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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

TIME DATED MATERIAL — PLEASE DELIVER PROMPTLY

WORSHIP SERVICES

Sunday, October 7, 2007 9:00 A.M. & 11:00 A.M. Rev. Mark Belletini

“Indigenous Liberals”
Commissioning of Covenant Group Leaders.

Sunday, October 14, 2007 9:00 A.M. & 11:00 A.M. Rev. Mark Belletini

“Diversity’s Challenges”
Installation of the Board of Trustees.
This Sunday’s offering goes to the Unitarian Unsadist Association for dispersal to the
districts to fund our programming and outreach.

Sunday, October 21, 2007 9:00 A.M. & 11:00 A.M. Rev. Mark Belletini

“ Entitlement”
Social Justice Offering



Worship Services - Sunday, 9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.

Wednesday, October 3, 2007

1:00p Archives Organizing

7:00p COCM

7:30p Men'’s Spirituality; Integral Yoga
8:00p Women'’s Spirituality
Thursday, October 4, 2007

9:30a Improvisational Dance

6:00p Powers of the Universe

7:30p 1lam Choir; Writing for Life
Friday, October 5, 2007

12:00p Cooking for Faith Mission
6:00p First Friday Potluck

7:30p First Friday Programs
Saturday, October 6, 2007

8:00a OMD Membership Conference
8:30a Zen Meditation

9:00a Memorial Garden Workday
Sunday, October 7, 2007

12:15p Getting to Know UU

12:45p OWL Parents Make-up

12:45p YASC Elections

1:00p Play’s the Thing; Nominating Com
5:00p Sr Hi Youth Programs

6:00p Freedom/Liberty/Justice for All
Monday, October 8, 2007

11:00a Gentle Yoga for Cancer Survivors
7:00p Social Dance; Grief and Loss
7:00p Greening Your Lifestyle
Tuesday, October 9, 2007

10:00a Archives Organizing

12:00p Lebed Cancer Exercise

1:00p Cancer Support Group (& 4:30)
5:30p Choir Rehearsal Dinner

6:30p Children’s Choir

7:00p Youth Choir; Membership Com.
7:00p Zen Meditation; AEP Com
7:00p You Can’t Take It With You
7:45p 9am Choir

Wednesday, October 10, 2007

10:30a Statement Mailing

1:00p Archives Organizing

7:00p Memoirs; Executive Committee
7:00p Homosexuality and the Bible
7:30p Men'’s Spirituality; Yoga

8:00p Women'’s Spirituality

Thursday, October 11, 2007

9:30a Improvisational Dance

6:00p Powers of the Universe

7:30p 11:00a Choir Rehearsal

Friday, October 12, 2007

9:45a Covenant Group Curriculum
6:00p Evensong for Families

Saturday, October 13, 2007

8:30a  WORKDAY; Zen Meditation
Sunday, October 14, 2007

12:15p Getting to Know UU

12:45p Sunday Forum

1:00p 30-Somethings

5:00p Sr Hi Youth Programs

6:00p Freedom/Liberty/Justice for All
Monday, October 15, 2007

11:00a Gentle Yoga for Cancer Survivors
7:00p Greening Your Lifestyle

7:00p Social Dance; BREAD Team
7:00p Building Committee

Tuesday, October 16, 2007

9:00a Newsletter folding

10:00a Archives Organizers

12:00p Lebed Cancer Exercise

1:.00p Cancer Support Group

4:30p Support Group

5:00p Memoirs V

5:30p Choir Rehearsal Dinner

6:30p Children’s Choir

7:00p Youth Choir; Development Com
7:30p Men’s Spirituality; Membership Com
7:30p Zen Meditation; Finance Committee
7:45p 9am Choir Rehearsal
Wednesday, October 17, 2007

1:00p Archives Organizing

5:00p Covenant Group Steering Team
7:00p UU Humanists

7:30p Men’s Spirituality

8:00p Women'’s Spirituality

Next issueOctober 14, 2007
Deadlines:
1:00pm - hard copy in church office
6:00pm - e-mails, olwfire@yahoo.com




CHURCH NEWS

FROM THE BOARD: Summary of
September 26, 2007 minutes:

Chas Williams lit the chalice and read
from a 1988 vision for the church;

Staff highlights and sharing were presente
by Caroline Balderston Parry. Wendy had
just returned from the OMD Clergy Retreat
and four members of the church had
attended the recent Youth Advisory training.

