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WORSHIP SERVICES 
 
 Sunday, November 18, 2007, 9:00 A.M. & 11:00 A.M.                Rev. Mark Belletini 
 

“Crumbs” 
The Bread Ceremony 

9:00 AM Choir with Youth Choir; 11:00 A.M. Choir 
Social Justice Offering; Guest at Your Table Boxes 
 
 Sunday, November 25, 2007, 9:00 A.M. & 11:00 A.M.  Rev. Mark Belletini 
 

“Abram: A Personal Reflection on Immigration” 
 
 Sunday, December 2, 2007, 9:0 A.M. & 11:00 A.M.       Rev. Wendy Fish  
 

“Untangling Marionettes” 
9:00 AM Choir;  11:00 AM Choir 
 
 
Getting to Know UU meets Sunday mornings at 10:15 A.M. and 12:15 P.M in Slowter Lounge 
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Worship Services - Sunday, 9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. 
Wednesday, November 14, 2007 
10:30a Statement Mailing 
1:00p  Archives Organizing 
7:00p  Memoir Writing; UU Humanists 
7:00p  Executive Committee 
7:30p  Men’s Spirit.; Yoga; FOCUUS 
8:00p  Women’s Spirituality 
Thursday, November 15, 2007 
9:30a  Improvisational Dance 
6:00p  “Powers of the Universe” video 
6:00p  Communications Committee 
6:30p  Personnel Com; Choir Council 
7:30p  Writing for Life; 11 am Choir 
7:30p  Understanding Islam 
Friday, November 16, 2007 
12:00p Cooking for  Faith Mission 
6:00p  Evensong Dinner 
7:30p  All Soles Contra Dance 
Saturday, November 17, 2007 
8:30a  Zen Meditation 
11:00a Parents of Infants and Toddlers 
4:00p  COA Parents 
Sunday, November 18, 2007  
12:45p Youth Cov. Group Curriculum 
1:00p  UU Artists 
2:00p  CIRCA 
5:00p  You the Creator 
6:00p  Freedom/Liberty/Justice for All 
7:00p  Intro to Meditation 
Monday, November 19, 2007    
11:00a Gentle Yoga for Cancer Survivors 
7:00p  Social Dance 
Tuesday, November 20, 2007  
10:00a Archives Organizing 
12:00p Lebed Cancer Exercise 
1:00p & 4:30p Cancer Support Group 
5:00p  Memoirs V 
7:00p  Book Bites 
7:30p  Finance Committee; Men’s Spirit. 
7:45p  11:00a Choir Rehearsal 
Wednesday, November 21, 2007 
1:00p  Archives Organizing 
7:30p  Men’s Spirituality; FOCUUS  
8:00p  Women’s Spirituality 
 

 
Thursday, November 22, 2007 
OFFICE CLOSED 
3:00p  Thanksgiving Potluck Dinner 
Friday, November 23, 2007 
OFFICE CLOSED 
12:00p Zen Retreat 
Saturday, November 24, 2007 
8:30a  Zen Retreat 
9:00a  UU Food Coop 
Sunday, November 25, 2007 
6:00p  Bridge Club 
Monday, November 26, 2007 
11:00a Gentle Yoga for Cancer Survivors 
7:00p  Social Dance; Building Committee 
7:00p  Grief and Loss 
Tuesday, November 27, 2007 
9:00a  Newsletter folding 
10:00a Archives Organizers 
12:00p Lebed Cancer Exercise 
1:00 & 4:30p  Cancer Support Group 
5:30p  Children/Youth Choirs Supper 
6:30p  Children’s Choir 
7:00p  Youth Choir; Women’s Sharing Cir. 
7:30p  Zen Meditation 
7:45p  9am Choir Rehearsal 
Wednesday, November 28, 2007 
12:30p Midweek Forum 
1:00p  Archives Organizing 
7:00p  Memoir Writing 
7:00p  Talking About Gender (AEP) 
7:00p  Board of Trustees 
7:30p  Men’s Spirit.; Yoga; FOCUUS 
8:00p  Women’s Spirituality 
 

Next issue: November 25, 2007 
Deadlines: 

1:00pm - hard copy in church office 
6:00pm - e-mails, olwfire@yahoo.com 
 
The deadline is Tuesday, November 20, 
to submit announcements for the blue 
insert in the 11/25 Order of Celebration. 
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WENDY’S PERSPECTIVE 
 
