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THE FIRST UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CHURCH 
93 West Weisheimer Rd. Columbus OH 43214 
phone: 614-267-4946; fax: 614-267-4924 
email: Office@FirstUUColumbus.org 
web http://www.FirstUUColumbus.org 
emergency contact: 309-8616 

 
PUBLISHED BI-WEEKLY 
 
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
 
  
 
 
 
 TIME DATED MATERIAL – PLEASE DELIVER PROMPTLY 
 

 
 
 
 

WORSHIP SERVICES 
 
  Sunday, August 12, 2007 – 10:00 A.M.         Gretchen Curtis 

 

Standing on the Shoulders of Giants: Susan B. Anthony 
Susan B. Anthony was a pioneer in social movements of the latter half of the 19th century, 
including temperance, abolition and woman suffrage.  
Gretchen S. Curtis has been a member of First UU Church since April 2005. 
 

  Sunday, August 19, 2007 – 10:00 A.M.    Rev. Mark Belletini 
 

This Refulgent Summer: Better to Have Things in Common or Be Unique? 
 Standing on the Shoulders of Giants: Ralph Waldo Emerson 
 

  Sunday, August 26, 2007      Rev. Mark Belletini 
 

Spiritual Growth: A Life of Wholeness 
 Standing on the Shoulders of Giants: Joseph Priestley 
 

Don’t forget to collect some water from your “summer adventures – local or far away” for the 
Water Ceremony on September 9, 2007.   (See “Markings” in `the May 27 newsletter.) 
The schedule of Worship Services at 9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. resumes on September 9.
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Wednesday, August 8, 2007 
9:00a  Peace Camp 
10:30a Statement Mailing 
1:00p  Archives Organizing 
7:00p  Memoir Writing 
7:00p  Exec. Committee 
7:30p  Men’s Spirituality 
8:00p  Women’s Spirituality 
Thursday, August 9, 2007 
9:00a  Peace Camp 
9:30a  Improvisational Dance 
6:30p  Personnel Committee 
7:00p  Soul Collage 
Friday, August 10, 2007 
9:00a  Peace Camp 
6:30p  Board Retreat 
Saturday, August 11, 2007 
8:00a  Board Retreat (offsite) 
8:30a  Zen Meditation 
Sunday, August 12, 2007  
10:00a Worship Service 
10:15a All Ages Program 
11:00a Getting to Know UU 
11:30a Radical Hospitality 
11:30a Sunday Forum 
1:00p  The Play’s the Thing 
Monday, August 13, 2007    
11:00a Gentle Yoga for Cancer Survivors 
7:00p  Social Dance  
7:00p  Grief and Loss 
Tuesday, August 14, 2007  
10:00a Archives Organizing 
12:00p Lebed Cancer Exercise 
1:00p  Cancer Support Group 
4:30p  Support Group 
7:00p  Membership Committee 
7:30p  Zen Meditation  
Wednesday, August 15, 2007 
1:00p  Archives Organizing  
7:00p  RE Council; UU Humanists 
7:30p  Men’s Spirituality 
8:00p  Women’s Spirituality 
Thursday, August 16, 2007 
9:30a  Improvisational Dance 
12:00p Special Forum 
 

Friday, August 17, 2007 
12:00p Cooking for Faith Mission 
Saturday, August 18, 2007 
8:30a  Zen Meditation 
1:00p  OMD Membership Conference 
Sunday, August 19, 2007 
10:00a Worship Service/Children’s Prog. 
10:00a YASC (Youth Adult Steering Com.) 
11:00a Getting to Know UU 
11:30a Radical Hospitality 
Monday, August 20, 2007 
11:00a Gentle Yoga for Cancer Survivors 
7:00p  Social Dance; BREAD Team 
7:00p  Building Committee 
Tuesday, August 21, 2007 
9:00a  Newsletter folding 
10:00a Archives Organizers 
12:00p Lebed Cancer Exercise 
1:00p  Cancer Support Group 
4:30p  Support Group 
5:00p  Memoirs V 
7:00p  Book Bites; Development Com. 
7:30p  Men’s Spirituality 
7:30p  Zen Meditation; Finance Committee 
Wednesday, August 22, 2007 
12:30p Midweek Forum 
1:00p  Archives Organizing 
7:00p  Board of Trustees 
7:30p  Men’s Spirituality 
8:00p  Women’s Spirituality 
 
 

Next issue of the Discoverer 
August 19, 2007 

Deadlines: 
12 noon - hard copy in church office 
6:00pm -  e-mails, olwfire@yahoo.com 
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                                          CHURCH NEWS 
 