Parents of Infants and Toddleisa new
group that has formed, increasing the
number of “hospitality and grace” activities.

A meeting is set for November 3 to discusg
and evaluate the UU principles, as requeste
by the UUA Commission on Appraisal.

Sandra Aska was appointed chair of the
Arts and Space team. Olwen Firestone was
appointed chair of the Communications
Committee. Barbie Luna, Charlie Haldeman
and Geoff Mize were appointed to the DRE
Search Committee. Kathleen Fowler was
authorized to perform marriages.

We viewed the JUC Video titled “Ideas for
Growth,” the mechanics of creating a
welcoming congregation, and discussed
what keeps people returning to the church.

Debra Boyd reported that we still have
some outstanding pledges and an
uncollected balance from the Capital
Campaign in the approximate amount of
$98,000. We finished the 06-07 fiscal year
with a budget surplus of just over $12,000.

OMD Conference on Church Growth will
be held here on Oct.6.

-- Judy Houston, Board Secretary

BREAKING THROUGH:Growth in
Numbers & Commitment is an Ohio
Meadville District (OMD) Leadership
Conference to be hosted at our church,
Saturday, October 6from 8:30 to 4:00.
Keynote speaker is the Rev. Peter Morales,
senior minister at the Jefferson Unitarian
Church in Golden, Colorado, a church

recognized at the 2006 General Assembly o

the Unitarian Universalist Association as a
Breakthrough Congregation. (See
September 16th Discoverer, page 4.)
**Home hospitality needed:
Several attendees have requested "home
hospitality" rather than staying at a hotel. At
the moment we need five rooms for Friday
night. Please consider offering home
hospitality to a fellow UU from out of town.
We will coordinate guests with hosts and
provide several options for meeting the
people, either at First Friday, or they can
come directly to your house. They will be up
and out for the conference early on Saturday.
This hosting is a wonderful experience
which provides a chance to meet other UUs
from across our district.

If you can help out, please email Charlie
Haldeman at haldeman.5@osu.edu or leave
a message at (614) 326-2695.

SAVE THE DATE! The Building Com-
mittee will be hosting another work day at
First UU, Saturday, October 1,®am-1pm.
We'll serve a fabulous breakfast starting at
8:30am. Please help us clean, paint, repair,
and do other general chores. We had over 50
people attend the workday last May and we
hope to have that many or more this time.

All tools and materials will be provided.
Childcare for those who need it. Please sign-
up at the Building Committee’s table in
Fellowship Hall following Sunday services,
or e-mail michael@firstuucolumbus.org and
let us know you plan on being there. Thanks.
-- Michael Brennan, Administrator

SUNDAY FORUM October 14, 12:45 pm.
John Judge will speak on the topic,
Understanding America's Hidden History.

He will discuss covert operations, political
assassinations, the questions never answered
about 9/11 and the plans for martial law.
Judge works for Representative Cynthia
McKinney, U.S. Congress.



FIRST FRIDAY Join usOctober 5for an
evening created for the enjoyment of the
entire family! Potluck at 6:30 (bring food
for six) with activities at 7:30pm 1) Contra
Dancehosted by Kate Power*; 2) “Driven
to Abstraction” member show through
poetry Join our UU Poets for a reading of
their responses to the visual artwork on
display. Share a poem of your own by
reading or contributing to a notebook that
will become part of the show. Please bring
your poems on 8 ¥2 x 11" paper;Barvest
Activitiesfor the 5-11 yr. olds; 4Board
Gamedor all ages; and Syommunity
Forumwith Dr. Karen Mancl, Professor,
OSU Caollege of Food, Agricultural and
Environmental Sciences, dine Ethics and
Merits of Selling and Buying Bottled Water.
And a new regula80+ Singleggroup! .
(Please register for this at 433-0363.)
Childcare available also.