   Our Membership Committee is doing a 
stellar job leading gatherings called “On the 
Path” which are designed to help those who 
want to learn more about our congregation 
and Unitarian Universalism to do so in 
preparation for their decision about joining 
this church.  One of the pleasures for me in 
attending these gatherings is hearing the 
stories that participants share about what 
they are looking for in a religious 
community.  Among the rich and varied 
answers, folks always mention wanting a 
sense of connection, a place where they feel 
welcome, included and cared about.  I want 
to tell you of a gathering that responds to 
this yearning. 
   On Thanksgiving Day, there will be a 
dinner here at church for those who would 
like to share the holiday with others from 
our religious community.  All are most 
heartily welcome – individuals, groups of 
friends, and families. (see next column). 
Shilah Griffeth, Social Committee Chair, 
helped organize volunteers for this event, 
and I’m very grateful for her efforts.  I know 
she would welcome folks to take similar 
leadership so we could host a Christmas Day 
event, too.   
   Thanksgiving is a “high” holiday for me 
because of its connection to a core value that 
I strive to live actively within my life, 
gratitude.  There’s a French Proverb that 
says, “Gratitude is the memory of the heart.” 
We need memories of the heart to stir in us 
feelings of gratitude.  Please join with me in 
the ongoing art and craft of memory making.  
May people of all ages feel seen here, feel 
heard here, feel fed here.  This is my 
aspiration.  
   I’ll be in Chicago sharing Thanksgiving 
Day with my daughter and her family, 
November 22-23.  Go gently,     

   
Rev. Wendy Fish 

CHURCH NEWS 
 
THANKSGIVING DAY POTLUCK 
Thursday, Nov. 22, 3:00pm at the church.  
Turkey and coffee will be provided.  
Please call Shilah Griffeth, 599-8593 to 
make a reservation and to say what you 
plan to bring.  All welcome. 
 
THIRTY SOMETHINGS   Settling In 
Friday, November 30, 6pm-8:30pm, Room 7 
with Rev. Wendy Fish and Janis Hall-Fuller.  
Those of us in our thirties have our own 
particular goals, needs and gifts. Ellen 
Carvill Ziemer (our district's Young Adult 
and Campus Ministry Consultant) suggests 
that "settlers" is a good descriptor for us. 
Many of us are putting down roots or 
committing to long-term endeavors.  
   Whether you feel this fits you or not, we 
invite you to gather as a community within 
the larger church community. Let's break 
bread together, socialize, and enjoy some 
slow time for conversation about our holiday 
joys and challenges. We'll also learn more 
about the Our Whole Lives class for 30-
somethings coming up in January. Bring 
your beverage of choice and munchies to 
share.  We'll order pizza and share the cost. 
Childcare is available by contacting the 
church office no later than Tuesday, Nov.17. 
Marian@FirstUUColumbus.org  
 
ALL SOLES CONTRA DANCE   Friday, 
November 16 in Fellowship Hall. Beginner 
session at 7:30 pm, dancing from 8:00-
10:30pm.  Caller Kate Power will prompt 
dances to Scalar Scalawags, a talented Ann 
Arbor band that features hammer dulcimer, 
bodhran, flutes, keyboard and more!  We’ll 
create dance energy with this Columbus-
Ann Arbor connection!  Cost $7 ($4 for 
under age 25).  No partner necessary, we 
dance with everyone!  Childcare available 
for the very youngest. 
firstuucolumbus.org/AllSoles 
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BOOKBITES :  Tuesday, November 20 in 
Slowter Lounge 7:00 to 9:00 pm.    
Topic: A book by Nobel Laureate, Doris 
Lessing. -- Kathleen Boston, 262-4025. 
 
FIRST UU COOKBOOK is for sale at the 
BUUkstore and at a special table throughout 
the holiday season.  It can also be ordered 
and delivered, locally, via the church office 
and by calling Linda Royalty at 888-8075. 
 
WOMEN’S SPIRITUALITY  8:00pm. 
Nov. 21: Let’s Talk Turkey, Jeanni Ray and 
all; Nov. 28: It’s a Surprise with Melissa 
Waterfield. 
 
WRITING FOR LIFE  The group will be 
invoking a totem writer/artist.  Please bring 
a brief biography of the writer or artist and a 
picture, if possible. We’ll also update one 
another on the progress of our writing lives, 
and we’ll be writing, either by pen or laptop, 
for about 45 minutes.  All willing writers are 
welcome.  Thursday, Nov. 16     
-- Donna Jarrell, jarrell.donna@gmail.com. 
 
