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WORSHIP SERVICES 
 
 December 2, 2007, 9:00 A.M. & 11:00 A.M.        Rev. Wendy Fish  
 

“Untangling Marionettes” 
9:00 AM Choir;  11:00 AM Choir 
 
 December 9, 2007, 9:00 A.M. & 11:00 A.M.                  Rev. Mark Belletini 
 

“On Violence” 
Hannukah 
 
 December 16, 2007, 9:00 A.M. & 11:00 A.M.                 Rev. Mark Belletini 
 

“Radical Ideas” 
 
Getting to Know UU meets Sunday mornings at 10:15 A.M. and 12:15 P.M in Slowter Lounge 
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Worship Services - Sunday, 9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. 
Wednesday, November 28, 2007 
1:00p  Archives Organizing 
7:00p  Memoir Writing; Board of Trustees 
7:00p  Gender Talk; Artist’s Way Intro 
7:30p  Men’s Spirit.; Yoga 
7:30p  FOCUUS (offsite, 234-380-7851) 
8:00p  Women’s Spirituality 
Thursday, November 29, 2007 
9:30a  Improvisational Dance 
6:00p  “Powers of the Universe” video 
6:30p  Personnel Committee 
7:00p  Soul Collage 
7:30p  11 am Choir 
Friday, November 30, 2007 
5:00p  RE Overnight 
6:00p  Evensong; Settlers (30-somethings) 
7:00p  Other Friday Film Series 
Saturday, December 1, 2007 
8:30a  Zen Meditation 
9:30a  Memorial Garden Workday 
9:30p  Spirit of Life Choir Rehearsal 
Sunday, December 2, 2007  
12:30p YASC (Youth Adult Steering) 
Monday, December 3, 2007 
11:00a Gentle Yoga 
6:30p  BREAD Annual Assembly (offsite) 
7:00p  UU Social Dance 
Tuesday, December 4, 2007 
10:00a Archives Organizing 
1:00p  Cancer Support Groups 
5:00p  Memoirs V 
5:30p  Children’s Choir Supper 
6:30p  Singing Peace Pals 
7:00p  Caring Committee; Youth Choir 
7:00p  Social Justice Com; DRE Search 
7:00p  Arts & Space Committee 
7:30p  Men’s Spirituality; Zen Medit. 
7:30p  Worship Committee 
7:45p  Spirit of Life Choir (9 am) 
Wednesday, December 5, 2007 
1:00p  Archives Organizing 
7:30p  Men’s Spirit.; Hatha Yoga 
7:30p  FOCUUS (offsite, 234-380-7851) 
8:00p  Women’s Spirituality 
 

 
Thursday, December 6, 2007 
9:30a  Improvisational Dance 
6:00p  “Powers of the Universe” video 
7:30p  Writing for Life; 11:00a Choir 
Friday, December 7, 2007 
9:45a  Covenant Group Curriculum 
12:00p Cooking for Faith Mission 
6:30p  First Friday Potluck 
7:30p  First Friday Programs 
Saturday, December 8, 2007 
8:30a  Zen Meditation 
Sunday, December 9, 2007 
12:45p Sunday Forum 
1:00p  New Member Potluck 
4:00p  CHOIR CONCERT 
7:00p  Artist’s Way Intro 
Monday, December 10, 2007 
11:00a Gentle Yoga for Cancer Survivors 
7:00p  Grief and Loss; Program Council 
7:00p  UU Social Dance 
Tuesday, December 11, 2007 
9:00a  Newsletter folding 
10:00a Archives Organizing 
1:00p  Cancer Support Groups 
7:00p  Adult Enrichment Committee 
7:00p  Membership Com; DRE Search 
7:30p  Zen Meditation 
7:45p  Spirit of Life Choir 
Wednesday, December 12, 2007 
10:30a Statement mailing 
1:00p  Archives Organizing 
7:00p  Memoir Writing; Exec. Com 
7:30p  Men’s Spirit.; Yoga 
7:30p  FOCUUS (offsite, 234-380-7851) 
8:00p  Women’s Spirituality 
 