— Shilah Griffeth (599-8593)
* We are hosting many out-of-town
attendees to the district conference on
Membership Growth and "Radical
Hospitality." Folks are coming early to share
fellowship at the potluck and Contra Dance!
First UU Board member Kate Power will be
the caller, with the hot old-time music of the
Timbre Wolves, including Board Chair Chas
Williams and First UU member Carl Yaffey!
Kate will teach a beginner's immersion
course at 7:30; we'll begin dancing before
8:00. Let's show our OMD visitors what
Radical Hospitality really means on the
dance floor! Admission is free, but
donations are welcome. Children are
welcome to try the dancing.

ENTERTAINMENT BOOKS Come and
see the new book with hundreds of 50% off
coupons to local restaurants, sporting event
etc. $20 each. Coupons can be used
through 11/1/08. See Karin Erickson, 614-
833-6479, on Sundays in Fellowship Hall.

UJ

“SETTLERS” Ellen Carville-Ziemer, the
Ohio Meadville District Young Adult
Consultant, describes those who are in their
30s as “settlers.” Is that you? Would you
like to meet other “settlers™? Come to
Room 7 on October 14, 1-3 p.m. to talk
about program ideas. This will be an in-
formal gathering with plenty of time to
connect and talk about what it means to be a
“settler.” Feel free to bring you lunch or
munchies to share. Childcare can be
arranged if you contact Rev. Wendy Fish by
October 9 with numbers and ages :
WendyFish@ FirstUUColumbus.org

BOOKBITES October 167 to 9 pmin
Slowter Lounge. New topic is "Western
Expansion: Here, There, Anywhere,
Anytime.” -- Kathleen Boston, 262-4025.

UU EVOLUTIONARY EVANGELISTS
Rev. Michael Dowd and his science writer
wife, Connie Barlow, have spoken in more
than 250 UU churches and fellowships over
the past 5 years and were recently featured
on the cover of the UU World:
http://thankgodforevolution.com/blog/p,36
Rev. Dowd's forthcoming book, “Thank
God for Evolution!” has been endorsed by
five Nobel Laureates and many other
luminaries including prominent UU
ministers. Advance copies can be purchased
for $15 each (40% off retail) from Dowd's
website: www.ThankGodforEvolution.com.

VIDEOS The Brian Swimme weekly video
series begin$hursday, October 4, 6 —
7:30pm#1 Seamlessness; #2 Centration
(10/11); #3 Allurement (10/18). (“Non-
noisy foods welcome!) Register with AEP.

RECEPTION Join us to party with the
Driven to Abstractiorartists on Sunday,
October 21, 12:45pm. Share food, art and
the inspiration behind this, the largest
member exhibition in First UU history!



YOGA CLASS Wednesdays, 7:30-9p.m. .
Gentle progressive comfortable poses are
balanced with relaxation and plenty of
tranquility. Modifications offered and
benefits explained. Classic Hatha Integral
Yoga aims towards an Easeful body, a
Peaceful mind, and a Useful life. —Linda
Weigelt RYT, 397-7296, or just come with a
yoga mat or towel and small blanket.

BOOK EXCHANGE Buukstore‘Bring
One/Take OneBook Exchange, Sunday
October 28 in Fellowship Hall after each
Service: « Bring books you no longer want
(No magazines, damaged books or text
books). ¢ Take home the books you would
like to read. You may take more books than
you brought, or take books even if you did
not bring any. We'd like each book to find a
home. < Books still on the table at the end
will be donated.

