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PUBLISHED BI-WEEKLY 
 
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
 
  
 
 
 
 TIME DATED MATERIAL – PLEASE DELIVER PROMPTLY 
 

 
 

WORSHIP SERVICES 
 

Sunday, April 8, 2007 – 9:00 A.M. & 11:00 A.M.               Rev. Mark Belletini  
 

“Spices” 
Easter Sunday; The Flower Ceremony   Please bring a cut flower. 
 
Sunday, April 15, 2007 – 9:00 A.M. & 11:00 A.M.                         Youth Service 
 

“ Teroes in Our Lives” 
 

Sunday, April 22, 2007 – 9:00 A.M. & 11:00 A.M.               Rev. Mark Belletini 
 

“Planet” 
Earth Day 

 
Special Services:  
April 5, 2007, 6:30pm Socinian Communion  
April 7, 2007, 6:30pm The Seder Supper  (by reservation only) 
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Wednesday, April 4, 2007 
1:00p  Archives Organizing 
7:00p  Integral Hatha Yoga 
7:30p  Men’s Spirituality 
8:00p  Women’s Spirituality 
Thursday, April 5, 2007 
9:30a  Improvisational Dance 
6:30p  Socinian Communion 
7:30p  Choir Rehearsal; Writing for Life 
Friday, April 6, 2007 
1:00p  Cooking for Faith Mission 
6:30p  First Friday 
7:30p  Community Leaders Forum 
Saturday, April 7, 2007 
8:30a  Zen Meditation 
9:00a  Memorial Garden Workday 
10:00a Global Warming 
6:30p  Seder 
Sunday, April 8, 2007 – Easter Sunday 
9:00a  Worship Service/Sunday School 
10:15a Getting to Know UU 
11:00a Worship Service/Sunday School 
12:15p Getting to Know UU 
1:00p  The Play’s the Thing 
R:00p Great Turning Book Discussion 
5:00p  Senior High Group 
6:00p  Base Community 
6:00p  Faith & American Politics 
Monday, April 9, 2007    
11:00a Support Group Exercise 
7:00p  UU Social Dance; Program Council 
7:00p  Grief and Loss 
Tuesday, April 10, 2007  
9:45p  Parenting from the heart 
10:00a Archives Organizing 
12:00p Support Group Exercise 
1:00p  Cancer Support Group 
5:00p  Memoirs V 
7:00p  Adult Enrichment Com. 
7:00p  Ideas for Growth/Mbrship Com. 
7:00p  Music Search Committee 
7:30p  Zen Meditation  
Wednesday, April 11, 2007 
1:00p  Archives;BREAD Exec. 
7:00p  Hatha Yoga; Memoir Writing 
7:00p  Executive Com.; RE Council 

7:30p  Men’s Spirituality 
8:00p  Women’s Spirituality 
Thursday, April 12, 2007 
9:30a  Improvisational Dance 
6:15p  Ecological Spirituality Video 
6:15p  COCM 
6:00p  Children’s Choir 
7:30p  Choir Rehearsal 
Friday, April 13, 2007 
7:00p  First Grade Potluck 
Saturday, April 14, 2007 
9:00a  UU Food Co-op 
9:45a  Zen Meditation 
Sunday, April 15, 2007 
9:00a  Worship Service/Sunday School 
10:00a YASC (Youth Adult Steering Com.) 
10:15a Getting to Know UU 
11:00a Worship Service/Sunday School 
12:15p Getting to Know UU 
12:30p Leadership; Youth Choir 
1:00p  Nominating Committee 
6:00p  Base Community 
7:30p  All Souls Contra Dance 
Monday, April 16, 2007  
11:00a Support Group Exercise 
7:00p  UU Social Dance; Building Com. 
Tuesday, April 17, 2007 
9:00a  Newsletter folding 
10:00a Archives Organizers 
12:00p Support Group Exercise 
1:00p  Cancer Support Group 
7:00p  Development Com.; Bookbites 
7:00p  Music Search 
7:30p  Men’s Spirituality; Finance Com. 
7:30p  Zen Meditation 
Wednesday, April 17, 2007 
1:00p  Archives Organizing 
7:00p  UU Humanists 
7:30p  Men’s Spirituality 
8:00p  Women’s Spirituality 
 