SUMMER SERVICES  There is one 
service only – at 10:00 a.m. – until 
September 9.  On September 9 our two 
services (at 9 and 11a.m.) will both include 
the Water Ceremony. 
 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
Summary of July 25, 2007 Minutes 
• Doug Zelinski shared highlights from the 
leadership conference that he attended. This 
was a week-long Meadville Lombard 
Seminary course held at First Unitarian 
Church in Dallas, Texas. He will be willing 
to share information with anyone who 
requests it. 
• Michael Brennan reported that 1) plans for 
handicap accessibility are moving forward. 
2) A recycling bin for paper will be placed 
outside by the storage building. The bin will 
produce some income for the church. (See 
below for details.) 
• Deb McGuire has begun her job as Sunday 
Receptionist in the office; we welcome her. 
• Dick Dawson gave a presentation to 
summarize the past year and his accomp-
lishments as a Commissioned Lay Leader 
(CLL) candidate.  He spoke of his goals and 
focus for the upcoming year. He thanked 
Wendy for her guidance and support. 
• Bob Gordon was elected board vice chair 
for the current year. 
• The board retreat is scheduled for August 
10 and 11. 
 -- Judy Houston, Board Secretary 
 
RECYCLING PAPER  Starting the week 
of August 20, you will notice a new 
dumpster right next to our old dumpster by 
the storage shed in the parking lot. The new 
dumpster will be for paper only. In an effort 
to be a little more “green” and to generate 
some revenue for First UU, we ask that you 
bring any and all paper that you can and 

place it in our new green dumpster. No 
cardboard or phonebooks, please.  
   We will have boxes placed around the 
church in appropriate spots to collect paper 
for recycling. If you are able to place boxes 
at your office or place of work for collecting 
paper and then bring those boxes and dump 
them in our dumpster, that would be great. If 
anyone has any ideas on how we may be 
able to collect even more paper for recycling, 
please let me know.  
   Other churches in our area are able to 
generate good amounts of revenue through 
recycling. The more we recycle the more we 
are paid per ton, so please start bringing all 
your paper to our dumpster, starting on 
August 20.  Thank you. 
   -- Michael Brennan 
 
PATH TO MEMBERSHIP  The session 
scheduled for August 11 has been canceled. 
To register for the next session on 
September 15, call Laura Adams at 891-
5482 or email her at 
adams6492@sbcglobal.net or Steve 
Kraynak at 367-7336  or email him at  
skraynak@rr.columbus.com 
 
SUNDAY FORUM August 12, 11:30 a.m., 
Dr. Grey Austin, a long time friend of First 
UU and a retired educator at OSU, will 
speak on the topic, My Personal Search for 
a Plausible God. 
 
WOMEN’S SPIRITUALITY   The group 
meets on Wednesdays at 8:00pm.  
August 8: Chinese Women – Secrets with 
Liz James 
August 15: Music of Evalyn Parry (Caroline 
Balderston Parry’s daughter) – Jeanni Ray . 
August 22: Let’s Talk.   
August 29: Let’s Plan for the Future.  Please 
join us. 
 
SOUL COLLAGE  will meet on August 9, 
23 and September 6 from 7-9:30pm. 
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SPECIAL MIDWEEK FORUM Thursday, 
August 16, 12:00 noon, Editor Benjamin J. 
Marrison, The Columbus Dispatch 
Newspaper, will speak on the topic, 
What the Dispatch Has Now Become 
 
UU VISUAL ARTISTS    Driven to 
Abstraction is an interactive and inter-
generational exploration of art for the First 
UU Family. Friends and members who are 
visual artists are invited to submit up to 
three abstract artworks (hangable only) for 
our show during September and October. 
Take-in dates are Sunday, September 2, 
before and after the 9 and 11 a.m. worship 
service and Monday, September 3 and 
Tuesday, September 4 from 4 to 6:30 p.m. 
No titles on the works, please. 
   September 7 – First Friday, parents and 
kids looking at art together. 
   September 9 – Sunday Forum (12:45 pm), 
Joe Houston, Curator of Modern Art at the 
Columbus Museum of Art will speak on 
abstraction in art. 
   Calling all UU Poets! You are invited to 
compose a poem based on inspiration from 
one or more pieces of abstract art. A poetry 
reading with the artworks as backdrop is 
currently planned for First Friday in 
October. 
   Stay tuned for even more events, including 
an all-ages opportunity to create an 
individual piece of abstract art.  
   For more information, contact Tom 
Baillieul, AEP Chair at 447-1223; e-mail 
tbaillieul@amaxx.com – or – Jo Dickinson 
at 888-7677; e-mail corelli1att.net 
 
