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WORSHIP SERVICES

May 4, 2008, 9:00 A.M. & 11:00 A.M. Rev. Mark Belletini

“Irag”
Installation of Dick Dawson as Chaplain (Commis&drLay Leader).
9 A.M:. Spirit of Life Choir (adult);11A.M.: FirddU Choir

May 11, 2008, 9:00 A.M. & 11:00 A.M. Rev. Mark Belletini

“Goddess”
11 A.M.: First UU Choir

May 18, 2008, 9:00 A.M. & 11:00 A.M.

“Thank God for Evolution”
Internationally known speakers Rev. Michael Dowd @onnie Barlow (see page 5)
9 AM: Spirit of Life Choir; 11 AM: First UU Choir

Getting to Know UU meets Sunday mornings at 10:15 a.m. and 12:15ip.8lowter Lounge



Worship Services, Sunday 9:00 AM & 11:00 AM

Wednesday, April 30, 2008

9:45a Parenting From Your Heart

1:00p Archives Organizing

7:00p Board of Trustees

7:30p Men’s Spirituality; Hatha Yoga
8:00p Women’s Spirituality

Thursday, May 1, 2008

9:30a Improvisational Dance

7:30p 11 A.M. Choir

7:30p Writing for Life (open group)
Friday, May 2, 2008

12:00p Cooking for Faith Mission

6:30p First Friday Potluck; Programs 7:30p
Saturday, May 3, 2008

8:30a Zen Meditation

8:30a Workday Breakfast

9:00a WORKDAY

9:30a Memorial Garden Workday
Sunday, May 4, 2008

12:30p YASC

1:00p Covenant Group Fireside Chat
1:00p Iron-Jawed Women film

Monday, May 5, 2008

11:00a Gentle Yoga for Cancer Survivors
7:00p UU Social Dance; Executive Com.
7:00p BREAD Action Meeting (offsite)
8:00p A New Earth Study Group
Tuesday, May 6, 2008

10:00a Archives Organizing

1:00p Cancer Support Groups

5:30p Children’s Choir Supper

6:30p Singing Peace Pals

7:00p Rising Voices (Youth Choir)

7:00p Spirit of Life Class; Zen Meditation
7:00p Arts/Space Committee

7:00p Social Justice Com.; UU Social Dance
7:30p Worship Committee

7:45p Spirit of Life (9 A.M. Choir)
Wednesday, May 7, 2008

9:45a Parenting From Your Heart
1:00p Archives Organizing

7:30p Hatha Yoga; Men'’s Spirituality
8:00p Women'’s Spirituality
Thursday, May 8, 2008

9:30a Improvisational Dance
7:00p Soul Collage

7:30p 11:00 A.M. Choir

Saturday, May 10, 2008
8:30a Zen Meditation
9:00a UU Food Co-op
11:00a Parents of Infants and Toddlers
1:00p Settlers’OWL Class
4:00p Choir Concert/Wendy Farewell
Sunday, May 11, 2008
12:45p Sunday Forum
1:00p Nominating Committee
Monday, May 12, 2008
11:00a Gentle Yoga for Cancer Survivors
7:00p UU Soc. Dance; Grief and Loss
7:00p Program Council
8:00p A New Earth Study Group
Tuesday, May 13, 2008
9:00a Newsletter folding
10:00a Archives Organizing
1:00p Cancer Support Groups
5:30p Children’s Choir Supper
6:30p Singing Peace Pals
7:00p Rising Voices
7:00p Zen Meditation; Membership Com.
7:45p Spirit of Life (9am) Choir
Wednesday, May 14, 2008
9:45a Parenting From Your Heart
10:00a Statement Mailing
1:00p Archives Organizing
7:00p Memoir Writing; Board of Trustees
7:30p Men’s Spirituality; Yoga
8:00p Women'’s Spirituality
7:30p Wednesdays, FOCUUS meets in the
OSU Campus area. Call 447-8407 .