Deadline for next Discoverer 
Sunday, April 15, 2007 
1:00pm – Hard Copy at church 
6:00pm – E-mail copy to 
olwfire@yahoo.com 
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           WENDY’S PERSPECTIVE 
   
   In the greeting line last week, after my 
sermon on Darfur and the UU Service 
Committee, church member Barbara 
Pratzner told me that she takes daily action 
toward stopping the atrocities in Darfur.  At 
my request, she sent me her moving 
testimonial which appeared in a work related 
publication.  (Barb is a leader for YWCA 
Columbus, and a Representative to the 
World Relations Committee of YWCA 
USA.)  "It all began last spring with my 
nephew's request that his 25th birthday gift 
consist of a donation to the Genocide 
Intervention Network. Like most Americans, 
I was unaware of the news coming from 
Darfur, Sudan in northeastern Africa. My 
nephew piqued my interest, which was 
subsequently fed by op-ed pieces authored 
by New York Times' columnist, Nicholas 
Kristof.  It soon became clear that  
the events in Darfur reign as the defining 
moral issue of our age. Consider this 
succinct summary from the Save Darfur 
website: ‘Not since the Rwandan genocide 
of 1994 has the world seen such a calculated 
campaign of displacement, starvation, rape 
and mass slaughter.’ 
(savedarfur.org/content)  Kristof wrote two 
extraordinarily compelling columns that put 
faces and names to the untold suffering in 
Darfur - that crystallized my thinking. I 
brooded over a question that has long 
plagued me, ‘If the Holocaust occurred 
today, would I have the courage to smuggle 
Jews out of Nazi Germany?  If slavery was 
occurring today, would I have the courage to 
be a conductor on the Underground Rail-
road?’  I realized that the answer to facing 
the horrors of Darfur doesn't take all that 
much courage - just commitment. I resolved 
to ‘do something’ about Darfur every single 
day until some peace is restored to the 
region. So far, I've kept my commitment. 
Some days I simply log onto the Save 

Darfur website to send a message to 
President Bush.  Some days I check the 
website, Darfur Scores (darfurscores.org) to 
check on pending legislation in Congress or 
to see how my Senator or Congressperson 
has been voting on this issue. Then I send an 
email or make a call to Washington. (Some 
of the scores in our Ohio delegation may 
surprise you!)  For Christmas, my nephew, 
my daughter and I all got each other Save 
Darfur tee-shirts to wear often, and build 
awareness.  You get the idea.  Not one of 
these actions is particularly courageous or 
even time-consuming, just consistent.  Every 
website has resources to offer and actions to 
suggest: savedarfur.org/pages/resources and 
the Human Rights Watch website.  The 
world has not applied nearly enough 
pressure to end these atrocities. We need to 
educate ourselves and take action because 
it's the right thing to do. Our African sisters 
need every one of us.” 
   Barb has inspired me to action.  I invite 
you to join us.  Go gently,  

   
  Rev. Wendy Fish  
 
            CHURCH NEWS 
 
NEW HOME-PAGE  Thanks to Mark 
Merchant, Joe O’Brien, Jim Pinkham, Kevin 
O’Neil, Bob Graffagnino, Carl Faulstich and 
everyone who helped and continue to help 
update our website,  Just visit: 
firstuucolumbus.org.  If you need to add or 
change anything on the web-site, please 
send your e-mails to: 
websitters@firstuucolumbus.org and a team 
of people will work to make the changes 
happen.  – Michael Brennan 
 
YOUNG ADULT COVENANT GROUP  
will discontinue meeting for the year at  
the end of April.  There are plans to start a 
new Young Adult group in the fall.   
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HIGHLIGHTS  March 28 Board Meeting:   
1) The Board discussed results of the    
March 3 retreat at which Board members 
participated in an Open Space event as a 
way of advancing Board goals and also of 
preparing for the congregation-wide Open 
Space event, Creating Our Future Together 
to be held, 9 to 3, at the church on April 28.  
2) The Board approved: the appointment of 
Shilah Griffeth as Chair of the Social 
Committee; a bonus for Church Admini-
strator Michael Brennan in recognition of 
his performance above and beyond that 
expected of a first year employee.  
3) Treasurer Debra Boyd announced that 
April 22 is the deadline for submitting 
requests for endowment funds. 
4) Board Chair Doug Zelinski reported that 
job descriptions for the music positions have 
been written and that advertisements are 
being placed. -- Jim Bailey, Board Secretary 
 