EXTEND A WELCOME The International
Society For Krishna Consciousness
(ISKCON) is renting space at the church on
most Sunday nights. They hold a Hindu
service in the Worship Center and have a
vegetarian dinner, with much socializing.
Almost all of them are natives of India.
John and | attended this recently, following
their invitation, to let them know that the
congregation welcomed them. We
encourage you to come to the church on a
Sunday night when it is scheduled, put on
your nhame tag, and, from 5 to 6 p.m., let the
attendees know that they are welcome. The
will welcome you to dine with them on
traditional Indian food. This is not an

official church function, just a rental, but we
are happy that First UU is providing them a
place for their gatherings. -- Jo Dickinson

THANKS The church program staff (Mark,
Wendy, Caroline and Michael) would like to
recognize those who cook for us in our

many occasions including our great
breakfasts to start the Work Days. Ellin Ray
and Becky Wolff cooked for our Fellowship
dinner and other times. Sherri Stubbs and
Pat Larson have cooked for various other
functions. Karen Lewis and Tom Dodge
head up teams which cook monthly for the
YWCA Family Center and Faith
Mission/Pater Noster, respectively. Kelly
Hopkins heads a team which actually gets
the food to the table! Many others cook for
us and we would like to thank you all.

We encourage others who might like to
prepare some meal or snack to please
consider doing so, e.g. serving a dinner
before the children’s choir rehearsals on
Tuesday nights. There are many other times
when it would be great to have food; if you
are interested in providing such a meal,
please contact the front office (267-4946x21)
to check on the kitchen’ availability.

YOUNG ADULTS The Ohio Meadville
District meeting will be held oBaturday,
Ocotber 20, 10-6at UU Church of Akron to
discuss programming needs. $15 for the day;
$20 to stay Friday and Saturday nights for
socializing. Lunch and Dinner included.
Register at www.connectUU.com. Email
ecarvill@ohiomeadville.org for childcare.

SOCIAL JUSTICE

fabulous kitchen. Adrienne Novak cooks for

FOOD PANTRY Don't forget to bring in
empty aluminum cans; child friendly and
protein-rich foods; winter coats (male and
female, all ages) and sweaters, blankets for
the cold. Please keep up the good work!
The need is great.-- Jacques Angelino

HEIFER INTERNATIONAL Purchase
your gifts with a social conscience at the
Social Action Table. Gift cards are
available. Remember: Heifer offers a
handup, not a hand out.



YWCA FAMILY CENTER Many thanks

to the volunteers who prepped, cooked,
served and cleaned up for the Friday,
September 28 meal at the Family Center.
The census was high, but we had a smooth-
running and successful meal thanks to Sean
McCutcheon and Gabe Schaefer, my co-
coordinators, plus our “regular” volunteers —
Holly Borghese, Candyce Walchesky, and
our dish tankers extraordinaire — Barbie and
Megan Luna (who also provided homemade|
salsa from the YWCA Family Center
vegetable garden). Susan Marcum and her
two children joined us and did a fantastic job
We fed about 190 people.

And thanks to Barb Hunt at Wendy’s
corporate for AGAIN donating flour tortillas,
lettuce, tomatoes, onions and ground beef.

If you would like to volunteer, or assist with
coordinating a meal, contact Karen Lewis,
klewisb@yahoo.com, 614-652-1496; Sean
McCutcheon, nyyman29@yahoo.com; or
Gabe Schaefer, schaeferg@wowway.com.

— Karen Lewis

PEACE EFFORT William Sinkford, UUA
President, will lobby Congress October 10 to
end the war in Irag. He hopes to bring
signatures of 25,000 UUs to our representatives
attention. Petitions will be available for
signature in Fellowship Hall Sunday,
October 7. Or sign now at:

uua.org/news/newssubmissions/45402.shtnl.

An opportunity to be heard! We are one of
BREAD's (Building Responsibility, Equality,
and Dignity) 51 congregations holding house
meetings between October 3 and November
11, 2007 to surface problems in our central
Ohio community and to build networks to
address those problems. The resulting report
will be the basis for selecting B.R.E.A.D.’s

D

possible action issues.

Plan to attend a two-hour (maximum)
housemeeting to enjoy the company of other
UUs and their friends, neighbors, and
colleagues and to give your input in a
facilitated discussion. House meetings
scheduled so far:

* 7:00 p.m., Thursday, October 18
(Karen/Dick Dawson, 43214); * 4:00 p.m.,
Saturday, October 20 (Charlie/Margaret
Haldeman, 43220);

*7:00 p.m., Monday, October 22 (Susan
Musick, 43235); * 1:00 p.m., Sunday,
November 4 (Karen Lewis at the church,
43214); * 4:00 p.m., Sunday, November 11
(Cathy Elkins, 43202)

We hope to have input from at least 150
participants. Several additional meeting
times/areas will be available by Sunday, October
7. Sign up to attend a BREAD House Meeting
in Fellowship Hall after October services or
contact Alice Rathburn, alice37@insight.rr.com,
895-2109, 563-0536, or Karen Lewis,
klewisb@yahoo.com, 598-5822.