Next issue: December 9, 2007 
Deadlines: 

1:00pm - hard copy in church office 
6:00pm - e-mails, olwfire@yahoo.com 
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WENDY’S PERSPECTIVE 
 

   I remember when my elementary school-
age children lay on their bellies on the 
kitchen floor poring over a toy catalogue. 
They were dreaming about gifts that might 
come their way at holiday time.  As young 
adults, they still make holiday wish lists at 
my request, and how different those lists 
look now!  Many of us don’t put time or 
energy into a wish list, but in case you do, I 
want to suggest several items you might 
want to include. 
   There’s a Large Church Conference 
coming up March 13-16 for Unitarian 
Universalists, and you might make attending 
it a priority.  Perhaps you could wish for gas 
money for the carpool that will take us from 
this church to Louisville, Kentucky, the site 
of this national conference.  Or ask for a 
night or two of lodging money so you can 
attend some of the thirty-two workshops that 
will be offered.  Registration funds will be 
needed, too.  It’s a lot to budget for, I know. 
That’s why I’m suggesting this conference 
as an item on a holiday wish list. 
   This church has been well represented in 
the every-three-year cycle of large church 
conferences, and we’ve benefited greatly 
from the ideas that have emerged from these 
gatherings.  Both staff and laity usually 
attend, and we not only deepen connections 
with those in our own parish, but also we’re 
energized by the exchange of ideas, 
inspiring worship, and practical help that’s 
available from conference presenters and 
participants. 
   As we work toward a just and sustainable 
world, we can receive food for the journey 
at such an event.  I hope you will consider 
attending!  More information is available at 
uua.org under “Events.”  Oh, and if you 
want to be a secret Santa, any number of 
church leaders can help! 
   Go gently,

          
     Rev. Wendy Fish 

CHURCH NEWS 
 
GREEN NEWS  If you look closely in 
Fellowship Hall, you may notice a few 
changes.  We have replaced the 300 watt 
incandescent bulbs in the main light fixture 
with 55 watt “circline” fluorescent bulbs.  
We also traded the incandescent bulbs in the 
sconces and overhead spots with compact 
fluorescent bulbs.  With these changes, our 
electricity use for illuminating this space 
will drop by 55% or more.  The new bulbs 
have a rated life span equal to 10 of the 
incandescent bulbs they replace, meaning 
we’ll have to buy many fewer bulbs.  The 
new lights also generate a lot less heat, 
saving additional on summer cooling costs – 
as well as making dancing more comfortable. 
Green Hint  December 8, 2007 has been 
designated the International Day of Action 
for Global Warming.  In honor of this event, 
why not consider replacing the old style 
bulbs in your home with compact fluores-
cents.  They are available everywhere in 
many styles and intensities.  It’s a good 
thing for the planet – and you’ll save money! 
 
THIRTY SOMETHINGS   “Settlers” 
Friday, November 30, 6pm-8:30pm, Room 
7 or 8 with Rev. Wendy Fish and Janis Hall-
Fuller.  Those of us in our thirties have our 
own particular goals, needs and gifts. Many 
of us are putting down roots or committing 
to long-term endeavors.  Whether you feel 
this fits you or not, we invite you to gather 
as a community within the larger church 
community. Let's break bread together, 
socialize, and enjoy some slow time for 
conversation about our holiday joys and 
challenges. We'll also learn more about the 
Our Whole Lives class for “30-somethings” 
coming up in January. Bring your beverage 
of choice and munchies to share.  We'll 
order pizza and share the cost.  
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“WAY OUT WEST” Laurel and Hardy’s 
film will be featured at the Other Friday 
Film Series on Friday, Nov. 30, 7:00pm 
 
2007 WORLD AIDS DAY  There will be a 
candlelight vigil to commemorate this day, 
5 - 7 pm, Saturday, December 1, at the 
Topiary Park at Town and Washington 
behind the Main Library. Following the vigil 
there is an interfaith community service at 
the Broad Street Methodist Church. All are 
welcome. Call Laurie Weltlin with questions 
at 893-4320. 
 