FROM THE BOARD CHAIR…  Here are 
two quick but vital reminders. First, believe 
it or not, our future together will be decided 
on Saturday April 28, 9am-3pm in 
Fellowship Hall. There was never a clearer 
time or place for your personal opinion to 
matter as much as it does on that day, in that 
place. We will use a unique process that 
gives voice to everyone present and allows 
us to have fun, as well.  Young and old, 
member or friend, visitor or long-timer...we 
need you to create our future.  You can sign 
up online to participate in Open Space: 
firstuucolumbus.org/signmeup/excellentfuture.htm. 
   Second, your elected and appointed 
representatives are setting next year's budget 
-- now.  We are translating your dreams into 
the realities of cold hard numbers.  Thanks 
to those who have pledged already, this will 
be immensely easier and more realistic than 
in previous years.  BUT, it's the new and 
fresh elements in our dreams that sometimes 
make all the difference, and the new and 
fresh programming you want, and are 
anticipating, is not yet covered by our 

pledges.  If you have not pledged yet, now is 
the time...go online, dig out your envelope, 
or call me (445-9242).  I will help you do it.  
-- Doug Zelinski 
 
STEWARDSHIP  We have some good 
news and some great news.  The great news 
is that we take our commitment to one 
another seriously--345 pledges have already 
been turned in, a figure well above this time 
last year.  And people are pledging gener-
ously, more than $480,000 so far.  The good 
news is that we are closer to meeting our 
budget needs than we have been in previous 
years...and those that still have pledges to 
make (about 200 of you) can make all the 
difference in whether we reach the money 
we need for our programs, about $660,000, 
or not.  The pledges needed over-all work 
out to almost exactly $1,000 per member.  
Remembering that some of our members are 
still in high school, or otherwise in finan-
cially straightened circumstances, please 
make your own pledge as generous (and 
realistic) as you can.  You may bring in, or 
mail, your pledge card, or make your pledge 
on-line. Thanks to all who have pledged, or 
will do so this week, and to all the can-
vassers reaching out to remind people of the 
importance of our stewardship campaign.  
Together, we make First UU the wonderful, 
welcoming, generous community we count 
on. Thanks to all of you who make it happen!  
-- Gretchen Faulstich  
 
FUND REQUESTS  All requests for 
endowment funds must be submitted by 
April 22 to the Finance Committee. 
Requests submitted after April 22 will not be 
considered until next fiscal year.   
   Our Standing Rules state: 
A.  Policy: Each year, a portion of the 
Unrestricted Endowment income may be 
spent for nonrecurring, extraordinary 
purposes listed below. 
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Definitions: 
Endowment Fund – a permanent fund from 
which some of the income, but none of the 
principal, may be spent.  In some cases, the 
donor specifies the use of the income 

1) Physical Plant – First Unitarian 
Universalist Church Facility, Facility 
Contents and Land. 

2) Social Outreach – Congregation-
approved activities, programs, 
community service, or donations to 
organizations outside of First UU. 

3) In-Reach – Activities, programs, 
service, or donations to members, 
friends, or the general congregation 
of First UU Church. 

-- Michael Brennan, Administrator 
 
FIRST FRIDAY April 6  Potluck at 
6:30pm programs at 7:30pm including:  
Voices from Rwanda: Stories, Songs and 
Dance, with Rwandan Women in Action.  
Activities for all ages. 
*** At the wonderful potluck feasts on First 
Fridays, there is not only an abundance of 
food, but also a lot of trash, including 
disposable dishes.  The church owns china 
plates and (new) soup dishes), plus an 
institutional dishwasher.  Volunteer 
dishwashers could help us all go a little 
more green.  A team of five or six 
committed people would be trained by Don 
Hippensteel and be washer-uppers after the 
meal.  A monthly schedule would have to be 
worked out, and a plan for doing dishes plus 
attending the evening workshops, but Don 
feels it’s workable.  Please let Caroline 
Balderston Parry know if you’d like to help!   
 