ENTERTAINMENT BOOKS  are on sale 
in Fellowship Hall every Sunday morning 
through 12/7.  They are going like hotcakes, 
so get yours soon!  Coupons are good for 
50% off at many places, including: Ballet 
Met, Opera Columbus, OSU Theater, 
Otterbein College and Capital University 
basketball games, Disney on Ice, Pro Musica, 
restaurants, pizza shops  etc. etc.  These 
books make great gifts. 
   Coupons are good through Nov.11, 2008. 
Questions?  Call Karin Erickson, 833-6479. 
 
“WAY OUT WEST” Laurel and Hardy’s 
film will be featured at the Other Friday 
Film Series on Friday, Nov. 30, 7:00pm 
 
 
 

COA BEAN SOUP SALE  Bottles of 
delicious 6-Bean Soup made by the Coming 
of Age class will be for sale in Fellowship 
Hall on Dec. 2 and 9 after each worship 
service.  This is a great and affordable 
holiday gift at $10 a bottle and supports the 
Coming of Age program. Contact Nina 
Lewis at 263-7407 with questions. 
 
2007 WORLD AIDS DAY  There will be a 
candlelight vigil to commemorate World 
AIDS Day, 5 - 7 pm on Saturday Dec. 1 at 
the Topiary Park at Town Street and 
Washington Street behind the Main Library. 
Following the vigil there is an interfaith 
community service at the Broad Street 
Methodist Church. All are welcome. Call 
Laurie Weltlin with questions at 893-4320. 
 
SPECIAL INVITATION to Parents of 
Recent High School Graduates.  Many of 
your young people have been away at 
college for several months.  Share your 
experiences with this life change.  Debrief 
from Thanksgiving, share successes and 
challenges, help us to plan a dinner at 
church for you and yours while they are 
home on vacation.  Please join us Dec. 16, 
4:00 to 6:00pm in Room 7. 
 
UU HUMANISTS  Wednesday, Nov. 21, 
7:00pm  Professor Deborah J. Merritt,  OSU 
Moritz College of Law, will speak on the 
topic, Believers, Non-Believers and Bigots.  
Free and open to all. 
 
MEET THE ARTIST  Chat with the 
current exhibiting artist, Jesse Chandler. 
after the 11:00am service on December 2. 
Don't miss this great opportunity to discuss 
her work and her exhibit, Dangerous.  Stay 
for refreshments in Fellowship Hall 
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Annual Christmas Concert  
Sunday, December 9, 4:00pm 

in the Worship Center. 
All four choirs will perform: Peace Pals 
(younger youth), the Youth Choir (older 

youth), the Spirit of Life Choir (9:00 adult 
choir) and the First UU Choir (11:00 adult 

choir). Each group will sing separately, then 
all will combine for the grand finale. 

Reception will follow. 
 

 
GOOD NEWS  Our cookbook, Food, 
Glorious Food is represented in the just-
released Quail Ridge Press Best of Ohio 
Cookbook, now available in stores and 
restaurants around the state.  We are offering 
a free cookbook to the person who alerted 
that press to our publication.  We thank you!  
Contact Linda Royalty 888-5075 
. 

SOCIAL JUSTICE 
 
BLACK GOLD… Needed:  workers for 
social justice for coffee farmers.  (Coffee is 
known as Black Gold.)  But the profits go to 
middlemen and corporate entities while 
farmers get pennies for raising and 
harvesting, Farm cooperatives such as Equal 
Exchange help small farmers get a fair price 
for their coffee beans. 
   First UU sells Fair Trade products from 
Equal Exchange every third Sunday.  The 
coffee and cocoa are grown in Africa, 
Central and South America and some are 
shade grown and organic. 
*** The Fair Trade table needs people to 
work between the 9 and 11:00 services and 
after the 11:00 service.  Training is available 
and you may sign up for 2 or 3 Sundays per 
year. Contact Kathleen Boston, 262-4025 or 
kboston@columbus.rr.com. 
 