To support BREAD financially, write your
generous, tax-deductible check to BREAD
(not First UU); send it to the church in an
envelope marked BREAD. If your company
will match your investment, please ask
about the process before you write your
check. BREAD is a 501(c)(3) tax-deductible
corporation, tax ID number 31-1467082.

EMPTY BOWLS Saturday, October 27,
11am-2pmThis annual event is a fundraiser for
the Mid-Ohio Foodbank. We (and other
churches and locations) provide the soup and the
space, and the Columbus Recreation and Parks
Dept. brings everything else: bread, beverages,
and an amazing array of ceramic bowls made
throughout the year at Columbus rec centers.
Sign up at the Social Justice Table to bring a pot
of your favorite soup or to help serve, or just
come on October 27 to enjoy the hot soup and
good company and pick out a bowl ($10
donation)-- Marge Lynd (262-2730, 937-5690;
lynd.1@osu.edu).



CARING COMMITTEE

Happy Birthday tdViartha Saengerwho
celebrates her 91st birthday on October 4.

Best wishes t&aroline Rayner and
Bernadette Vankeerbergenwho were

legally married, in Belgium, last week.
Many friends and family members made the
trip to Europe to celebrate with them.

A speedy recovery thina Lewis who had
outpatient elective surgery this past
week. She is at home recuperating.

Our sympathy tdRev. Beth Marshall of the
Findley UU church whose mother died this
past week; and tBarb Fisher whose 20-
year-old cousin, Riverboat First Mate Josh
Harris, drowned on the Ohio River in the
line of duty.

Welcome toAlma Kuhlman Stewart who

is here in Columbus to complete course
work at OSU this quarter. Her husband,
Tom Stewart, a former active member, is
teaching at Truman University in Missouri.

Our thoughts are witAmy Longar who
has been diagnosed with breast cancer.

The celebration odPam Chen'slife took
place on Sunday, September 23. We thank
Sandy Coen, Florence Jain, Greg Houston
and Judy Houston for being greeters; Carol
Cameron, Julie Henderson, Erica Scurr and
Olwen Firestone for helping with the
reception; Tom Dodge, David Grant and
Cindi Kerkhoff of First UU’s Cooking for
Faith Mission/Pater Noster group for
providing desserts; and Don Hippensteel for
helping with set-up.
-- Jo-E. Miller and Carole Wilhelm,
Memorial Service Coordinators

THE STAFF QUARTET

Yes, this is all four of the Program Staff. ThisMark and Wendy and Caroline and Michael
(Ministers, Director of Religious Education and @tuAdministrator) speaking. We are
producing a joint column for this issue becausdhimk this is so important.

In the sixties there were CR groups everywherensCiousness-Raising. Why did consciousness
need to be raised? Because of social issues ttiatextifrom inequality. Back in the 60s, you
could, for example, count the number of women inmainistry on one hand. Few had ever seen
women in the pulpit. So folks found ways to createles to “raise consciousness” about
women'’s place in society. This even included oligi@us language where we changed “man”

to “humankind,” etc. Also there were no sexual mites at all back in the 60s that anyone

knew about. Even among Unitarian Universalists (JJdany found the issue very painful, and
resisted for years, until the Welcoming Congregapoogram, which was a form of CR. Little

by little, because of all these attentive prograimsgs changed among us. Today, women and
sexual minorities serve among us in every way apprtionate numbers.



The purpose of CR groups was to awaken people &b thiby had not been aware of. It was to
teach them to see and hear what they did not skbear automatically. It's not an easy process,
certainly. But when your mind becomes aware of whairmally doesn’t notice, you might make
different decisions in any part of your life. THauech can take the lead on this kind of growth.