PLAN AHEAD   The next Building Work 
Day is scheduled for May 5, 9am-1pm.  
Breakfast at 8:30am.  Jobs large and small, 
indoors and out.  Please sign up at the 
committee’s table in Fellowship Hall or e-
mail michael@firstuucolumbus.org to say 
you’ll be there!  Thanks. –Michael Brennan 

MEMORIAL & SCATTER GARDENS 
   The Memorial and Scatter Gardens are 
beautiful outdoor spaces in which to spend 
some quality time. There we celebrate the 
lives of those who are no longer with us and 
also the milestones of our own lives. 
    The Memorial Garden Committee has 
many plans for this year’s gardens, path-
ways and courtyard.  We invite you to join 
us. You need not be a gardener, just have an 
interest in keeping these areas well groomed 
and in bloom! 
   The regularly scheduled workdays are the 
first Saturday of each month, unless 
otherwise noted.  We work from 9 to noon.  
Light refreshments are provided. 
   Our first workday is Saturday, April 7. 
We will discuss plans for the season and do 
more Spring cleanup. Bring your gloves and 
come rejoice in the fresh air and sun. 
   Many thanks to the Friday morning 
covenant group for their great work on 
March 31 in starting the cleanup process.   
--Barb Fisher, Chair 
 
BOOKBITES : April 17, 7 to 9 pm in 
Slowter Lounge. Topic:  "Reader's Choice."  
-- Kathleen Boston 262-4025. 
 
ALL SOLES CONTRA DANCE  -- two 
dances in April!  Sunday, April 15, 7:30pm, 
we'll welcome a young Boston band on tour, 
the Lissa Schneckenburger Trio. Caller Kate 
Power will lead the dances; beginners 
always welcome.  (Special price $7 for 
adults, $4 for under 25.)  On Friday, April 
27, Oberlin's Plum Creek String Band will 
raise the roof with caller Jim Vogt ($6 for 
adults, $3 for under 25).  Childcare provided. 
http://firstuucolumbus.org/AllSoles 
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MEDITATION ORIENTATION   
Saturday, April 14, 9:45am.  Become 
enlightened about the weekly Zen Columbus 
session held at First UU weekly on 
Saturdays at 8:30am and Tuesdays at 
7:30pm.  Orientations are offered on the 
second Saturday of each month at 9:45am. 

SPECIAL CONCERT "An Evening of 
Music and Hope" will take place Saturday, 
May 12 at 6:30PM at First UU. The evening 
is a benefit for the Leukemia & Lymphoma 
Society and will include inspirational words 
by the Rev. Mark Belletini, and an eclectic 
mix of music provided by Columbus 
Symphony Orchestra and ProMusica 
musicians, as well as a National Scottish 
Fiddling Champion, jazz pianists (including  
Wade Jones), AND the First UU Choir!!! 
Children are welcome.  Donations at the 
door. –Sarah Case 246-0096 

SUNDAY FORUM  April 8, 12:45pm  
Author Harvey Wasserman will speak on:  
Solartopia!  Getting to a Totally Green-
powered World. 

                 SOCIAL JUSTICE 
 
THEATER DAY  Saturday, April 21, 2007.  
A performance of Clarence Darrow: The 
Search for Justice at 2:00pm with Gary 
Anderson; Lucasville: The Untold Story of a 
Prison Uprising at 7:30pm.  Tickets are 
available through Marian in the church 
office, 267-4946 – limited number to be sold 
– so get yours NOW!  More details appeared 
in the March 18 edition of The Discoverer.  
 
FOOD PANTRY  There is a desperate need 
for peanut butter and dried pinto beans, mac 
and cheese, spaghetti and sauce, canned 
meats, fruits and vegetables.  And don’t 
forget to bring in your empty clean 
aluminum cans.  Proceeds from their sale 
help to fight poverty and hunger. 