The next issue ofhe DiscovererSunday,
May 11. Deadline: 1:00pm- hard copy in
the yellow folder in the church office; or
6:00pm — e-mail to olwfire@yahoo.conf
possible, please include your article in the
body of your e-mail rather than as an
attachment.-- Olwen Firestone, Editor

FIRST FRIDAY May 3, Potluck at
6:30p.m.; Programs at 7:30 p.m., including
Pat Marida, long term member of First UU
who will make a power point presentation of
her recent trip, "Kenya 2008.”



WENDY'S PERSPECTIVE

I’'m beginning to be aware of “lasts” as |
prepare to shift from a parish-based ministry
to a community-based ministry. Our Coming
of Age class had their Wilderness Journey
retreat this weekend, and | had many
moments of drinking in the experiences so
the memories would last a lifetime. Many of
you comment about my impending leave

taking as we meet and talk. It's on our minds

| want to address two questions that have
come up in conversations with parishioners.
First, “Will you come back to visit? Will we
see you again?” It's a good question. | do
expect to be back for visits, but not right
away. | have a responsibility and vested
interest in helping this congregation in every
way that | can to make a smooth transition.
During the time that your “second” ministry
position is in flux, it's not a good time for a
former minister to visit. Once the new
person is firmly established in her or his
ministry, and by invitation of the settled
minister(s), it would be very appropriate for
me to visit. For example, an invitation might
be extended for a special occasion, like a bi
church anniversary celebration, or | might
be invited as a pulpit guest.

Another frequent question is, “You've
been the one who has done. . . Who will do
that when you leave?” | hear in that questior
at least two parts. One touches on a ministry
that's been important and a desire for that
ministry to continue, and the other element
of that question touches on the anxiety that
comes with change. Will someone else do
things as you have done them? It's good to
be aware of the elements of ministry that
matter to you, and | encourage you to be in
touch with a member of the Consulting
Ministry Search Committee to express your
thoughts as to the church’s needs in terms @
ministry. Being involved in a process often
reduces the uneasy feelings that accompan
change. Also, many of the ways I've served

have involved working alongside dedicated

—h

volunteers. Rest assured that I'm making my
best effort to know that they will have what
they need to continue to effectively serve the
people and programs of this church. And
there will be a new professional with her or
his own skill set and passions for ministry.

It's good that we're talking about these
and other issues on your minds. | want to
leave well. I've had a good ministry here,
and | want to leave the best imprint that |
can...right up until my last day.

Go gently,
Rev. Wendy Fish

CHURCH NEWS

ANNUAL BUDGET DRIVE (ABD)
Thanks, a Plea, and an Invitation! Thank
you very much to all who have made their
pledges for next fiscal year. As of Sunday,
April 27, 319 pledge units had pledged
$494,340 to support all the good things that
happen at First UU. That's 66% of our
anticipated pledge units and 76% of our
pledge goal of $650,000. We are well on our
way to where we need to be, ltme is
short Our Finance Committee and Board of
Trustees want to use solid numbers to devel-
ope the budget for next fiscal year, not
projections based on assumptions. If you are
one of the 177 pledge units that have not yet
made your pledge for next fiscal year (July
2008-June 2009please take the time to do
it now. We need all the pledges Bynday,
May 11 to have them properly reflected in
the budget. Please to fill out your yellow
pledge form and bring it, send it in, or go to:
firstuucolumbus.org/stewardship/index.html
and make your pledge online. Forms will
also be available on Sunday, May 4 and
May 11 in Fellowship Hall. With your help
First UU will continue to thrive!

Finally, most of us will soon receive a
check from the federal government. This



stimulus payment or rebate is intended to
help our economy; it will help most if it is
spent. If your circumstances allow, please
consider donating half of it to First UU’s
operating budget, and half to Social Justice
or another charity of your choice. Together,
we can make a difference.

Gretchen Faulstich

Chair, Stewardship Committee

CONSULTING MINISTER SEARCH

The committee has submitted to the UUA
Transitions Office an on-line application for
the position of consulting minister. The

application contains information about us, as

well as a description of the position and
information about salary and benefits.