 

FOOD PANTRY  We need help with 
purchasing or donating turkeys, cranberry 
sauce and 40 oz. cans of yams for 
Thanksgiving. Other food appreciated. 
Blankets, winter hats, gloves, scarves coats, 
sweaters are needed.  And don’t forget to 
bring in your aluminum cans. Call Jacques, 
888-8052, if you need pick up or would like 
to drop items off at his house.  
   Answers to your questions: Many 
Southeast Ohio rivers and lakes are polluted 
and fish are not good to eat.  Hunting season 
for deer is short; not all recipients of food 
boxes are able to hunt for various reasons  
 
GUEST AT YOUR TABLE (GAYT)  
This principal annual fundraising project of 
the UU Service Committee, provides you 
with the opportunity to become a member of 
UUSC and to help our children understand 
the world's problems in a meaningful way. 
Boxes will be given out on November 18, 
and will be available every Sunday and 
every day in the church office through mid-
December. Visit UUSC at www.uusc.org. 
 
HEIFER INTERNATIONAL   Purchase 
your gifts with a social conscience at the 
Social Action Table.  Make your check out 
to Heifer International; Jacques will process 
them through our church account. Gift cards 
are available.  Remember: Heifer offers a 
hand up, not a handout – in 125 countries, 
38 states, and 20 inner-city projects.  
 
EMPTY BOWLS A BIG SUCCESS  
Many thanks to all who helped make Empty 
Bowls a success, netting $1,884 for the Mid-
Ohio Foodbank.  Thanks to all who provided 
soup; and a special thanks to Sherri Stubbs, 
Nancy Volksen, and Sandy Coen for their 
help serving and making it all happen.  And  
thanks to all of you for participating.  
-- Marge Lynd and Ginnie Vogts 
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YWCA FAMILY CENTER   Many thanks 
to all the volunteers who participated in the 
meal at the Family Center on October 26, 
and to those Sunday School children and 
parents who spent the evening doing a 
service project for the children at the Center.     
Our Grade 4/5 class delivered over a 
hundred Halloween bags they had made 
with toys, candy, school supplies and clothes, 
to kids currently receiving shelter at the 
YWCA family shelter.  Much help was 
received from YWCA volunteers, Shanisha, 
Norah, Erica and many of the children from 
the shelter. Teachers Cathy Yerington, Dan 
Smith, Eric Davies and Dave Gill say hearty 
thanks to all those who contributed 
including: Nick Gill, Lucas and Rachel 
Smith, Arcadia Davies, Pat, Tanya, Gianna 
and Sasha Collins 
   There was some uncertainty until the very 
end as to exactly how many people we 
needed to cook for or how many children 
would be at the center that evening.  We 
especially appreciated everyone’s flexibility 
when we learned at the last minute that most 
of the center’s families would be taking 
advantage of an offer by COSI to provide 
free admission that night. 
   We decided to cook our normal amount, 
serve those who were there, and leave 
leftovers for the next day.  The Sunday 
School families were extremely gracious 
and understanding about the last minute 
confusion.  These families, distributing 
goodies and enjoying time with the YWCA 
families included: 
   Our preppers, cooks and clean up staff that 
night included Sean McCutcheon and Gabe 
Schaefer, co-coordinators; Jan Voelker; the 
Haldeman family, Charlie, Margaret and 
Kate; and Susan Musick.  In addition, Dawn 
Malone, grocery shopper; and our friends 
Barb Hunt and Bridgette Mazur at Wendy’s 
Corporate for their generous donations of 
beef, tomatoes, lettuce, and onions. 

   If you would like to volunteer, or assist 
with coordinating a meal or two, contact 
Karen Lewis at klewisb@yahoo.com or 614-
652-1496; Sean McCutcheon, 
nyyman29@yahoo.com; or Gabe Schaefer, 
schaeferg@wowway.com. 