 
Monday April 16 

6:30 p.m. (Registration)  
St. Philip's Episcopal Church 

166 Woodland Avenue  
(6:10 p.m. - Carpool from First UU's 

Weisheimer lot)  
BREAD can't make change for justice in 
Central Ohio without your support! Plan to 
attend the BREAD Rally to prepare for The 
Big One in May. Learn about the exciting 
new issues BREAD will use to address some 
of the problems of poverty and the working 
poor. And join BREAD's Justice Ministry 
Network (i.e., attend the Rally and bring 
three others to the Nehemiah Action 
Meeting on May 7). Rally sign-ups during 
coffee hour April 8 and 15 or contact any 
member of the BREAD Team. 
   Contact Alice Rathburn, 563-0536 or 895-
2109, Alice37@insight.rr.com or Karen 
Lewis, 598-5822, klewisb@yahoo.com for 
more information. 
 
HEIFER   First UU is nearing its 5th plaque!  
If you have any questions about how to 
become involved in helping the world’s poor, 
come to the Social Justice Table.  Gift cards 
are available for earth-friendly gifts to help 
lift families out of poverty.  Buy the gift of a 
flock of chickens, a beehive of bees, or a   
trio of rabbits, ducks or geese for Easter! 
 
PEACE CAMP  July 30-August 3 and 
August 6-10  Enrollment for “PeaceKids,” 
the church’s summer Peace Camp under the 
leadership of Rachel Tayse-Baillieul, is 
mounting up.  A separate mailbox for 
registrations has been created in the 
Volunteer Workroom below the RE box.   
   There will be two identical weeks of the 
program this year (a 100% increase over the 
first two years) -. We invite kindergarteners 
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– grade five (completed) to attend. Rachel 
has planned the format based on a new 
theme, taking action within ourselves to be 
at peace.  Please spread the word about this 
unique summer opportunity and tell your 
local friends and relatives –this is another 
way to share UU values.  Also, Rachel is 
looking for a few more volunteer teachers, 
so contact her if you are interested, by phone 
598-3559 or e-mail 
rachel@bayinghound.com. 
�
Many of you have voiced a desire to 
“green up” the church and grounds.        
If you are interested in gathering to 
discuss this and share ideas, please call 
Judy Houston at 740-369-8356. 
 
                                       CARING CORNER 
 
Congratulations to Katrina and Brian 
Verde and their son, Vincent, on the birth 
of twin baby girls. 
 
A speedy recovery to Jeanne Sperling who 
had outpatient surgery recently; and to the 
sister of Nancy McDonald-Kenworthy, 
who suffered a TIA. 
Our sympathy to the family of former First 
UU member Shirlee Davidson who died in 
Traverse City following a long illness.  
 
Working through grief and loss together. 
The Grief/Loss Support Group meets at the 
church the second and fourth Mondays of 
each month, from 7:00 to 8:30 pm. 
Facilitators: Dick Dawson, Cathy Elkins, 
Kathleen Fowler, Suzan McCrystal.   
Contact the church office, or speak to one of 
the ministers or one of the facilitators for 
more information. 

NEIGHBORHOOD NETWORK    If you 
have changed your phone number and are a 
Neighborhood Network volunteer, please 
remember to let Erica Scurr (740-649-1518) 
know. (Please let the church office, 267-
4946, know of such changes as well.) 
 
CELEBRATION  The Caring Committee 
wants to help church members deal with life 
issues.  Over the years 17 workshops have 
provided information regarding durable 
power of attorney, living wills, dying with 
dignity, depression, becoming more whole 
though the arts, humor and healing.  Let us 
know if there is a life issue you'd like to 
have focused upon?   And join us Sunday, 
May 20 to celebrate our 25th birthday! 
 
A HEADY INVITATION!  Marian Clover 
invites all women to wear a hat to celebrate 
the early service on Easter Sunday, April 8! 