After an analysis of the position of
Associate Minister as it is currently fulfilled
by the Reverend Wendy Fish, and, after
receiving valuable input from the Program
Council, the committee ranked the primary
responsibilities for the position of
Consulting Minister as (1) pastoral work;

(2) congregational programming work;

(3) broader Columbus community and
denomination work; (4) worship service
work; and (5) congregational/general duties.

The committee has also prepared a draft
contract for approval by the Board and has
compiled informational packets to send to
prospective candidates.

The next step in the process is for the
committee to receive the names of ministers
recommended by the District Executive and
the Transitions Director and to exchange
informational packets with candidates and
then to arrange for phone interviews.

Members of the Consulting Minister
Search Committee are Dan Hronek, Jim
Bailey, Nina Lewis, Beth Jewell and Carole€
Noonan, and Alex Nash is serving as a
youth representative.

HELP NEEDED Josette Bodonyi and Rose
Rossiter are looking for 2-4 volunteers to

form a team to take turns watering the

indoor plants in the Gallery and Worship
Center. Each volunteer would take one day a
month. Watering all the plants takes
approximately one hour. It's a peaceful
experience which can be shared with a
friend. No experience needed! The plants
are sturdy but they do need their water.
Contact Rose at 614-436-9266,
rossiter@ohio.edu, or Josette at 614-390-
6017, josettebodonyi@hotmail.com.

INTERWEAVE The First UU group of
bisexual, gay, lesbian, and transgender
members, friends, and allies, will meet at the
May 2 First Friday event. Bring a dish to
share at the whole-church potluck and then
join the Interweave gathering in Room 8, the
“Interweave Room,” for an informal
discussion of possible future activities for
the group. Address any questions to Bob
Rice or Steve Kraynak: bricejr@gmail.com
or skraynak@mac.com

ANNUAL REPORTS Committee Chairs
and Group leaders: Please turn in you
group’s report to the church office. Please
include: the group’s mission statement, a list
of members, and a summary of the year’s
accomplish-ments, activities, and changes.
Email reports to

Marian@ FirstUUColumbus.org, or leave
them in the Administrative Assistant’s
mailbox in the Volunteer Workroom by
Thursday, May 15. For more information,
please call 267-4946, ext. 21.

WORK DAY Saturday, May 3, 9am - 1pm.
Breakfast, starting at 8:30am. Come to help
clean, paint, repair, and do other general
chores. All tools and materials will be
provided. Childcare. If you are a senior and
need transportation, call the church office,
267-4946, ext. 21. E-mail
michael@firstuucolumbus.org to let us
know you are coming. Thanks.

-- Michael Brennan, Administrator



WELCOME NEW MEMBERS Susan
Gorman, Allison Grimes, Jonathan Grimes,
Betty Virag

UPCOMING SERVICE Connie Barlow
and Rev. Michael Dowd, longtime friends of
UUs (and Simply Living) will be with us on
Sunday, May 18Michael will preach the
sermonThank Goodness for Evoluti@t 9
and 11, and Connie will be with our RE
Youth Program. The two travel America
and Canada as “evolutionary evangelists” to
share the Great Story (.org). Their mentor is
the “Father of Ecological Spirituality”
Passionist Priest Thomas Berry. They also
provide a spirituality to David Korten’s
The Great Turning (which has been brought
to us by Michael Greenman and CIRCA).
Thomas Berry is pictured by Korten as one
of the “wisdom teachers” for the future.
Michael and Connie have been with us in
the past, but have been in great demand
since they have appeared twice in cover
stories of the UU World. We are excited to
be on their agenda again.—Wanda HambricK

WOMEN'S SPIRITUALITY

May 7:Birthdays and Poetryall)

May 14:Madame Alexandevith Melissa
Waterfield; May 21A Surprisewith Liz
James; May 28Something to Talk About
with Jeanni Ray and all. Mother’s Day is
May 11. Let’s wear our hats!