MEET THE ARTIST  Chat with the 
current exhibiting artist, Jesse Chandler. 
after the 11:00am service on December 2. 
Don't miss this great opportunity to discuss 
her work and her exhibit, Dangerous.  Stay 
for refreshments in Fellowship Hall 
 
FIRST FRIDAY December 7, 2007     
6:30pm – Potluck Supper 
7:30pm – Decorating the church                   
for the holidays.  Activities for all ages.  
 
AMAHL AND THE NIGHT VISITORS  
by Gian Carlos Menotti, is being presented 
(in English) at the North UU Congregation 
on Friday, December 14 and Saturday 
December 15, at 7:30pm. Admission is free 
with a suggested donation of $15.00 for 
adults and $5.00 for children. Address: 
1574 Franklin St., Lewis Center, Contact 
Administrative Assistant Jeri Dill at 
nuucjdill@aol.com with questions. 

TALKING ABOUT GENDER  You are 
invited to an interactive presentation with 
Say Carnahan and Lesley Bart of the OSU 
Department of Women's Studies on 
November 28, 7-9pm.  This Adult 
Enrichment program will investigate what 
we think we know about boys and girls, men 
and women.  What are the myths and 
misconceptions about gender? 

SPECIAL INVITATION to Parents of 
Recent High School Graduates.  Many of 
your young people have been away at 
college for several months.  Share your 
experiences with this life change.  Debrief 
from Thanksgiving, share successes and 
challenges, help us to plan a dinner at 
church for you and yours while they are 
home on vacation.  Join us December 16, 
4:00 to 6:00pm in Room 7. 

BOOKBITES :  December 18 in Slowter 
Lounge, 7:00 to 9:00 pm.  Annual Book 
Exchange (select and gift wrap a book from 
your own shelves that you can spare) and 
bring a seasonal reading to share.    
Questions:  Call Kathleen Boston, 262-4025. 
 
FIRST UU COOKBOOK is for sale at the 
BUUkstore and at a special table throughout 
the holiday season.  It can also be ordered 
and delivered, locally, via the church office 
and by calling Linda Royalty at 888-8075. 
 
ENTERTAINMENT BOOKS  are on sale  
through 12/7.  There are just a few left!  
Coupons are good for 50% off at many 
places, including: Ballet Met, Opera 
Columbus, OSU Theater, Otterbein College 
and Capital University basketball games, 
Disney on Ice, Pro Musica, restaurants, 
pizza shops, etc. etc.  These books make 
great gifts. Coupons are good through 
Nov.11, 2008.   Karin Erickson, 833-6479. 
 
NEW COURSE FOR WOMEN 
A Course in Discovering and Nurturing 
Your Creative Self, “The Artist’s Way,” 
based on the book by Julia Cameron, has 
been offered in many UU churches.  Jo 
Dickinson and Judy Fettman will meet with 
women who are interested in a Winter ’08 
AEP course featuring creative experiences 
adapted from Cameron’s book and her more 
recent books.  Join Judy after church on 
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Sunday, December 2, or Jo and Judy 
together on Wednesday, December 12, at 
7:00 pm to talk about course content and 
scheduling times.  Contact Jo at 888-7677 or 
Judy at 769-2729. 
 
COA BEAN SOUP SALE  Bottles of 
delicious 6-Bean Soup made by the Coming 
of Age Class will be for sale in Fellowship 
Hall on December 2 and 9 after each 
Worship service. A great and affordable 
holiday gift at $10 a bottle and it supports 
the Coming of Age program. Contact Nina 
Lewis at 263-7407 with questions. 
 