Some time ago our congregation decided to makdadmé available so we could include parents
at as many events as possible. More recently yoa baen hearing about the needs of youth,
young adult and college age people in our midst, Bere is another group in this congregation
which, although present and loyal all the time,arenuch enters our fields of vision when we
make decisions about meetings, eventsWire talking about our seniors.

For example, many seniors who want to be partefita of the congregation have transport-
ation challenges. They may not own a car, be lanitg rising gas costs, or find night-driving
very difficult. To schedule any event, for examgteanething in the evening, without giving a
thought to whether our seniors are able to commbrequires our own consciousness to be
raised. And when driving is no longer possiblehisirch no longer possible?

This consciousness-raising about our seniors isan@taff alone...it’s for us all. Our congre-
gation is made up of people who agree to come hegeaind we are of all ages. There can be no
central age that is dominant, since all of us a®essary, according to our great covenantal
tradition. How can we be more inclusive? Maybe gan offer to help drive someone now and
then who otherwise could not show up. How mightomerdinate a ride service? There are
probably many more links that can be made as dt r@fstaised consciousness that so far have
not occurred to us. Please bring them to our attent

We want to express gratitude to our Commissiongdleader Candidate, Dick Dawson, who is
attentively responding to some of the needs oteniors and also to thank the many Caring
Committee volunteers who already reach out to iddais in our midst meeting a variety of needs.

We are inviting you all to join us as we raise awareness and sensitivities to higher levels than
ever before. Thanks for helping to make this ceggtion a place where
an initiative like this is not peripheral, but cexitto our spirit.

Mark, Wendy, Caroline and Michael

From Mark Belletini: | was bitten on the ankle &gpider. My ankle was swollen which was
why | was limping on Sunday, September 23. Myeankl be better by the time you read this!

Rev. Mark Belletini, Senior Minister Michael Brennan, Church Administrator
Rev. Wendy Fish, Associate Minister Marian Garcia, Administrative Assistant
Rev. Carol Brody, Minister Emerita Joe Voltolini, Bookkeeper

Caroline Balderston Parry, Interim Dir. of Relgidaducation Deb McGuire, Staff Secretary

Lori Jones, RE Assistant Dtippensteel, Events Coordinator
Stephanie Rottmayer, Director, School for Youngl@kn Naoko Kobayashi, Facilities Assistant
Tony McDonald, Music Director BGgatHausmann, Custodial Assistant
Doug O’Neal/Elizabeth Woodhouse, Choir Directors Bob Graffagnino, Co-Webmaster
Nathan Hamm, Pianist/Accompanist vike®'Neil, Co-Webmaster

Chas Williams, Chair, Board of Trustees Olwen Firestone, Newsletter Editor




“FIND THE NEW MEMBER”
Play the Game and Win a Prize

#1 Which new member of our church can often badawaveling in a truck and belting out 80s
rock tunes?

The answer is found on the New Members BulletinrBaa the hallway between Fellowship

Hall and the kitchen area.. Wearing your nameftad,this new member during the time
between the two Sunday services, but before 11 AlSunday, October 7 identify yourself,

and extend this greeting: "You're nd, you like to travel in a truck and belt out
80s rock tunes."” Then say something about yourdeldfv long you have been a church member
and how you serve our church.

This new member has a prize for the first threesssful sleuths who carefully and deliberately
follow all directions. Only one prize per familypusehold or relationship.

To be eligible for the grand prize drawing, all wiers must personally register with the chair
of the Membership Committee.

#2 While attending Summer Institute for the firste, this new member of our church realized
the following:“I learned | have been a UU all my life, but didn’tknow it.” Who is this new
member?

The answer is found on the New Members BulletinrBaa the hallway between Fellowship
Hall and the kitchen area. Wearing your nameftad,this new member during the time
between the two Sunday services, but before 11 ASunday, October 21 identify yourself,
and extend this greetingvou’re , and you’ve been a UU all yodife, but

didn’t know it!” Then explain the meaning of the term “Welcomingn@egation” as it is used
among the member churches in the Unitarian Unilistgessociation. Sleuth truth: This new
member sings in one of our choirs.