BOOKBITES: Meet in Slowter Lounge,
May 20, from 7 to 9 pm. The April topic is
continued for May Unsung Women
Questions? Call Kathleen Boston, 262-4025

BLUEGRASS The jam session will meet on
Sunday, May 18 at 1:3ihstead of the first
Sunday in May. — Carl Yaffey

DISTRICT PROGRAM The Ohio-
Meadville District Office recently
discovered that their server did not register

those Chalice Lighters who signed up online
during months of January to the present.

If you tried to register online for Chalice
Lighters during the last three and a half
months, please register again (you will not
be duplicated) or send in a hard copy
registration using the brochures at your
church. Call the OMD Office with questions:
740-252-5980. -- Beth Casebolt

PEACE CAMP 2008: Application forms

are on the church website. Down-load and
mail in or drop off (no electronic registration,
sorry). Camp dates:7/28-8/1 and 8/4-8/8!

“CREATING ENERGY” The First UU
Youth Art Show opens May 1, with 45
artists and 72 pieces. Come to First Friday,
May 2, to recognize these artists and see the
show. The show will run through June 28.

CAMPING at Delaware State Park - May
30, 31. Join other UU families for a
weekend of tent/pop-up camping, campfires,
and s'mores. Camping spots are $52 for two
nights. (Each spot holds two tents so you
can share for $26.)

Camping aBlue Rocl{east of Newark )
nearThe Wildss scheduled for June 20 and
21. Contact Patricia Boughton at
patkap@wowway.com or 614-860-1164.

SOCIAL JUSTICE

HEIFER INTERNATIONAL and FOOD
PANTRY | want to mention some First UU
young heroes. 1Amelia Koontz had me
speak about Heifer at her Girl Scout troop.
The girls were very informed, asked a lot of
good questions, and made wonderful
comments with great insight. They also
brought food for our “Feed My Sheep” food
pantry. Kudos to Amelia’s parents for
raising such a social justice-minded hero!
On April 27 | spoke to our"2Grade RE
class. They will be doing a fund raiser for



Heifer. Heifer stresses humane treatment of
the animals and shows how the children anc
their families will be lifted out of poverty
when the families receive their gifts of
animals, trees and micro loans. These gifts

help them become successful entrepreneurs.

** Don't forget your Mother’s Day gifts and
cards at the Social Justice Table.

2) Our second youth hero$%m Roscigno
who made his third grade public school clas
aware of our food pantry in Athens County/
Appalachia, and rural poverty in Ohio. He
invited me to speak at his class.

Because of his compassion and enter-
prising demeanor, Sam got his entire
elementary school to collect food. The final
count was 797 food items collected. Sam
and some of his classmates will be taking
this food to Mineral, OH. Kudos to his
parents and bravo to Sam, a young hero!

If you would like me to speak to your
children’s school or group on Heifer
International or rural poverty and our food
pantry in Athens County, see me at the
Social Justice Table.-- Jacques Angelino

BREAD Why attend the BREAD Nehemiah
Action meeting? (See enclosed flyer) Only
overwhelming numbers will influence public
officials to partner with BREAD to alleviate
social injustices! Our congregation is
committed to 250 adults and children; but,
as Mark Belletini says, let's try for 400!
Child care will be provided for 2-7 year olds
It's a “once-a-year’great experience!

NAICCO POWWOW . Memorial Day
weekend — May 24-26 at the Franklin
County Fairgrounds. Native American
singing, dancing, arts, crafts, food. Pick up
info at the Social Justice Table.

CARING CORNER

Welcome toPhyllis and Allen South's
grandson, born April 21.

\*2J

Congratulations tBob Letcher, who will
participate on a panel at the US Dept. of
Health and Human Services on May 6, to
address deep brain stimulation surgery. The
doctor who performed this surgery on Bob,
two years ago, invited him to share his
experiences. He hopes to make a difference
in the lives of many patients to come.