 
Listening/Research Process:  During the 
last several weeks, 68 First UUs and friends 
attended 10 house meetings to build 
relationships with each other and to identify 
local community problems.  Our BREAD 
team will analyze the house meeting reports 
to determine the three problems of greatest 
concern and submit them for consideration 
at the BREAD Expanded Board meeting on 
November 15, as will the teams from the 
other BREAD congregations.  All of the 
BREAD teams will vote to identify the three 
of greatest concern to member congre-
gations.  On Monday, December 3, each 
one of you attending the Annual Assembly 
will have a vote to select the new problem 
for BREAD to begin to address in 2008.  
Support Drive:  105 First UU family units 
(including two employer matches) have 
invested or committed $12,550 at the 
following levels:  Six (6)-Thomas Starr King 
Circle of Justice ($500 or more); eight (8)-
Susan B. Anthony Tent of Equity ($300-
$499); eight (8)-Hosea Ballou House of 
Hope ($200-$299); 30-Clara Barton Caravan 
of Compassion ($100-$199); 53-James Reeb 
Embracers of Equality (up to $100). Many 
thanks to Myra Hine for her recent invest-
ment in BREAD's 2007 work.   To support 
BREAD financially, write your generous, 
tax-deductible check to BREAD (not First 
UU) and send it to the church in an envelope 
marked BREAD. 
Truancy: All three Franklin County 
Commissioners voted to approve a contract 
between Franklin County Department of 
Jobs and Family Services and the Franklin 
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County Educational Service Center to 
provide the KEY (Keep Engaging Youth) 
attendance program to TANF-eligible 
students in three elementary and three 
Columbus middle schools.  Columbus City 
Schools will provide attendance services as 
outlined by the KEY program description to 
non-TANF eligible students.  The project 
follows the design developed during the last 
15 months by participants in the stake-
holders’ meetings.  KEY advocates will 
develop rapport with the truant students, 
assess their family and personal needs, and 
make referrals for those who may require 
more intensive intervention. The program is 
funded through June 30, 2008 and will be 
evaluated by Community Research Partners. 
 

BREAD Annual Assembly 
7:00 p.m., Monday, December 3 

First Congregational UCC, 444 E. Broad 
For information, contact Alice Rathburn, 
alice37@insight.rr.com (or 895-2109 until 
November 17) or Karen Lewis, 598-5822, 
klewisb@yahoo.com . 
 
 

CARING COMMITTEE 
 
Congratulations to: Abby Cox and her 
Ridgeview Middle School soccer team who 
won the city championship; to Dan Weist, 
honored by the Society of Professional 
Journalists for work done in 2006; and for 
Deadline Reporting for ONN. (1st Place) 
 
Henry Robert Terry  (parents Sara and Rob 
Terry) and Samuel Harry Butler (parents, 
Kathy Milette and Matt Butler) were 
honored in Naming Ceremonies. 
 
We wish Jordan Argus and Melanie Boyd 
all the best as they begin new jobs: Jordan as 
a juvenile court probation officer and 

Melanie as the Development Director at the 
Dayton Philharmonic Orchestra. 
 
A speedy recovery to Linda Thompson 
who fell while at the Kennedy Center in 
Washington D.C., resulting in a sprained 
ankle and several cracked ribs; Wes Young, 
one of our Coming of Age youth, who broke 
his ankle; and John Reisman who had 
additional surgery for the repair of the 
tendon of his knee . 
 
Our caring thoughts are with Becky Wolff's 
family as her nephew, Alex, was born Oct. 
31 with some serious medical challenges. 
After surgery, the physicians feel he is 
making promising progress. 
 
Our sympathy to Doris Oursler and Will 
Smith on the death - from cancer - of Kenny 
Wycuff.  He was a nephew to Doris and 
half-brother to Will. 
 
Our condolences to Ginger Young and her 
son Will  (an active First UU Sunday 
Schooler) on the death of Ginger’s 
grandmother. 
 
PASTORAL TEAM AVAILABILITY 
The Pastoral Team is expanding its services 
and availability.  A member of our team will 
be available near the Caring Table in 
Fellowship Hall at the end of each Sunday 
Celebration with a name tag labeled 
Pastoral Team Member of the Week.  
This team member is prepared to: 
1) be a compassionate listener; 2) schedule 
and make hospital or home visits; 3) arrange 
a meeting with one of the ministers;  
4) communicate needs to the Neighborhood 
Network; 5) talk with you about other needs. 
You may also contact Dick Dawson or Rev. 
Wendy Fish if you have questions or needs. 
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                    MARKINGS 
 
I have lots of folks coming in for Thanksgiving, from Boston, from Pittsburgh, plus the usual 
gang. It’s brewing up to be a terrific day. I even found fresh cardoons (a rare Italian vegetable) at 
a local Giant Eagle, so I am really going to enjoy preparing a feast for my local family and 
visiting colleagues. 
 
On the Tuesday after Thanksgiving, I will be attending my last meeting of the Ministerial 
Fellowship Committee. After eight years. Some twenty-nine meetings. This will be a milestone 
for me, and, I think, the leave-taking a source of real grief. This has been the best committee I 
have ever served on. Anywhere. I will miss it terribly. I will miss even the difficult work, the 
emotional work that any credentialing body entails. I am already hoping to become Vice Chair 
Emeritus, so I can continue to sit with my beloved committee at least during the Service of the 
Living Tradition at General Assembly, where they save us seats. 
 