UU SOCIAL DANCE will be meeting 
every Monday during the month of 
December from 7-10, except December 24.  
� On December 31, New Year’s Eve, we 
will be holding a dance/potluck from 7pm to 
1:00am. So bring your favorite dish for an 
evening of partying and celebrating the 
coming of 2008 with us.�  
 
WINTER SOLSTICE   Turning of the 
Wheel (Earth), Saturday, December 22, 
7-8:15pm.  If you have a world globe on a 
stand with a correct axis tilt, please call 
Wanda at 433-0363.  To register for the 
soltice event, please leave your number and 
the number of attendees at 267-4946, ext.28. 
 
HELP NEEDED  Request to non-parents 
of Sunday School children.  Can we interest 
you in volunteering to help with our young 
UUs in the preschool rooms at 11 am once 
or twice a year, or even better, on a regular 
Sunday each month? Nancy Powlick (451-
4045) is one congregant who has helped in 
the preschool here at First UU for both years 
of my tenure, and is much appreciated.  Call 
her to learn how spending time with young 
ones is an important ministry!  This RE 
program is experiencing high registration 
numbers, and our team of four preschool 
teachers needs some additional help.  They 

plan the lesson and are responsible for the 
overall class – you just get to come and be 
an extra lap, pair of hands, or companion to 
a 3 or 4 year old. Contact the RE Office or 
the lead preschool teacher, Hilary Frambes 
(873-9808), to sign up.  The toddlers in 
Room 1 also have an ongoing need for extra 
volunteers to supplement our paid babysitter 
during both services. Our “Safe Congre-
gations” policy means we need to have two 
adults present in every children’s group –
you could make a big difference!  Please 
sign up on the door of Room 1 which is at 
the north end of the Window Hallway.  
Thanks. 

 
SOCIAL JUSTICE 

 
UUSC HOLIDAY CARDS are here! 
Support our Unitarian Universalist Service 
Committee by sending UUSC holiday cards.  
Four beautiful designs will be available in 
Fellowship Hall after each service on 
Sunday December 2, 9, and 16.  You can see 
the designs at uusc.org/info/purchase.html 
and you can also order online.  UUSC also 
offers a range of great holiday gifts. 
 
FOOD PANTRY  Thanks to First UU 
members and friends for the 64 turkeys and 
all the other food.  Adults and children at the 
Mineral OH Food Pantry felt truly blessed. 
(Please stop at Giant Eagle on High Street in 
Clintonville and thank the manager and meat 
manager for their help with the turkeys.) 
   Now, it’s time to prepare for Christmas: 
hams ($10 buys one, $20 for two) Please 
make you checks to Feed My Sheep Food 
Pantry.) And please bring in cranberry sauce, 
peanut butter, dried pinto beans, rice, canned 
fruits and vegetables, chunky soups and 
stews.  Blankets, winter hats, gloves, scarves 
coats, sweaters, are needed too.     Please 
bring your donations and aluminum cans 
to the Social Justice Table  
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GAYT   Guest At Your Table boxes may still 
be picked up in Fellowship Hall after each 
service and from the church office during 
the week.  Please return the boxes on 
December 21.  Support UUSC with the gift 
of membership this year.  Visit 
http://www.uusc.org/index.shtml and learn 
more about UUSC's worldwide struggle for 
justice and human rights.  
 
HEIFER INTERNATIONAL   Purchase 
your gifts with a social conscience at the 
Social Action Table.  Make your check out 
to Heifer International; Jacques will process 
them through our church account. Gift cards 
are available.  We have been helping the 
poor of the world through Heifer since 2001 
and hope to receive our 6th plaque signifying 
our commitment as a church. 
   Trees for fruit and firewood which can be 
bought through Heifer help prevent global 
warming by preventing erosion, creating 
shade, producing oxygen and reducing 
carbon dioxide.  
 
