Closson wrote: We looked at and 
touched each of the pet rodents, including a hairless rat, and Zach drew a picture of a rodent for 
our Nature Poster. We went outside to search for animal footprints (such a nice warm day!), but 
I think they have melted with the snow. Many children proudly showed us their pet rodents.

They really sit quietly to hear the continuing saga of Charlotte’s Web. Today Templeton the Rat 
saved Charlotte ’s life by having collected a rotten smelly goose egg -- which is what rats do! We 
don’t need to dislike or be afraid of rats. They do some good things too.

Many thanks to our custodial staff for their flexibility in setting up these classrooms and all their 
work to ensure our Sunday school classes run smoothly, with suitable equipment!

Another big “thank you!” from the 8th grade OWL class to Tanya Rable-Collins for coming 
in to talk about pregnancy and birth. She brought great visual aids, including a DVD of a 
baby being born under water, and even a real placenta, which several people touched with gloved 
hands, a little squeamishness and a lot of interest. Teacher Deb Baillieul commented, “No one is 
going to go into childbearing without remembering her presentation!”

Our 11 am Gr 3 class is studying the “Timeless Themes” UU curriculum about the Bible, and 
hearing both Old and New Testament stories. On March 2 they talked about resisting temptations 
and moral dilemmas, after learning about the temptations of Jesus. Our 11 am Gr 2 class, 
studying “A Stepping Stone Year” UU curriculum, learned about Lewis Lattimer, a UU who 
invented the filament in electric light bulbs. “Like electricity, we talked about how we are all 
connected and played games to emphasize that,” said teacher Scot McLemore.

Finally, I was privileged to watch the Older 9 am Multi-age class perform a play on March 2 
about a greedy king who had to learn a hard lesson about sharing his wealth and abundant food 
with his starving peasants. Enthusiastic actors passed out a “feast” of symbolic nursery building 
blocks to all the audience who gathered at 10:15am. Way to go, rulers, hunters, servants, wise 
people and especially barking dogs – and creative teachers!

  

    Caroline Balderston Parry
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Each of Us Is a Keeper of the Hall

Commitment Sunday, April 6

   In a society that has competition as a basic organizing principle, the concept of a common-
wealth - shared resources and responsibilities as a fundamental part of community life -  often 
eclipsed by the limited focus of “looking out for Number One.” Yet any Unitarian Universalist 
congregation is inherently a commonwealth, an intentional gathering of people with shared 
values. And these shared values - our Principles - recognize that each of us has individual needs 
that we count on the church community to fulfill, in various ways, through the power of shared 
resources.
   A walk through the hallways of the church at any hour on any day provides evidence of this. In 
this room, demonstrating the folk wisdom of “many hands make light work,” members are 
preparing a mailing; in that room, elders of the congregation meet for a lecture and discussion 
over lunch. From this room to the right, paper rustles below the enthusiastic voices of children 
learning through play; in another room, a committee in quiet discussion tests possibilities for 
social action. Outside this room, a sign indicates the presence of a grief support group; down 
another hallway, in the privacy behind closed doors, Rev. Mark or Rev. Wendy listens to the 
fearful concerns of a parent for her teenager.
   An evening walk past Fellowship Hall reveals a group sitting silently, meditating, while on 
another evening the same room vibrates with lively music and the laughter of contra dancers. 
Other nights, guest speakers address people from throughout the city on issues of national or 
international importance. Weekends, the clatter of pans and cooking utensils from the kitchen 
announces preparation of a hot meal for needy residents of Faith Mission, and the next morning a 
group of teachers and mentors develops an educational curriculum for youth. 
   And each Sunday, as the harmonies of one of our outstanding choirs fill the Worship Center, 
members and friends clasp hands at the conclusion of a service that has challenged, inspired, or 
comforted them, reaffirming our commitment to each other, and to our lives and work beyond 
these walls. 
   That commitment is embodied in the concept of stewardship: being responsible for the 
management of another person’s property, finances, or other affairs. As a congregational church, 
we develop and direct our affairs, and thus each of us is a steward - from the Old English 
meaning “keeper of the hall” - of this church community. Each of us is responsible for its 
continued well-being, determined by our annual financial pledge commitment to its support.
   On April 6, we will gather for Commitment Sunday, a sharing of our gifts and resources to 
support our church in the coming year. We will gather to imagine our future and to contribute to 
the commonwealth that is First Unitarian Universalist Church of Columbus. You will have the 
opportunity that day to tell our Board of Trustees - stewards we have chosen to carry out the 
details of our shared goals - how to allocate our finances for the coming year.
   Last autumn, dozens of members gathered to imagine a future offering more diversity in 
spiritual opportunities, a deeper commitment to living our faith, and improved staffing. From 
those imaginings came a series of goals: appropriate salaries to a well-qualified Director of 
Religious Education and Interim Minister; just salaries reflecting the responsibilities, talent and 
experience of our ministers and hard-working staff; funding of our four music staff so we can 
continue to increase our musical offerings, especially among our children; paying our fair share 
to the Ohio-Meadville District, a source of training and leadership development; and additional 
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progress toward paying our fair share to UU Association, whose knowledgeable and supportive 
staff deserve fair compensation as well.
   Halls are large gathering places as well as connections between rooms, and these dual 
definitions capture both the power of common purpose and the communal ties we have to each 
other. Whether in the halls that link the smaller spaces where we work and learn and play, or in 
the grand hall of our Worship Center where we reflect on and refresh our spiritual lives, we build 
a commonwealth not simply through our shared principles but through our shared responsibility 
for - our stewardship of - this place and those we entrust to serve it. Commitment Sunday will 
provide the opportunity for each of us to sustain that commonwealth in a special worship service.
   Imagine our future. Imagine how, in your annual pledge to your church, your gift becomes 
something that will be given back to you throughout the coming year. Imagine that.

-- Steve Abbott

And imagine our future as we receive these special offers: 1) For every adoption by a pledging 
unit of an animal from the Franklin County Humane Shelter, between now and Commitment 
Sunday, Nancy Fritz will personally donate $25 to the church above and beyond her already 
generous pledge; 2) George Byrd, Realtor, offers to donate 10% of any commission from a house 
sold or bought by a church member; and 3) Mary McMichael Liston, Realtor, offers to give 10% 
of any commission from a sale or referral from a member.

PLEDGE INFO PARTIES
Plan to attend one of the Pledge Parties listed below. Enjoy food, fellowship, and learn more 
about the church budget, priorities, fair compensation and the impact of your valued 
contributions. There will be opportunities to ask questions and to make your pledge if you are 
ready. Commitment Sunday is April 6.)
�x��Friday, March 7, at 6:30 pm First Friday potluck (no RSVP needed) 
�xThursday, March 13, at 5:45 pm Supper provided – Fellowship Hall 
�xSunday, March 30, at 12:45 pm Simple lunch followed by children’s activities while adults     

talk. Room 9 

RSVP to Marian to let us know which event you plan to attend, how many are in your party, and 
any need for childcare or a ride to the event. 614-267-4946 x21 or marian@firstuucolumbus.org

The next issue of The Discoverer will be published March 16.
Deadlines for submitting articles are as follows:

Sunday, March 16, 2008
�¾1:00pm– Hard copy (typed or clearly printed) in the yellow folder in the church office.
�¾6:00pm– e-mail to olwfire@yahoo.com.   
If possible, please include your article in the body of the e-mail rather than as an attachment.