Happy Birthday taMyrna Paris andCarol
Brody (80").

Our caring thoughts t@ean Levinson
recently diagnosed with an inoperable brain
tumor and now staying at the Laurels of
Worthington;David Krohn who was
attacked while riding his bike and had his
jaw broken;Dave MacDonald,recuperating
from appendectomy surgery; aStephanie
Mesler-Evanswho was hospitalized after
complications from a heart catherization.

Our condolences tBeki Testand to
Candee Rothert and her family Beki's
and Candee’s fathers died recently..

Congratulations t&uy and Betsy Smalley
on the birth of Guy’s new granddaughter;
and toMarilyn and Ken Webster on the
birth of their grandson, Grant. (Proud father
Matthew grew up in our Sunday School.)
There is also good news for Marilyn as she
is doing well following a stroke last month.

A memorial service, conducted by Rev.
Wendy Fish, was held on Saturday morning,
April 19, to celebrate the life Gfony Jones
Tony and her husband, Justin, were very
active members of First UU until they
moved to Florida to spend their retirement
years. Thank you James Brown, Don
Hippensteel, Cathy Hausmann, Olwen
Firestone, Elizabeth Ann James, Vera Toran
and Jane Young for your help.

-- Jo-E. Miller and Carole Wilhelm



NOMINATING COMMITTEE REPORT

BOARD of TRUSTEESS5 to be elected (one to finish Dan Hronek’s term:

Patricia Boughton Pat and her husband Jeff, live in Reynoldsbut their two children:Trevor,
7 and Audrey, 5. Patricia worked at Nationwide hasige as a Project Manager prior to staying
home when her daughter Audrey was born. She iB®@Stewardship Committee and teaches
Sunday School.

Rich Humenick I've been a member of First UU and the choir git®95. I've also been on the
Information Technology Committee, a Youth Advisor Eenior High youth, and I'm currently a
member of the Youth Adult Steering Committee. | édp create more opportunities to involve our
youth with the church.

Kevin O’Neil No bio submitted

Sarah Graffagnino No bio submitted
One year term, to replace Dan Hronek:

Kay Gaskill Member for over 20 years. | sing in the choirvégaught Sunday School, and co-
chaired the Auction. I'm an accountant with an eegring firm and a professional photographer.
This is a wonderful, welcoming community that | idbe pleased to serve with your trust.

COMMITTEE on MINISTRY (two to be elected)

Cindy Dillard 1 grew up basically unchurched. My parents woulddsee to any non-Catholic,
non-Lutheran church that had a bus, because they atended. | came to First UU as a mother
whose kindergartner was being proselytized toskethad no "toolbag" to help her respond. Today,
my eighth-grader is a tolerant, informed, confidamtd happy young woman. Thanks, First UU.

Ginny Wemmerus No bio submitted

MODERATOR (one to be elected)

Steve Abbott Member since 1996. Served on the Worship Comen(tt8 years, including chair),

60" Anniversary Committee, Membership Committee, Mimigl Sabbatical Committee (chair),
Ministerial Intern Committee, the Board of Trustéesluding Secretary and Board Chair), and as a
Sunday School teacher and Coming of Age mentore@tiModerator.

NOMINATING COMMITTEE (4 to be elected)

Sarah Case; Karen Dawson; Shirley Lange; Geoff MizeJulie Pinsonneault;
Marilyn Page; Karen Torvik; Jack W isniewski

Biographies of the candidates for the Nominating @mittee will appear in the May 11 issue.



MARKINGS

| find myself more and more agitated as we approBelpresidential election. Whereas | always
know that there will be mud-slinging and innuendded to mix, this particular election time has
ratcheted up the mud-slinging and innuendo to pitapts for which the adjective “wicked” comes
to mind as an appropriate modifier.