INTERFAITH MEMORIAL SERVICE  
Thursday December 20, 2007, 5:30pm.  
Help to celebrate the lives of homeless and 
formerly homeless people who died in the 
past year at Trinity Episcopal Church ( 125 
E. Broad St .).  Tarunjit S. Butalia (Sikh), 
Rabbi Sharon Mars (Jewish), Asma Mobin-
Uddin (Islam), Bishop C. Joseph Sprague, 
(Christian) will represent the various faith 
traditions  The host pastor for the service 
will be The Rev. Richard A. Burnett, Rector 
at Trinity Church , the liturgist will be Alvin 
R.Hadley, Executive Director Columbus 
Metropolitan Area Church Council and the 
organist for the service will be Kevin N. 
Wines, Director of Music and Liturgist at 
Trinity.  Special music will be provided by 
members of KOLEINU, the Jewish 
Community Choir.  
   Sponsored by the Columbus Coalition for 
the Homeless. 

REPRODUCTIVE JUSTICE: “What 
would a UU do?”  Injustice infiltrates the 
reproductive health system in Ohio.  Doctors 
and pharmacists can refuse to prescribe and 
distribute contraceptives.  Poor and rural 
women are prevented access to family 
planning and abortions.  No one under 18 
can buy Plan B Emergency Contraceptive 
and hospital emergency rooms routinely 
deny it to rape victims.  Congress provides 
millions to fund ineffective “abstinence-
only-until-marriage” sex education, but none 
for truly effective comprehensive sex 
education.  What is worse, the voices of 
religious anti-choice extremists promoting 
these inequities have muffled those of 
religious pro-choice advocates 
   Please join us Monday, January 7, 
7:00pm to learn what UUs have done to 
remedy reproductive injustice in the past, 
what the situation is in Ohio today, and to 
discuss what actions we can take now.  We 
will watch a short video about courageous 
UU clergy who helped women through the 
Clergy Consultation Service, celebrating its 
40th anniversary, hear a brief review of the 
current situation and learn about ways we 
can effectively act on our religious pro-
choice views. We will then decide together 
what actions First UUs can take to help 
bring about reproductive justice in our time.  
Sponsored by the Social Justice Committee, 
the meeting will be led by Barb Avery of the 
Ohio Religious Coalition for Reproductive 
Choice and Jane Larson of the NARAL 
Education Foundation, organizations 
supported by First UU’s Social Justice 
Committee.  January 7, 7-8:30 p.m. at 
First UU Church in Room 8 South 
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    CARING CORNER  
 
Rick and Erin Voithofer  presented their 
daughters, Amalie and Grace, for their 
naming ceremony during the 9:00am service 
on November 11.  Rev. Mark Belletini and 
Rev. Wendy Fish officiated. 
 
Karen and Dick Dawson welcomed their 
newest grandson, Jivan Emmanuel, born in 
Boston on November 15 to Eric Dawson and 
Tamera Tai.  Congratulations. 
 
Susie Mesler-Evans celebrates her 
emergence from childhood into the life and 
circle of young women.  Blessed be she. 
 
Congratulations to Ruth Gordon (mother of  
Gordon) who celebrated her 88th birthday. 
 
Don’t miss Audrey Dowling, daughter of 
Cindy Dillard, performing as a “transition 
mouse” in the Ballet Met production of the 
Nutcracker Suite.  (Cindy can provide you 
with Audrey’s performance dates.) 
 
A speedy recovery to: Ian Case who had 
eye surgery on November 21 to repair an 
imbalance known as a "lazy eye";  
Mary Moliviatis  who had shoulder surgery 
on November 6; Louise Hastings who was 
hospitalized for tests (she is now home); and 
Peg Meckling's mother, Jean, who had 
open heart surgery and is now in rehab. 
 

Our thoughts are with Marsha Hamilton 
having hip replacement surgery on Nov. 27.  
 
Our condolences to Molly and Samantha 
whose mother, Myrna Packard, died 
November 18.  A memorial service will be 
held here in December.  Our sympathy also 
to Kathleen Boston on the unexpected 
death of her brother-in-law, to Karen and 
Dick Dawson on the death of Karen’s 
mother; and to Cathy Hausmann, on the 
recent death of her mother. 
 
HOLIDAY CARDS to our staff, our “shut-
ins,” members who have recently moved 
away and others will be available for signing 
on December 2 and 9 in Fellowship Hall. 
 