ALL SOLES CONTRA DANCE  -- 
Saturday, August 25, 7:30 p.m. in 
Fellowship Hall.  No skill or partner needed, 
all dances are taught.  Live old time music 
by Root Cellar String Band, caller Mark 
Anderson.  Beginner's instruction at 

7:30; dancing until 10:30.  $8 admission ($4 
for under age 25).  Childcare is available for 
those too young to dance.  Visit the website 
http://firstuucolumbus.org/AllSoles 
 
BUUKSTORE  You are invited to browse 
the Book Table on: August 12 and 26 
(summer hours).  Regular weekly schedule 
resumes September 9. 
 
BOOK BITES:   Meeting August 21 in 
Slowter Lounge, 7 to 9 pm.  New topic:   
A special book that we read in childhood.  
Questions, call Kathleen Boston 262-4025. 
 
GOING GREEN  Our grass is brown 
because we are trying to be green. Several 
persons have mentioned how dead the grass 
looks around the main entrance to the 
church. Well, it’s not dead, just dormant 
because of warm, dry weather. We don’t 
water much of our lawn for three reasons: 
1. It wastes water, a precious resource;  
2. It wastes money, also fairly precious; and 
3. It wastes the time of the person who 
would have to constantly monitor it.  
Some of the lawn on the north side is 
watered by the automatic irrigation system 
that is part of the Memorial Garden.  To 
install such a system throughout the church 
grounds would cost many thousands of 
dollars. Plantings around the building are 
watered by hand by volunteers. 
   The Building and Grounds Committee also 
tries to stay green by severely restricting the 
use of pesticides and herbicides and by 
using an organic lawn maintenance service. 
Sometimes our plants don’t look as nice as 
they could, but all plants everywhere will be 
better off. 
   A final request: After the work day in 
May, several small garden tools turned up 
missing. If you have one (they’re marked 
with UU), please return it to the church.   
-- David Richter, B&G Committee 
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ZEN MEDITATION  You are invited to 
meet members of the Zen Columbus sangha 
who will acquaint you with the structure and 
purpose of the two weekly “sits” at the 
church on Saturdays at 8:00 a.m. and 
Tuesdays at 7:30 p.m. 
   Everyone is welcome to the regularly held 
orientation sessions on the second Saturday 
of each month at 9:45 a.m. (August 11). 
www.zencolumbus.com 
 
PROGRAM COUNCIL  On June 11, 2007, 
the Program Council met to consider its 
ongoing vision and mission in the church. 
The meeting was attended by:Steve Kraynak, 
Caroline Balderston Parry, Tony Skrabak, 
Paula Hook, Dan Hronek, Linda Thompson, 
Kari Inglis, and Chas Williams 
   The Council did some visioning work for 
the coming year and identified various roles 
and functions that the Council saw for itself 
or did work on this year, as follows: 

1. Communication between committee 
heads. 

2. Problem solving between 
committees on church activities 

3. Welcoming new and current 
members 

4. Care and feeding of volunteers 
(related to 12, below) 

5. Opening worship and check in 
6. Chair transition training 
7. Church wide programming and 

training for recruiting leaders and 
collaboration with other committees 

8. Advocacy for changing the 
Constitution to elect members of the 
Worship and Membership 
Committees 

9. Recommend policy changes to the 
Board 

10. Coordination of honoring and 
commissioning of chairs of standing 
committees 

11. Calendar clearing 

12. Fostering spiritual growth of Council 
members as a means of deepening 
faith and sustaining energy and 
enthusiasm for the work. 

Because the time ran out, the list was cut 
short. The work of visioning and deciding 
on “the main thing” should be continued 
next year. Deepening the faith of the 
Council members, I believe, should be a 
major priority of the Council for its own 
health.  I also note that attendance was fairly 
slim all year, and some effort should be 
made toward personal contact to invite all 
leaders to attend Program Council. I believe 
that Program Council can be a dynamic 
programmatic body for training, worship, 
and welcoming for our beloved community. 
   Chas Williams, Chair, Board of Trustees 
 