Much of this has to do with the kind of deliberated malicious distortion offered by folks like
Sean Hannity of FOX news and his ilk, and a thodséoutube Hannity wanabees. And all of this
distortion focuses on a colleague | revere, Dredéah Wright of Trinity Church UCC in Chicago.

| experienced his wisdom and intelligent commentdrgeneral Assembly last year. | spoke with
him about preaching styles and how they differ leemvblack and white cultural styles in this
nation. | talked with you about him with no uncértappreciation and praise in a recent sermon.

On the same Sunday | spoke on the subject of Adability, my beloved colleague, Wayne
Arnason, up at West Shore in Cleveland, also spokide same subject, by coincidence. | quoted
him in my sermon. He used the reading from Maryw@li found. Then we shared what we had
written. He too had experienced Dr. Wright, bothalttgnding Trinity one Sunday, and by hearing
him at General Assembly, as | did. | found what Weagaid about Jeremiah Wright worthy of
reproducing here and | have his permission to do so

“One of the quotes that have been used againstVReght has him alluding to the conspiracy
theories in the black community (some studies € 6f African Americans believe this to be true)
that the government helped create AIDS as a mdgrerpetrating genocide against blacks. Well, |
don’t believe that happened for a minute. But whieear an idea like that being talked about from
the pulpit in a black church, it causes me to aBk.vAnd it causes me to turn to some facts that |
do believe: That government sponsored experimettitissyphilis on black men in Tuskegee
Alabama did happen; that environmental racism expdgrican American communities to toxins
that create diseases at a much higher rate thae edmmunities; that the health care system
contains institutional racism and discriminatioattbreates shocking disparities in health care
between black and white communities. The causealiftinis are complex, you might say, and |
know they are, but the causes of conspiracy theami¢he consciousness of African Americans are
similarly complex, and most white Americans havamterest in understanding or honoring that
complexity. What would it mean for predominantlyitghcommunities and institutions, like this
church, or like the United States government, &ptiecare about the experience of communities of
color and the complexity of reasons why they beithe way they do? Could that caring be a form
of what we’ve been calling today ‘accountability’?”

These are insightful words, and | want to offeiitiesdom as a poultice to hold against the
wounds of an election season.

The latest nonsense is an attempt to declare Dghiva secret Muslim, since for many in our
modern nation, that seems to be reason enoughdsbmeone and wish them dead. This saddens
me without measure. But | say sadness can be a susmA summons to respond to malice with
courage and truthfulness. My God, there is so nwmtk to do, in the world yes, but in our own
hearts and minds too. And why wouldn’t we wantgersd our days doing it?

| honor Dr. Wright, and count myself glad for hignmstry, prophetic presence and wisdom

Rev. Mark Belletini



Annual Spring Choirs Concert
and
A Celebration of Our Years with The Reverend WeRtbh

On the afternoon of May 10, First UU Church willdhéwo major events in one — the annual spr
choirs concert, and the honoring of Rev. Wendy Bshe prepares to leave us.

All four choirs will sing:Peace Palgyoungest childrenRising Voicegolder children) Spirit of
Life Choir (9:00 adult choir), an&irst UU Choir (11:00 adult choir).

Between the choir selections there will be testimlsron Wendy’s behalf by those who have
known the breadth of her impact on our church comitguincluding Dick Dawson, Doug Zelinsk
Rev. Susan Ritchie, and Rev. Mark Belletini. StAbbott will serve as Master of Ceremonies.

Saturday, May 10 at 4:00 pm

Followed by a reception with hors d'oeuvres,
sweets and musical entertainment by Wade Jones

- Transportation can be provided for seniors ifdegk Contact Dick Dawson: 459-0787.
- Childcare needed? Contact the church office, 2846, or e-mail marian@firstuucolumbus.org

- Questions? Contact Jeanne Sperling, 431-723Sperling@columbus.rr.com

Extra! Extra! The May 12 issue of TIME (available an newsstands May 2) — the highly
popular “TIME 100" issue — will carry the UUA ad wi th the headline, “My God is Better
Than Your God.” The first ad in this series appeared in the April 2 issue with the thought
provoking headline, "When in Doubt, Pray. When in Rayer, Doubt" The ads include an offer
for a free copy of our popular DVD “Voices of a Likeral Faith.”