PASTORAL TEAM AVAILABILITY 
The Pastoral Team is expanding its services.   
A member of our  team will be available 
near the Caring Table in Fellowship Hall at 
the end of each Sunday Celebration with a 
name tag labeled Pastoral Team Member 
of the Week.  This team member is 
prepared to: 
1) be a compassionate listener;  
2) arrange a hospital or home visit;  
3) facilitate a meeting with one of the 
ministers; 
4) communicate needs to the Neighborhood 
Network;  
5) talk with you about other needs.   
   You may also contact Dick Dawson or 
Rev. Wendy Fish if you have questions or 
needs. 
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                    MARKINGS 

 
I have to admit that I am shocked I did not know this. I am 58 years old, and did not know 
that shopping malls open at 4 a.m. on the Friday after Thanksgiving.  Some stores even open 
at midnight.  I had to drop off a friend who works at Tuttle Mall, because he had to get there 
by early morning, and COTA doesn’t get him out there in time.  I was surprised to see the 
ENTIRE parking lot full, and limousines and taxis dropping people off at the entrance.  At 
7:30 a.m.!  I am not sure why this shocked me so much, but I actually cried out.  In all of my 
life I had never gone shopping on this day, so I didn’t know.  I am not sure what to make of it 
all, but I do know it stunned me to be so out of touch with what is clearly a major event in 
American culture.  I will have to give it some thought. 
 
I have to say that even though I may well be accused of being a heretic of the first order,        
I just do not understand the “humor” behind the State Farm bill boards all over town which 
speak of “running over wolverines,” i.e. Michiganders.  This seems over-the-top to me, and 
disturbingly juvenile.  The obsessive quality about the famous rivalry seems to get worse 
every year.  I just heard a story from a woman who went to the zoo recently, only to watch 
another woman play the OSU fight song on her cell phone AT a real wolverine in its cage. 
“There,” she said, “that makes me feel better.”  Another guy on television was proposing 
removing the letter M from the alphabet, so that my name from now on would be Ark, and 
Cameron Mitchell’s famous restaurant name “M” would just disappear completely.  Again, 
even though this was delivered, (I hope!) tongue in cheek, I found it rather infantile as a joke, 
and found myself alienated from this whole “I hate the State Up North” game.  I understand 
rivalry. I am not sure I understand why this is an expression of rivalry and not just plain 
rudeness.  
 
I will be in California with the Ministerial Fellowship Committee until the first Tuesday in 
December.  See you when I get back. 
 

                       
Rev. Mark Belletini 
 
 
 
 

Rev. Mark Belletini, Senior Minister                 Michael Brennan, Church Administrator 
Rev. Wendy Fish, Associate Minister                 Marian Garcia, Administrative Assistant 
Rev. Carol Brody, Minister Emerita                  Joe Voltolini, Bookkeeper 
Caroline Balderston Parry, Interim Dir. of Religious Education   Deb McGuire, Staff Secretary 
Lori Jones, RE Assistant                        Don Hippensteel, Events Coordinator 
Stephanie Rottmayer, SYC Director                 Naoko Kobayashi, Facilities Assistant 
Tony McDonald, Music Director                   Cathy Hausmann, Custodial Assistant 
Doug O’Neal/Elizabeth Woodhouse, Choir Directors        Bob Graffagnino, Co-Webmaster 
Nathan Hamm, Pianist/Accompanist                 Kevin O’Neil, Co-Webmaster  
Chas Williams, Chair, Board of Trustees               Olwen Firestone, Newsletter Editor 
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Accelerating the Great Turning 
 
This is the first of our series on actions we can take to contribute to the “Great Turning” towards 
“Earth Community.” Given our proximity to the Holiday Season, and the fact that this season 
generates the most garbage, waste, and pressure to consume, we thought it appropriate to provide 
some alternative choices to reduce our “footprint” at this special time. 
 