                  SOCIAL JUSTICE 
 
YWCA FAMILY CENTER   Many thanks 
to the volunteers for the Friday, July 27 
meal at the Family Center – Holly Borghese, 
Donna Green, Sue Sinclair, Maureen 
Williams along with her sister-in-law, plus 
Barbie and Megan Luna.  And of course, my 
co-coordinators Sean McCutcheon and Gabe 
Schaefer.  We fed approximately 160 people. 
    In addition, thanks to Barb Hunt at 
Wendy’s Corporate for donating lettuce, 
tomatoes, onions and ground beef. 
    If you would like to volunteer, or assist 
with coordinating a meal or two, contact 
Karen Lewis at klewisb@yahoo.com or 614-
652-1496; Sean McCutcheon, 
nyyman29@yahoo.com; or Gabe Schaefer, 
schaeferg@wowway.com. 
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Only three more weeks until the official end 
of BREAD's member/corporate 2007 
support drive!  Have you made your 2007 
investment in BREAD (Building Respons-
ibility, Equality, and Dignity—the only 
interfaith, social-justice-seeking organi-
zation to which our church has made a 
congregation-wide commitment)?  Thanks 
to James and Shirley Cheney, David Easter, 
Olwen Firestone, Angela and David Gill, 
Paula Hook, Jo-E. and Gordon Miller, 
Marguerite Molk, Susan and Ronald Musick, 
John and Marilyn Orton (Dawn Malone's 
parents in Iowa), John and Jane Reisman, 
Debbie Shaw and Carl Yaffey, Joan 
Shkolnik, Roger and Brenda Snyder, Evelyn 
and Tom Stephens, James Svagerko and 
John Wise, Susan and Frederick Vierow, 
and Becky Wolff, all of whom have added 
their 2007 investments to BREAD's work to 
make systemic change for justice for all 
Central Ohioans. 
   Sixty-two of our members and friends 
have now invested $7,665 of First UU's 
$8,500-$10,000 goal at the following levels:  
Four (4) Thomas Starr King Circle of Justice 
($500 or more); four (4) Susan B. Anthony 
Tent of Equity ($300-$499); five (5) Hosea 
Ballou House of Hope ($200-$299); 17 
Clara Barton Caravan of Compassion ($100-
$199); 32 James Reeb Embracers of 
Equality ($10-$99). 
   Please help BREAD combat payday 
lending and truancy and improve access to 
early childhood education and health care.  
Write your generous, tax-deductible check 
to BREAD (not First UU) and send it to the 
church in an envelope marked BREAD.  If 
you work for a company that will match 
your investment, please ask it to do so.  

BREAD is a 501(c)(3) tax-deductible 
corporation, tax ID number 31-1467082. 
Plan to attend BREAD's Victory Dinner 
(6:00 p.m., Monday, August 27, at 
Immaculate Conception Church, 414 E. 
North Broadway) if your family is investing 
$50 or more in BREAD.  Contact Alice 
Rathburn (895-2109) or Karen Lewis (598-
5822) with questions. 
 
REFUGEE SPONSORSHIP  a letter 
received by the Social Justice Committee 
   My name is Sara Bobbitt and I am writing 
from Community Refugee and Immigration 
Services (CRIS) to see if The First Unitarian 
Universalist Church or any of its members 
would be interested in getting involved in 
refugee sponsorship…. 
   We would like to invite you to a 
breakfast we will be holding on August 14 
at 9:00 am. The breakfast will be held at 
the Panera on High Street directly behind 
the church.  Here we will be meeting with a 
variety of church members/representatives 
to talk about CRIS and the variety of ways 
that churches such as yours can become 
involved with the refugee community.  I 
would greatly appreciate it if you could pass 
this information on to anyone in your 
congregation who you think might be 
interested. It will be a casual and organic 
discussion where your congregation’s 
interests will also be discussed. An RSVP is 
not mandatory but it would be nice so that 
we could get an idea of the number of 
people to expect. If you have any questions 
feel free to call CRIS at (614) 840- 9634; 
ask for either Sara or Colleen. 
   Sincerely, Sara Bobbitt,  
Assistant Sponsorship Developer 
Community Refugee and Immigration 
Services  (The July 22 Discoverer has the 
entire letter.) 
 
 



 7 

FOOD PANTRY    Don’t forget that 
education is the best way to help the poor 
out of poverty. We need school supplies for 
the children whose families use the Feed My 
Sheep Food Pantry which First UU helps to 
support.  You may get book bags and fill 
them with #2 pencils, big pink erasers, one-
subject 70 page notebooks, wide-spaced 
filler paper, 16-count crayons, 16-count 
colored pencils, blue or black ball point pens, 
non-sharp point scissors, rulers with inch 
and centimeters, protractors etc. 
   Don’t forget we also need food: peanut 
butter, canned meats, spaghetti, sauce, 
canned vegetables and fruit, 3-lb bags of rice 
and 2-lb bags of pinto beans (available at 
Aldi’s for a good price). 
   And…please bring in your empty 
aluminum cans.  Many thanks.   
 