 
DENOMINATIONAL AFFAIRS  

 
COMING EVENTS  Two important events: 
the Ohio-Meadville Annual District Meeting, 
April 20-21, at West Shore UU church in 
Rocky River OH, and General Assembly, 
June 20-24 in Portland, OR.  Registration 
for GA started March 1. 
   Both events will differ from the past and 
will involve more workshops and speakers.  
Anyone who is interested in going and 
would like to be considered as a delegate 
should contact Charlie Haldeman 
(haldeman.5@osu.edu) Denominational 
Affairs Committee Chair, or forward your 
name to the church office. 
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MARKINGS 
 
For some reason, I was not able to get much sleep last night.  I got through the sermons today in 
pretty good form, but since then I have been pretty woozy, and need to take a nap. Still, in this 
state, my mind roams with greater freedom. I am too tired to censor myself. So I have really 
enjoyed thinking about the lecture I have to write before next Tuesday, the one I am giving to the 
European Unitarian Universalists, about what our religious tradition might look like, say, in the 
year 2060. You know, in a post Iraq war world. In a world where global warming will not 
be so much debated as much as it will visibly change everything around us. A post internet world, 
where availability and instant access to everything will have defined things for almost a century. 
 
I am not sure what I am going to say, but I know I will have a good time figuring it out.  
 
See you on Easter with a flower in your hand. 

      
        Rev. Mark Belletini 
 

 
MUSIC SEARCH UPDATE 

 
After many months of research, surveys and proposals, we are ready to advertise, interview, 
audition and select a new music staff.  Offers will be made after the congregation approves the 
First UU Annual Budget at the Annual Meeting of the congregation on June 10, 2007. 
 
As you may remember, our plan is to expand the Pianist/accompanist and Choir Director (11:00 
a.m.) positions to 12 months.  We also want to add a 9:00 a.m. service choir, children’s and 
youth choirs, and a part-time music director who will administer the program, as well as organize 
and promote additional musical opportunities such as intergenerational choirs, instrumental 
groups, concert series and sing-alongs.  Complete job descriptions are available on the church 
web site, firstuucolumbus.org. 
 
Our flier appears as an insert to this issue of the Discoverer.  Please make a copy and share it 
with anyone who may be interested. 
 
If you have any questions, contact any member of the Music Search Committee: Phyllis Byard, 
Julie Henderson, Larry Marotta, Peg Meckling, Mark Merchant, or Bob Gordon, Chair. 

 
 

Rev Mark Belletini, Senior Minister                     Michael Brennan, Church Administrator 
Rev. Wendy Fish, Associate Minister                     Marian Garcia, Administrative Assistant 
Rev. Carol Brody, Minister Emerita                      Nancy Colegrove, Staff Secretary  
Caroline Balderston Parry, Interim Dir. of Religious Education       Joe Voltolini, Bookkeeper 
Lori Jones, RE Assistant                            Don Hippensteel, Events Coordinator 
Stephanie Rottmayer, Dir. School for Young Children           Naoko Kobayashi, Facilities Assistant 
Kim Boyd, Music/Choir Director                        Cathy Hausmann, Custodial Assistant 
Wade Jones II, Accompanist/Music Coordinator               Bob Graffagnino, Webmaster 
Doug Zelinski, Chair Board of Trustees                   Olwen Firestone, Newsletter Editor 



 9 

 
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL SCHEDULE  No regular classes for the next two Sundays. 
 
April 8: Flower Ceremony/Social Justice or Social Justice Sunday School  
After the usual story time, children all exit to Rm.9 (or the Preschool area) together. Members of 
BREAD will lead a 30-minute discussion/activity, followed by snack and a brief explanation of 
what to expect, before the children come back into the Worship Center for the actual Flower 
Ceremony.  Families, please bring one cut flower per member, to share in the ceremony. 
  
April 15: Youth-led Worship/All Ages Sunday School 
There will be no regular classes except for Preschool.  Middle School classes will be helping 
with, or watching, the Youth-led service.  Other children will plan for Earth Day, April 22.  
  
Regular classes resume on April 22 when there will also be a Teacher’s Retreat and 
Celebration, from 12:45-3pm.  People seriously interested in teaching next year, who would like 
to attend on April 22 should contact the RE office 267-4946 x 28, or speak to members of 
Sunday School Program Committee. 
 
DOGGONE! 
The Preschool class has enjoyed collecting items for the Dog Shelter for their Social Justice 
Project. In addition to plenty of newspaper (dogs go through a lot of that!), they also collected 
lots of food and blankets. The class talked about taking care of pets and all the things pets give us 
back - such as love, affection, and great company. In addition, making dog biscuits for the dogs 
allowed the class to do something for the dogs themselves.  They also had fun "rescuing" all the 
little lost dogs that were hidden all over the room during one lesson. Thanks to everyone who 
donated to the shelter (but no more supplies this year please).  
  