I have been awfully lucky during my career as a parish minister within this Association of 
Congregations. That’s for sure. My stint on the Hymnbook Commission, my stint on the 
Fellowship Committee, my call to preach the Sermon of the Living Tradition…each of these has 
been a blessing in my life.  My heart and mind have deepened in unexpected ways because of 
these blessings. Gifts aren’t always what you imagine. 
 
On Thanksgiving Day, I will give thanks for my life.  For the privilege of my work in this 
congregation and the two congregations beforehand.  For my work in this Association. For my 
colleagues.  For the friends who will grace my table.  For the friends I will see while I am in  
California.  For the gift of my heritage.  For the family blood that courses through me bearing the 
hints of generations going back to Etruria. For the surprises which have changed me and 
strengthened me. For those cardoons. For it all. 
 
Blessings on your holiday time. Whether elaborate or simple, whether surrounded by twenty or a 
few.  Blessings. 
 

 
Rev. Mark Belletini 
 
 
 
 

Rev. Mark Belletini, Senior Minister                 Michael Brennan, Church Administrator 
Rev. Wendy Fish, Associate Minister                 Marian Garcia, Administrative Assistant 
Rev. Carol Brody, Minister Emerita                  Joe Voltolini, Bookkeeper 
Caroline Balderston Parry, Interim Dir. of Religious Education   Deb McGuire, Staff Secretary 
Lori Jones, RE Assistant                        Don Hippensteel, Events Coordinator 
Stephanie Rottmayer, SYC Director                 Naoko Hayashi 
Tony McDonald, Music Director                   Cathy Hausmann, Custodial Assistant 
Doug O’Neal/Elizabeth Woodhouse, Choir Directors        Bob Graffagnino, Co-Webmaster 
Nathan Hamm, Pianist/Accompanist                 Kevin O’Neil, Co-Webmaster  
Chas Williams, Chair, Board of Trustees               Olwen Firestone, Newsletter Editor 
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REPORT FROM THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

 
FROM THE BOARD CHAIR…  
   The holidays are upon us, and November is the season for thanksgiving.  The word 
thanksgiving is really two words: “thanks” and “giving,” and I am calling on all of us in this 
season to do both. 
   First, we should recognize what we are receiving from our beloved church community and give 
thanks for these blessings.  We receive so much that is uplifting and transformative, making us 
aware that we are a wonderful religion, offering hope, justice and peace in these difficult times.  
We receive inspiring sermons from our ministers, extraordinary music from our music program, 
lifespan religious education, social justice outreach, and program after program, month after 
month, for our spirits and our lives.  As Mark said in a recent sermon, this church is truly “a 
Times Square” of religious growth opportunity and community building.  We have big visions 
and big plans; we want to grow and make the world a better place, and all are welcome. We are 
part of something extraordinary.  
   Each year we plan a budget to bring our religious vision to life.  As we make our pledges of 
support, we trust that those visions and plans will be advanced.  In this spirit we give our money 
to this church.  But sometimes we fall short.  And so it is this year.  At this time of gratitude, we 
find we need to ask ourselves for more money to support our visions and dreams.  You will be 
receiving a letter shortly asking that you show your gratitude by giving to the church a modest 
amount of new money to make our current budget work.  Without our gifts at this time of 
thanksgiving, we will not be doing justice in our own house, and we will be asking the staff of 
our church and the offices of the UUA and the Ohio Meadville District, which we have promised 
to support, to do more with less. 
   We are a covenantal religion.  When we make promises to each other to create a world of 
justice, peace and spiritual growth, we also promise to support financially the visions and 
programs of this church and the denomination with carries these visions into action.  When the 
letter arrives at your home, please show your thanks and give generously to this Holiday of 
Gratitude appeal.  With great thanks,  Chas Williams, Chair, Board of Trustees 
BOARD MINUTES 
Summary of October 24, 2007 Board of Trustees --* With the lighting of the chalice, Bob 
Gordon read the Artisan’s Prayer from Church Works. *  The opening words were followed by 
staff highlights presented by Rev. Wendy Fish. She reported on the involvement of the staff in 
many and various activities. She stated that the pulse of the church is engaged and alive.  *We 
briefly discussed the Open Space event and its plans for going forward.  * Tony McDonald 
proposed we create a Music Committee to help carry out the mission of the music program.  
Motion made and passed to do so.  * We viewed the last part of the JUC video titled “Closing the 
Revolving Door” created by the Jefferson UU Church in Golden, CO. We discussed how to 
retain new members.  * Kevin O’Neil reported on the progress of the search committee to 
employ a full time Director of Religious Education and presented a plan for the upcoming year. 
* Debra Boyd reported that we are ahead of this time last year, but that there is still a discrepancy 
between pledges made and pledges received.  It was stated that $32,000.00 is the goal for the 
Holiday Appeal. With an additional $100 per pledge unit, we will reach our goal.  “I’m giving, 
please join me.” -- Judy Houston, secretary 
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New Member Sleuth #3 