This new member has a prize for the first threesssful sleuths who carefully and deliberately
follow all directions. Only one prize per familyphsehold or relationship.

To be eligible for the grand prize drawing, all waers must personally register with Steve
Kraynak, chair of the Membership Committee.

The Membership Committee has more fun!



THOUGHTS FROM OUR INTERIM DRE....

| am so excited to be able to bring my home-geprdrpaper materials to the new paper
recycling bin at church! Hurrah for this initiativend thanks to all who have contributed so far.
This sparks several thoughts and questions for me:

1) If we could have a paper recycle box next tagtash bin in our building, would we all
remember to sort our garbage? Can we train ourselveto throw any paper products "away,"
like napkins or toilet rolls or that bag from Paais? How will we deal with the extra collection
labor necessary?

2) As a Canadian used to curbside blue-box colleatverywhere, | find the variety of recycling
practices in different areas of greater Columbugequystifying. Is there no way here to ensure
everyone can recycle at least very close to honmre2h#ere any key political pressure points we
as a concerned community might work on?

3) During my recent stay in Kerala, South Indiegdlized what a big issue the relationship of
trash/garbage/pollution/beauty/land use is for hdeVved the green landscape, but mourned the
litter everywhere among the tropical foliage; adedithe old teak and palm-thatch buildings and
was appalled at the fashion for cement-plastered,amon-traditional in design and unsuited to
the monsoon weather.

Forty years ago there was very little waste inlrfexala -- every scrap of newspaper became
packaging; crows, chickens and dogs picked ovekitbben scraps. On this visit, | saw, with
horror, that almost everything | might throw awag plastic bag or a small dental floss container,
for instance, had no place to be hidden -- justtwea refuse pile beside my hostel and sat on
the ground as evidence of my unthinking consumpfioMNorth America , we don't have to live
face-to-face with our garbage, yet "disposablesthia go somewhere! And our Western
penchant for convenience means that styrofoamsplatee become much more desirable than
the old-style plates made of fresh-picked banaaagle in South India.

So how am | going to put this concern into actienehat First UU? Well, | am bringing in my
paper, for sure! Next, | want to learn how to reglover-packaging -- suggestions welcome!

\

@
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We have LOTS of Sunday School new®)verall, classes are vibrant but full, and the $Synd
School Committee is encouragiagy families who are able to switch to the 9 am seice to
please do so As of October 7, the 9 am Multi-Age class will spliinto an older and a

younger group, and our goal is to have three levelsf programming at 9 am in place by
January. Thanks to the many people who have sent us theinmnts and support for thinking
about how to balance the two Sunday Schools and i&ih@st for the overall growth and health
of our Religious Education programs. We have heeheoffers to teach or be volunteer helpers
and are still looking for further teachers for 9agpecially in the New Year.

New to Religious Education at First UU? Once your child/ren have visited our Sunday Sthoo
classes for three weeks, we ask you to registerfamily for the year — on the yellow-edged
registration forms for Pre-School through Gr 5 #melgreen-edged forms for Gr 6 and up. The
Sunday School Information Area has copies of tmm$&) please remember to fill in both sides.

Our new Sr. High Covenant Grouphas begun meeting bi-weekly at 11 am in the Cenfe
Room with facilitators Vanessa Reed and Gwynne Yasd ten committed youth (now a closed
group). Other Sr. Hi youth are encouraged to dttbe service or to see if there is a volunteer
needed somewhere (Toddler Room, serving coffepjrigelacques Angelino, etc.).

Sr Hi “You the Creator” Evenings begin Sunday October 7, 6-8pm); facilitators wéllbd by
Beki Test. The first session will focus on creatiwdting and the First UWDriven to Abstraction
art exhibits. This group will meet bi-weekly, amgito meet on alternate Sundays from the
Youth Covenant Group, and will be “a drop-in as yoe able” group.

This year's Coming of Age Clas®f six Grade 9 students is off to a grand staattiigg to know
one another, talking about mentors, retreats, wesklicture and the topic of values
clarification. This is now a closed group thatrtstat 11 am each week.