SUMMER INSTITUTE IS GREAT FOR FAMILIES 
Longtime members Cliff and Holly Adams, with their children Kenny and Lindsay, had their 
first-ever experience of the Ohio Meadville District [OMD] UU Summer Institute, or "SI," last 
year, and they got so much from it on many levels.  They decided during SI that "We need to get 
the word out about how great SI is for families. Our kids will never forget the experience and are 
very excited to go back this year. Another reason we wanted to promote it is because so few First 
UU members/friends attend SI."  Considering the fact that Holly was a “cradle UU,” raised at 
this church, clearly the SI needs publicizing!  Holly says she would be glad to answer any 
questions or refer any questions to the appropriate people.  OMDSI will be held Sunday July 15 
- Saturday July 21, 2007 at Kenyon College in Gambier, only about an hour from Columbus. 
Contact the Adams family at 880-1098 or chadams@wideopenwest.com, or check out the SI 
website http://www.omdsi.org/.  SI program books are available in the Volunteer Workroom. 
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YOUTH CHOIR TO START APRIL 15  
Lee Mamlin, the talented parent-congregant who already directed the wonderful Children’s 
Choir which performed on Teacher Appreciation Day in February, is coming back!  She will 
direct a short-term youth choir for any students in Grade 6 through Senior High, beginning on 
Sunday, April 15, after service.  The plan is for the youth to meet then, plus three more Sundays 
[four in all] to rehearse.  They will perform two songs on Mother’s Day, Sunday, 5/13, at both 
services, so must commit to this schedule. Please bring a snack or sack lunch and show up at 
12:45pm in the Library.  Rehearsals will finish by 2pm at the latest.  We need to know if there is 
a “critical mass” for this choir to happen, so please let the Religious Education office know if 
you are planning to attend.   267-4946 x 28 or caroline@firstuucolumbus.org. 
  
 
MORE ABOUT ADULT ENRICHMENT PROGRAMS 
  
The Adult Enrichment Program (AEP) is seeking program proposals for next year's programs 
(See forms on the website or contact AEP members or the RE office to share your skills and 
ideas).  Not only does AEP want new ideas, they also are looking for folks who would like to 
work with existing UUA courses and curricula. 
  What courses?  The entire UUA website is being revamped as of April 2, so you will be able 
to find even more interesting leads, descriptions and lists of course materials.  Check out 
http://www.uua.org and then look for links through Religious Education to “curriculum”; then go 
to “short term” or “discussion guides” for ideas.  You should be able to click on each entry there 
for a fuller description of each course or resource book. 
   Remember that volunteer teachers, whether sharing their own area of interest or using 
curriculum materials that are provided, often find they grow in understanding of, and insight into, 
their own knowledge and beliefs.  As leader-facilitators work with the course contents and the 
people who come to engage with them and their subject matter, they may discover deeper levels 
of meaning.  If you are interested but feel you lack adequate teaching skills, ask AEP about 
training and support, too! 
  
Writing for Life  Facilitator Donna Jarrell writes: “This group is open to anyone interested. For 
me it's a double entendre: time to write & time to write. . . .We have an opening, the covenant 
equivalent of housekeeping, and then we light a candle and we write.  One regular attendee 
brings her own prompts to write about, and I write in a stream of consciousness.  We've written 
for as long as 45 minutes.  Then we debrief: someone might read an excerpt of what s/he wrote, 
or discuss what they wrote about, how it was significant, or what they hope to do with their 
writing.  We don't really have an "agenda" in the sense that we don't start with any goal or plan 
other than writing.  So this evening is really just ‘Time to Write.’  Is this a need?  Well, for me it 
is.  I'd like to think that there are many folks in the congregation who have the desire to write 
memoir or essays or commentaries, but just don't have time in their schedule to do it.  Or maybe 
they don't know how to do it.  That's something I think we'd talk about during the debriefing.” 
 