Making the Holiday Season an “Earth Friendly” Event 
 
Consumerism is a national addiction, encouraged by everyone from the “Oval Office” down! 
“Go out and spend!”  And Christmas is a traditional time for spending/giving – we like to give 
gifts – it feels good.  But what do we give?  And what do we need/want?  Rather than just going 
to a store and buying “things” that our “giftees” will/might like, how about considering some 
alternatives: some involving a purchase, some involving a donation, and some involving our own 
efforts, but all involving our hearts, and an effort to reduce consumerism.  Here are a few 
alternatives you might consider: 
-Ask your “giftee” what charities or NGO’s they would like to support, then make a gift to that 
organization in their name: they receive an acknowledgement, you get a tax deduction. 
-Make up “certificates” for services you can do on behalf of “giftee”: babysitting, cook a meal, 
taxi service, “x” hours of labor, etc.  Most word processor programs have templates for such 
certificates that you can adapt to your own use. 
-Exchange Books – Give away books that you have really enjoyed, but will probably not read 
again - in which your “giftee” has expressed an interest. 
-Purchase “carbon offsets” on behalf of a “giftee”. www.carbonfund.org; www.carbonoffsets.org 
(click on “Buy CO2 Offsets); www.terrapass.com (click on “buy carbon offsets”, “gift 
certificates”) 
 
 Fair Trade Products: 
-SERRV International –A non-profit organization promoting social and economic progress of 
people in developing regions of the world by purchasing and marketing their crafts in a just and 
direct manner. www.agreatergift.org  
-Local Fair Trade products – stores in many cities (Global Gallery in Columbus – Easton and 
High Street and Coffee Shop – 188 E. Whittier St. (go to: www.globalgalleryonline.org. 
-Heifer International - “Ending Hunger, Caring for the Earth” - Your donation in someone else’s 
name will provide appropriate livestock animals to rural citizens in the Third World, to serve as 
starter animals for herds or flocks - “Teach them to fish...” - www.heifer.org  or see Jacques 
Angelino at the Social Justice table to buy a gift in someone’s name, giving our church credit for 
the purchase. 
-Purchase Fair Trade products on 3rd Sunday at First UU – coffee, chocolates, cocoa, and, most 
recently, various - nuts through “Global Exchange”.  
-If you need to buy toys for young people, consider “10 Green Toys for the Holidays” from Co-
op America: http://www.coopamerica.org/programs/shopunshop/10GreenToys.cfm  
-Finally, visit: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ft5SSIfmeKU for a tongue-in-cheek look at 
“green” consumerism. 
 --- Michael Greenman, Co-Chair, CIRCA and Board Member of UUJEC. 
Next Month: Reducing Energy Use in Your Homes or Places of Business 
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We are thankful for our Sr High youth!  Did you know that the four youth who read for the 
Bread Ceremony on November 17 were our most senior high schoolers?  Lauren McCrystal and 
Meggie McGuire are both in Grade 12, and also teach our Grade 3 Sunday School class, plus 
work on creating the curriculum for the new Sr High Covenant Group. Max Pinsonneault is a 
member of that group and has just completed a year as a member of the Youth Adult Steering 
Committee, or YASC.  Will Delphia has retired from his Ohio Meadville District UU position as 
CONference “dean” and is about to finish his senior year at Linworth Alternative School.  In late 
January he’ll be going on what the school calls a “walkabout” to Kampala, Uganda, and later 
will volunteer in some social justice work, role and location still to be determined.  He is 
tentatively scheduled to share some of his African adventures with us at a Forum in March --
watch for details! 
 
Youth and Sunday evening programming:  this fall, Sunday School Committee and I, as 
Interim Director of RE, planned some experimental programs for our senior high youth.  The Sr 
High Covenant Group that meets at Panera’s on alternate Sunday mornings is fully enrolled with 
eleven youth and two young adult leaders, Gwynne Posey and Vanessa Reed.  They have had 
such a close-knit, valuable experience together that all of them have agreed to continue meeting 
in the New Year.   
 