Grade 8 Our Whole Lives or OWL classes have 13 committed youth (now a closedpdrou
starting at 11 am each week. (Evidently one dsomsabout names for body parts was a very
humorous one. Is that Our Howl Lives?) Any non-D@&fade 8 youth are welcome to join the
Grade 6-7-8 class studying Neighboring Faiths.

Neighboring Faiths, our Grades 6-7-8 class which visits many diffeygates of worship in the
area, starts at 11 am each week. Their initiagldes have been about Judaism. First visit (to an
Eastern Orthodox church) will take place next wéagtober 7.Parents: Registration and
Peermission forms must be filled in and signed fathe year. Class won’t always convene at
this building, so leaders need your contact inf(ARS -- Marc Pinsonneault 447-8407

Our newest OWL adventure is the Grade kight-week series of age-appropriate sexuality
education, led by Lou Bernard and Angie Gill. GkeEsbegan with a session for both parents and
children, and 13 families are now committed toratteegularly over the time period. A key

11



concept is that parents are the primary sex edigctdotheir children, and parents and teachers
will work closely to make this a good experiencetfe children involved. Any Grade 1
children NOT in the OWL class at 11 am for the neten OWL weeks, may attend the
Kindergarten or Grade 2 Stepping Stone Year clalssre teachers will welcome them.

The Kindergarten class working with the Web of Life curriculum, has begming outside to
see their “special piece of land” that they willlbeking at, studying, and planting every week.
There are a lot of burrs, and some days therebeithud, snow and other surprises. Please
remember to dress your child appropriately, sogorain and snow coats/boots etc. to class.

The 11 am Pre-School class is very full already aneéachers would be glad to have any
volunteer helpers The first few weeks have been busy with makiagne tags and learning
each other’s names. Parents please notemyai sign your children in when you drop them
off in Rms 3-4, and sign them out when you pick tha up at 12:15 pm. You are very
welcome to stay until your child is comfortablesg) pleassign up for oumorning potluck,
Sunday, October 14, 9:45am until 10:55arm the preschool classroom.

NEWS! Youth overnight at church! Who? Youth grades 7\Wken? October 19 — 20 at 7pm
(eat dinner beforehand); What? An active fun evgnivith a focus on building a stronger youth
community, led by YASC, our Youth Adult Steeringr@mittee. Come join the fun, learn about
what you can do as a youth at first UU. Saturdayning trip to Ronald McDonald House to
donate our pop can tabs (please keep the collegtimg!). Snacks and breakfast will be
provided. Contact the RE office for registrationails. (Registration is free!)

ADULT ENRICHMENT PROGRAMS (AEP)

Building Your Own Theology (BYOT) To be initiated three times this year: November 28,
January 16 and March 19. A class for adults seagchir a systematic and communal approach
to the process of building a new theology on tiséduee of the old, designed for those who come
to UUism from another religious tradition. 10 claessions. Steve Kraynak will introduce the
first session and set up course guide-lines. Maatits will prepare and facilitate the remaining
sessions. Preparatory reading and writing homewBtkase come prepared on the first day
with a draft statement of a personal credo, om& ®theology. Required materials: BYOT,
volume 1, by Richard S. Gilbert ISBN: 1-55896-408-2000; this is available for $14 from the
R.E. office or AEP table on Sundays, plus your @easjournal and pen.

Class size: minimum of 5; maximum, 10 -15.

TheSoul Collagegroup is regrouping, and hopes to meet on theadd4th
Thursdays. “Collage is a metaphor that means ideodering and gathering and re-weaving of
energy bits already out there in the universe.e(@eFrostSoul Collag¢é New members
welcome. More info from Caroline Parry.

TheWelcoming Congregationcourse is a chance to revisit how and why we @&awy
Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgender, or GLBT-frieradiggregation at First UU. The six work-
shops based on the UUA curriculum will begin Wedlags October 10 with a special lecture by
Rev. Mark Belletini orHomosexuality and the BibleAll are welcome. The course will continue
on Wednesday evenings from October 22 through Nbeerh9. For further details, see the AEP
course brochure.
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