This new member, who is a librarian and a soloist, has this hope for our church: “I would like 
to see more people of color from the community in our congregation.”  The identity of this 
new member is found on the new members’ bulletin board in the hallway between Fellowship 
Hall and Room A.  Wearing your name tag, find this new member, identify yourself, and extend 
this greeting: “You’re _____ ____, and you are a librarian and a soloist.”  Then ask about this 
new member’s journey to membership in our church.  Sleuth Truth: Often this new member is 
seen around church walking hand-in-hand with a high school sweetheart, who is also a new 
member. 
 
The first two successful sleuths who carefully and deliberately follow all directions will receive a 
prize.  Only one prize per family, household or relationship. To be eligible for the grand prize 
drawing, all winners must personally register with Steve Kraynak, the chair of the Membership 
Committee.  
 
The Membership Committee has more fun!  
 
 
 
 

More Recycling Tips from Caroline Balderston Parry, Interim RE Director 
 
Did you know you can buy loose tea in bulk, and washable cloth tea bags, from natural food 
stores, such as the Clintonville Community Market?  (Tip from Jean Levinson, thanks!) 
 
Did you see the clipping in the Dispatch about Sustainable Clintonville?  Posted on our Window 
Hallway bulletin board, it features a picture of its founder, First UU member Heidi Ballard. 
 
“Rastra” is a new polystyrene (Styrofoam) and concrete building material, soon to be 
manufactured on Columbus’ south side.  The Solid Waste Authority of Central Ohio (SWACO) 
may soon ban polystyrene from the landfill.  (Thanks for the news clipping to Nina Lewis) 
 
Have you found the new recycling bins in Room A yet?  They are just behind the kitchen door. 
Please remember to use them as much as possible, rather than throwing things in the trash bin in 
the kitchen.  There is also a small compost container in the dishwashing room off the kitchen that 
gets emptied often. 
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The next two Sundays are not regular children’s Sunday School classes, but All Ages Sunday 
School sessions, so that many teachers get a break. 
 

On Nov.18, after the story, children will go to Room 9 to be “peace pea-packers,” preparing 
packets of dried pea soup mix for the Clintonville Community Resources Center.  We ask 
children to bring donations of cash to help cover the costs of the supplies.  We’ll have an actual 
coin collection in the room where we gather.  Parents, please discuss this with your child/ren in 
advance. The All Ages Team hopes this will bring Thanksgiving a little closer to everyone’s 
heart.  Children will return to the Worship Center to be with their families during the Bread 
Communion.  Pre-school children at 11 am will have their usual program in the pre-school area. 
NOTE:  The Guest at Your Table (or GAYT) collection boxes from the Unitarian Universalist 
Service Committee (UUSC) will be handed out during the 11/18 service and available in the 
Gallery afterwards.  Be sure to pick yours up –and consider joining the UUSC!  On Nov. 25, 
plans are still in process for an All Ages combination of activities to do with GAYT and singing 
and dancing, also in Room 9, after the usual story in the Worship Center.  Caroline will have her 
dulcimer and the All Ages Team will help lead.  Pre-school children at 11 am will have a 
program with different volunteer teachers (want to help? Contact the RE Office). 
 