Ecological Spirituality videos on Thursday evenings, April 12 (Exploring a New Cosmology, 
Part I) and April 26 (Exploring a New Cosmology, Part II) at 6:15 pm.  How does exploring a 
new cosmology affect your own personal theology?fec 
tzi grew 
More Religious Education news on the green insert…(Don’t miss the Movie Questionnaire) 
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Religious Education News continued from the yellow insert… 
 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED for small tasks:  the RE office often needs help with limited 
jobs.  Right now our few shelves of RE library books need to be alphabetized and listed on the 
RE website, so parents and teachers can see what their resources are.  Also the history of RE at 
this church, begun with that great timeline in Fellowship Hall last fall, needs some editing and 
assembling into a document that also might go online or perhaps become a small brochure. 
Creativity welcome, no big commitment! 
 
GREEN TIPS …a new short Discoverer feature (when space permits) –suggestions welcome.  
Please send to Olwen Firestone at olwfire@yahoo.com. 
 
Do you know these two easy ways to help the environment (and your water and gas bills)? 
And, if you know about them, do you PRACTICE them?  It’s never too late to begin! 
1. Turn off the water while you brush your teeth (you can run a ½ glass of water to rinse 
with).  Some green folks go further, and turn off the shower while they soap up, shampoo or add 
cream rinse to their hair. 
2. Turn off your engine:  don’t let your car engine idle more than two minutes, if you are waiting 
for someone or in a traffic queue.  It takes less gas to restart than to idle for longer.  It also 
pollutes less! 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  * * * * * * *  * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  *  
MOVIE QUESTIONS?   The video and discussion sessions using the teachingtolerance.org 
documentaries such as A Seat at the Table will not be held any more this spring.  Low 
attendance and beautiful light evenings are causing the leadership to postpone and think again –
but we would appreciate your feed back and suggestions!  Please contact Charlie and Margaret 
Haldeman 326-2695, or email mthaldeman@yahoo.com 
  
The Haldemans have also taken over the First Friday Jr High Movie Nights , while Sherri 
Stubbs is too busy during tax season, and they want your ideas.  Jr Hi families: please answer a 
few questions to help us provide activities that you interest you.  Thanks for your help! 
  

Jr Hi Families:  Movie Questionnaire 
1 Did you know that on the first Friday of every month Jr Hi youth are invited to Movie Night, 
with snacks as well as the First Friday start-off potluck?  ____ yes                      ____no 
2. If you answered “yes” to question 1, can you tell us what keeps you from attending Movie 
Night? 
a. ____The movies don’t appeal to me 
b. ____I may not know anyone else 
c. ____I’m too busy to come 
d. ____I don’t have transportation 
e. ____I/my family would prefer a different day (Which day? ____________) 
f. ____Other (please explain)   
3. Would you like the Jr High Movie Nights to continue through the summer months, or to stop 
after May and continue in the fall?  ____ yes    ____no 
p.s. the First Friday film on April 6 will be “Contact!”  See you there? 
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CHURCH MUSIC PROGRAM  
EXPANDING  

 
We recognize that MUSIC IS TRANSFORMATIVE – 

it is integral to our worship experience and our sense  
of community. 

 
First Unitarian Universalist Church of Columbus, Ohio, a liberal, spiritually diverse 
church with 650+ members, seeks candidates for 5 part-time music positions beginning 
in August. We invite experienced, creative professionals to help us grow by applying for 
one or more of these openings:  
 
Music Director — will coordinate and administer the formal music program of the church, 
as well as envision, organize and promote additional musical opportunities.  
 
Choir Director, 11:00 service — will rehearse and conduct a 60  
voice volunteer choir to perform sacred and secular music from a  
variety of genres and cultures.  
 
Choir Director, 9:00 service — will recruit, rehearse and conduct a new choir that will 
emphasize culturally diverse music.  
 
Children’s/Youth Choir Director — will recruit, rehearse and conduct new children’s and 
youth choirs. Will provide opportunity for basic music education.  
 
Pianist/Accompanist — will accompany choir rehearsals and performances, and provide 
additional music for worship services.  
 
Resumes with cover letter and references by April 30 to:  
 
Music Search  
First UU Church  
93 West Weisheimer Road  
Columbus, OH 43214  
Email: office@firstuucolumbus.org      Full job descriptions:  
FAX: 614-267-4924                 www.firstuucolumbus.org 
 