Rev. Mark Belletini, Senior Minister Michael Brennan, Church Administrator
Rev. Wendy Fish, Associate Minister Marian Garcia, Administrative Assistant
Rev. Carol Brody, Minister Emerita Joe Voltolini, Bookkeeper

Caroline Balderston Parry, Interim Dir. of ReligpoEducation = Deb McGuire, Staff Secretary

Lori Jones, RE Assistant Dtippensteel, Events Coordinator
Stephanie Rottmayer, SYC Director aokb Kobayashi, Facilities Assistant
Tony McDonald, Music Director BGgatHausmann, Custodial Assistant
Doug O’Neal/Elizabeth Woodhouse, Choir Directors Bob Graffagnino, Co-Webmaster
Nathan Hamm, Pianist/Accompanist vike®'Neil, Co-Webmaster

Chas Williams, Chair, Board of Trustees Olwen Firestone, Newsletter Editor

ng



Did you buy goodies at the fabuloGs 1 bake saleon April 27? Their proceeds to date total over
$210 and will go tesupport their SJ project. From Gr.1 teacher Nikki Or&he Lifestraw is an
inexpensive and simple tool that is currently pdiwgy clean and disease-free water to many (nearly
23 million in Sub Saharan Africa!) in the develogivorld. It costs only $2 per straw (slightly more
for an in-home family straw) to provide a persothwglean drinking water for one year! Only $2!!!
The design group who developed this product hagedowith Jimmy Carter's organization, The
Carter Center, to provide clean water, and hasckeip all but eradicate Guinea Worm Disease in
many countries. But that’s not the only diseasenfughich this tool helps to protect vulnerable
people — there are many more! Please go to wwwttde.com or simply google lifestraw to find
some great information. This straw is being callgdome “one of the greatest designs so far in this
century.” The Grade 1 class is grateful, not oolglt the bakers and helpers, but to those who
donated extra money to this exciting cause.

From Kindergarten teacher DeAnne Krouse: On Afijlthe 11 am Kindergarten Class talked
aboutCharlotte's Weband the heroine spide AGNUM OPUS, a Latin phrase foGREAT
WORK . Charlotte shared with Wilber, in the chapterha tlay, that the making of her egg sac was
her MAGNUM OPUS. The children worked on drawing soafi their great work/ something they
are proud of. We hope they shared these PROUD mismath their families and friends.

The Kindergarteners do so well in welcoming radadren to their group, sharing their stories,
and respecting one another's uniqueness. Thatdayrtbey became a large spider egg sac, and
were balled up together, with a protective shiglikey then broke free from the sac, becoming
spiders themselves, venturing out for food, andalisring their surroundings. One child shared
that she was getting a new kitty, because a freendt had five kittens. This story allowed for
further discussion about how the cat is no longegpant, and that she gave birth. The group then
drew a picture of a pig with piglets. They wereeatd choose if the pig was still pregnant, or & th
mamma pig had already given birth to the piglete. Walked outside, too, and discovered that our
tulips are now in full bloom, and that so much hagun to grow in our special place. On April 27,
we picnicked there! Spring brings new life in pgrdpiders, insects, birds and animals.

Interested in joining our cadre of dedicated teachs like Nikki or DeAnne? Sign up boards
are posted in the SS Info Area, and | am eager talk with any potential volunteers for next
year. It is my goal to have a full roster of teachs and helpers for the new DRE. We expect
him/her to arrive in late July —contact me soon plase!