Did Mark’s sermon about “Our Whole Lives” or OWL, get you interested in learning more?  
• Perhaps you’d like to borrow an OWL book from the display in the Sunday School Info Area. 
• Maybe you want to buy a copy of an excellent resource for teens, Changing Bodies, Changing 
Lives (available in the SS Info Area, $24 to benefit the OWL program at church).  
• Or are you interested in teaching OWL and joining the OWL ministry team here at First UU? 
Talk to Deb Baillieul or myself, or any of the current teachers. There are various opportunities to 
learn to teach different age levels, but the nearest, soonest one is a K-1/4-6 Our Whole Lives 
Training of Teachers, January 4-5, 2008, in Marietta, OH. Candidates are screened; costs are 
usually covered; application deadline is Dec.7.  ohiomeadville.org/conference/elemowl.html 
• And if you haven’t yet seen the Grade 1 OWL class mural of their different drawings about 
their families, check it out on the glass doors near Fellowship Hall.   
Other Sunday School News: 
Our Grade 2 Sunday School class has been having fun with science!  In October, the children 
created pictures of the night sky and lay on their backs to look up.  The class talked about how 
for thousands of years people watched the stars and felt awe.  We went around the circle so each 
person could share what they think of when they look at the sky at night.  After talking about the 
Big Bang, the children played a game with rubber balls, pretending they were atoms.  To illustrate 
how the elements came together to form the earth they made and ate Pumpkin Pudding. Yum!  
In November they have been studying (and acting out!) evolution and scientific methods of 
research, including looking at cells through a microscope.  They have also studied the two 
different creation stories in the Bible, Genesis 1-2:4a and Genesis 2:4b-23 
 

Our Grade 3 class on “Timeless Themes” has been learning and thinking about several other Old 
Testament stories, such as Joseph and his brothers (they made a sweet many-colored coat!) and 
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Moses in the bulrushes.  Discussion of dreams and jealousy was lively.  They also went Trick or 
Treating for UNICEF at Halloween. 
 

Neighboring Faiths (Grades 6-7-8) have also been busy.  Teacher Carol Robison sent this report.  
“Twelve youth and seven adults attended the 11:00 service at First Community Church, in 
Grandview. This was a very different experience from our visits to the Greek Orthodox cathedral 
and the Jewish synagogue. The service was much more like ours at First UU, and we were able 
to participate actively, not just observe.  Minister of Missions Paul Baumer answered our 
questions after the service and told us about their social justice work.  We were particularly 
interested to learn that every Thursday the youth of the church prepare and take meals to the 
homeless on the streets of Columbus.  Our youth know to study the architecture, people, worship 
service, and message at each place of worship we visit. They are doing a great job of paying 
attention during services (sometimes long and in different languages), reflecting on their 
experiences, and making perceptive observations in our follow-up discussions.  Their next visit 
will be to a mosque on Friday, Dec. 7. 
 

YOUTH NEWS!   Many of our Sr High youth have been meeting in a special Covenant Group 
every other Sunday morning, which convenes at Panera.  It will be open to a few new members, 
in January.  Thanks to young adult leaders Gwynne Posey and Vanessa Read! 
   Lots of youth attended the OWL service on 11/4, and several were readers; watch for further 
dates for youth to attend service together. 
   The “You the Creator” Sr High class will meet on Nov.18, 6 to 8pm, with a songwriting topic, 
led by Beki Test.  The previous session was postponed due to lack of support: this one will 
ONLY happen if at least four youth attend!  Call the RE Office to reserve your place before noon, 
11/18. The poetry session of “You the Creator” yielded several wonderful individual poems, plus 
this group creation: 
 

Calm, soulless dream 
Neon memories 
Organic autumn night, color soup 
Cavernous colors 
A little of everything meaningful. 
Abstract flames, accepting, serene, 
Forever trite. 
 

   On Sunday Nov.11, the Youth Adult Steering Committee (YASC) held its second annual 
elections.  Continuing youth members are Lydia Delphia and Meghan Shillington; new youth 
members are Leigh Duckworth, Ethan Shillington, and Kati McGuire. New adult members are 
Rich Humenick and Shelley Blackburn.  Both the old and new YASC will share a meeting on 
Sunday, Dec.9, at which time roles and a permanent monthly meeting date will be chosen. 
Congrats to everyone, and thanks to outgoing members Kevin O’Neil, Geoff Mize, Max 
Pinsonneault, Meggie McGuire, and Lindsey Robison. 
 
Note: Danya Furdha's sessions about Islam have been well attended, but the "donations to AEP 
to help more programming happen" basket was not put out.  If you can make a contribution, 
please drop it off at the AEP table in Fellowship Hall.  Also, there are a number of free copies of 
the Koran and other booklets about Islam available. 

 