HEIFER INTERNATIONAL  .  
   Congratulations on the great job all of you 
did last year with your donations.  We are 
off to a great start this year with a $500 
donation, two $50 donations and several 
smaller amounts.  And again thanks to the 
kindergarten class last year for their highly 
successful bake sale and donations and all 
the fun…Heifer, in its 64th year of operation, 
has helped 7,000,000 families out of poverty. 
Heifer has worked in 128 countries and 38 
U.S. states with 20 inner city projects in the 
USA.    -- Jacques 
 
  CARING COMMITTEE 
 
John Grinstead and Tiffany Goldstein 
were married yesterday in the Park of Roses 
with Rev. Wendy Fish officiating. 
Congratulations to them and their children 
Sam, Grace, Arielle and Alysia. 
 
Su Ann Farnlacher fell and broke her arm 
on Saturday, July 29. 
 

Bob Gordon placed his mother under 
hospice care last week.  
 
Our caring thoughts are with Cathy 
Hausmann's mother, Mary Payne, will be in 
OSU Hospital for 9-14 days for a Whipple 
condition, which is a rare intestinal disorder, 
starting Monday, August 6.  
 
Nancy Lee fell and fractured her hip and a 
wrist.  Surgery for her hip was successful.  
She is now at Dodd Hall at OSU for re-hab. 
 
Paul Wherry died Friday night. The funeral 
service will be held at 11 am on Monday 
August 13 at the Schoedinger Chapel in 
Worthington (6699 N. High St.).Visitation 
hours at the chapel are from 4-7pm on 
Sunday August 12.  Our sympathy to his 
family and to his close friend, Alice Faryna. 
 
Pam Chen died at her sister’s home in 
Boston on Sunday, August 5.  We extend  
our condolences to her family and friends.  
Until her illness this past year, Pam was one 
of the faithful crew who cook for Faith 
Mission twice a month at the church. 
 
MEDICAL SUPPLIES  The Caring 
Committee maintains a list of medical 
equipment – walkers, crutches, wheelchairs, 
etc – available for short term use as needed.  
Holly Adams, 880-1098, is the contact. 
 
GRIEF/LOSS SUPPORT GROUP meets 
on the second and fourth Mondays of each 
month from 7:00 to 8:30pm at the church.  
Facilitators are Dick Dawson, Cathy Elkins, 
Kathleen Fowler and Suzan McCrystal.  
Contact the church office, 267-4046, or 
speak to one of the ministers or one of the 
facilitators for more information. 
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MARKINGS 
 
Summer is moving into its sultry stage, just as my study weeks and a couple of weeks of 
vacation ebb to their conclusion. The heat will probably slow things down, just as they are 
beginning to speed up. 
 
My summer? A few highlights: General Assembly in the superb city of Portland, a visit to 
Cincinnati to see the opera Nixon in China (terrific! world class!).  However, much of my 
summer has focused on my ailing parents, who are frail and barely able to live from day to day. 
My sister Lynne broke her ankle (with surgery, pins and plates implanted), meaning that she has 
not been able to do what she is usually able to do, living close as she does. My brother does not 
drive, so he has not been able to fill in. My autumn will surely be filled with this focus as well. 
Many of you who are more or less in my age bracket will certainly comprehend viscerally the 
power of this focus. 
 
The Water Ceremony on the Second Sunday of September, when the services return to 9:00 and 
11:00 a.m., depends on what information you send me about the water you have brought from 
your summers of travel or stay at home.  If you email me, please let me respond to you that I 
have received it. If you wish to put something in my mailbox, that will be fine too. 
 
                                                            See you all soon.      

                                                           
Rev.Mark Belletini 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Rev. Mark Belletini, Senior Minister                 Michael Brennan, Church Administrator 
Rev. Wendy Fish, Associate Minister                 Marian Garcia, Administrative Assistant 
Rev. Carol Brody, Minister Emerita                  Joe Voltolini, Bookkeeper 
Caroline Balderston Parry, Interim Dir. of Relgious Education   Deb McGuire, Sunday Receptionist 
Lori Jones, RE Assistant/Staff Secretary               Don Hippensteel, Events Coordinator 
Stephanie Rottmayer, Director, School for Young Children     Naoko Kobayashi, Facilities Assistant 
Tony McDonald, Music Director                   Cathy Hausmann, Custodial Assistant 
Doug O’Neal/Elizabeth Woodhouse, Choir Directors        Bob Graffagnino, Webmaster 
Nathan Hamm, Pianist/Accompanist                 Olwen Firestone, Newsletter Editor 
Chas Williams, Chair, Board of Trustees 
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