BOOK NEWS:

1) Review by Debbie Shaaf Parenting Beyond Belief: On Raising Ethical, Carinjids without
Religion, edited by Dale McGowan. Published by AMACOM (diwis of the American
Management Association), 2007. You can see the @fldontents at http://catdir.loc.gov/catdir/toc/
ecip075/2006038883.html or check out the R.E.L¥papy available in the Sunday School Info
Area. This is a 290 page book of essays about baaige children to think for themselves on
religion and ethical questions. Since | am onénef'believers” (in religion) in this church (or neor
accurately, a believer with a lot of questions/deyl was curious to see if the approach of the
secular writers represented was extremely conddswpmegative, or angry towards believers --it

10



is not. Instead, the book is a very thoughtful retreatment of a tough subject, showing respect for
believers, while showing secular parents how td a&h a surrounding culture of teachers, govern-
ment, social systems and holidays that is steapegligion. The emphasis is on distinguishing
between the rights of all to believe or not as theg fit, and to confront “fundamentalists” (detine
as those wanting to convert all others to theiretigl vs. “believers” who have a right to look la¢ t
world as they see fit), government entities, schoelc. In addition, there are several essays from
people living in "mixed" marriages/unions - oneguer of belief, the other humanist or atheist. |
also think that this book is not just for parentsfound it very helpful and enlightening in many
ways. Unitarian Universalism is mentioned in masgays. Only one writer so far, in my opinion,
borders on sarcasm towards believers, and | anthiralfigh the book.

2) More news aboutvhy Are All The Black Kids Sitting Together in th€afeteria?To date we

have sold about 20 copies of this “must read” (MBeKetini’'s recommendation), and some half
dozen people have indicated their interest in fgradiscussion group based on the bookThe

Adult Enrichment Programs (AEP) Committee interastart at least one such group as a part of its
new summer programming (watch for brochure in Még/!"). If you are interested in taking part,
please let the RE office or AEP table know yourfgmed day of week and time of meeting. As of
the end of April, there are still seven copiesdale and one to borrow.

4) Your Interim DRE’s previous and future life as anauthor Before | worked in Religious
Education | wrote and published two substantiarimfation books for older children, both of which
are for sale at our church bUUktable. | wanted tmkinow about these before | move on in July,
and this particular column with its focus on bodrken Charlotte’s Welithrough ones on parenting
and racism, is a good place to spread the watls Celebrate Canada’s Special Dagsndeed
about holidays in Canada, but it has a seasonal &ad gives good background for different ethnic
and religious groups — all of which applies on bsittes of the border. You may need to “translate”
some of the material, as well as update it, batstill a grand resource. I'm proud that this book
stayed in print for over 20 years and sold ove080,copies, and I'd love to share one with you
and/or your family. My second bodleanora’s Diary, The Journals of a Canadian Pion&al, is
for history and diary buffs. Based on the genuinélbood diaries of a girl who emigrated from
England to Ontario in 1835, traveling through Newrk State , it includes lots of her doodles and
art. Not as gripping as a novel or a detectiveystout a fascinating look at life over 170 years,ag
through a child’s eyes, with my commentary to elateé the times.

WORKSHOP“Talking with Children about our UU Theology™ North UU Congregation in
Lewis Center is offering an exciting workshop $aturday, May 3, 9:30 — 12 nogted by

NUUC's own Religious Education Consultant, DRE am@il know UU curriculum writer, Katie
Erslev, from Colorado. Childcare is provided anteast two people have told me they will attend
with me. Please join us —call the RE Office heresgerve your place and make plans.

Caroline Balderston Parry

P.S. Some of you also know that | had applied tthbgpermanent DRE at the Toronto First
Unitarian Congregation. However, there were somgswawhich the position was not a good fit,
and recently | have felt more and more longingddogck to my little house in Ottawa, so when |
learned | did not get the job, | was not devastabet decided to go home and try to write (and
finish!) a few more books. Stay tuned! Blessings.
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Monday, May 5, 2008
6:15 p.m.-Registration

Veterans Memorial

300 W. Broad Street

| was very angry when | heard ... these complairfter Ahinking it over, | brought
charges against the nobles and the officials; tgaithem, “You are all taking
interest from your own people.” And | called a graasembly to deal with them.

(Nehemiah 5:6-7)
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