However, our Sunday evening “You the Creator” group, which had planned to meet from 6 to 
8pm with a variety of creative topics, and to be led by Beki Test, has fallen victim to “time slot” 
challenges, and has been cancelled until further notice.  Not enough youth have attended to 
create a reliable critical mass, although they did create some wonderful poetry and beadwork in 
the first two sessions. 
 
Earlier this month I sent out letters to all first UU families with youth from Grades 6 through 12, 
asking for feedback about the best times and sorts of programming they would like to commit to 
in general, and the responses reveal that Sunday night homework or family time is a priority for 
many.  So, sadly, “You the Creator” needs to find another time and place to meet:  suggestions --
and commitment-- are welcome!   
 
Meantime, as our new YASC (Youth Adult Steering Committee) starts to work together, one of 
their tasks will be resolving whether to hold, and if so, the best way (and time) to hold, our 
former Sunday evening Youth Group for Grades 9-12 students, as it had already dwindled to too 
small a group.  These potential groups are especially valuable to our program as they do not need 
to have closed registration.  Both Grade 8 OWL and Grade 9 Coming of Age have an open 
period to sign up in August/September, and then the groups are closed for the year.  As a UU 
community, we must ensure that we program for all our youth needs, and especially welcome 
newcomers, if we want to retain youth involvement. 
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“PEACE PEAS” SOUP REPORT 
After our All Ages Sunday School on November 18, volunteer Holly Adams and her son Kenny 
wrote to the RE Office that they “...delivered the Peace Peas around 10:45 Monday morning, (in 
time for Thanksgiving distribution).  The Resource Center workers and volunteers thought the 
pea soup packets were a wonderful idea.”   
   Each packet had a child-decorated label which gave both the recipe and this information:   
“At the First Unitarian Universalist Church we believe that we can build a fair and peaceful 
world through treating each person, no matter how different s/he may be, with respect and 
kindness, and by caring for each other and our precious earth.  Some of our children attend a 
Peace Camp at this church on Weisheimer Road during the summer; many of them worked to 
package these peas and share their Thanksgiving Greetings with you.  Peas, have a peaceful, 
thankful holiday!”   
   Thanks to all who contributed coins or dollars to our collection to defray the cost of the 
supplies for Peace Peas –we took in $51.53 as donations that day –AND we had a batch of the 
pea soup for our snack, kindly cooked up by All Ages team member Cath Saveson.  When 
Sunday School Committee met subsequently, it was decided that this way of helping our children 
hold a “Social Justice Sunday” works well and is worth continuing as a “First UU tradition,” so 
Lori Jones and I will be passing along all the “how-to” points to our new DRE, for next year’s 
Bread Ceremony Sunday.  Did you know that the left over bread from that service transformed 
into bread pudding for the All Ages Sunday School snack on 11/25?  That's when we also did 
two Dances of Universal Peace, led by parent Stephanie Messler-Evans, to the songs of Shalom 
Haverim and Dona Nobis Pacem.  In addition, we discussed the new Guest At Your Table boxes 
from the Unitarian Universalist Service Committee and made calendars for giving (like "put a 
penny in the box for every light bulb in your home").  If you would like copies of blank 
calendars or suggestions for ideas to put on them, check in the Sunday School Information Area. 
 
Snacks at Sunday School:  Snack time is a very social time because children like to sit and eat 
and talk. We have provided snacks to our children during Sunday School programs for some 
years, but we are now starting a new pattern. We want to encourage them to see serving one 
another, and cleaning up afterwards, as part of putting our UU faith into action. We would like to 
ask parents to help us by discussing “service” with their children and by periodically providing 
the class snack.  If families can do so, it will also reduce and simplify the work load for our 
treasured RE Assistant, Lori Jones.  Please check with your class teachers to sign up --and thanks 
for the help in building many small First UU communities! 
 
And don’t forget…The Mitten Tree will be “planted” in the Gallery during the Holiday 
Decorating Party at First Friday on December 7.  Contributions of mittens, hats, scarves etc. will 
be welcome throughout December. 
 
 
 
 


