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WORSHIP SERVICES
April Theme: Freedom
April 17, 2011

9:15 A.M. & 11:00 A.M.

Rev. Mark Belletini

“Remarkably Free: a Radical Passion Play for Our Days”
This will be an unusual service in form. Also Social Justice Offering
April 24, 2011 9:15 A.M. & 11:00 A.M.

Rev. Mark Belletini

“To Rise at Anything That Is Not the Law of Happiness”
Easter Sunday and the Flower Ceremony. See Markings on page 10.
May Theme: Community
May 1, 2011 9:15 A.M. & 11:00 A.M.

Rev. Mark Belletini
“Communities of Resistance”

►"Getting to Know UU" meets Sunday mornings in Slowter Lounge, following each service. Anyone interested in
learning more about Unitarian Universalism and about the First UU Church of Columbus is welcome.
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Wednesday, April 13, 2011
8:00a UU Food Co-op
1:00p Archives Organizing
6:00p Movement Choir Rehearsal
7:00p Covenant Grp Steering; Memoir writing
7:00p Community and Questing
7:30p Yoga; Women's Spirituality; Personnel
Thursday, April 14, 2011
9:30a Improvisational Dance
6:30p Vegan Cooking
7:00p Expressive Collage; RE Council
7:00p Building & Grounds
7:30p Chalice Choir; A House for Hope
Friday, April 15, 2011
12:00p Cooking for Faith Mission
7:30p Menu for the Future
Saturday, April 16, 2011
8:30a Zen Meditation
9:00a Path to Membership
11:00a Improv Dance II; Sound Team
11:00a RDTF ESOL Tutoring
3:00p Settlers 30-Something
7:30p Youth Talent Nite II
Sunday, April 17, 2011
8:45a Breakfast
9:15/11:00a Worship Service; Sunday School
10:15a Choir Warmup
10:30a/12:15p Getting to Know UU
11:00a Coming of Age
12:30p Strategic Planning
1:00p Youth Group; Prehistoric Goddess
1:30p Wellspring
2:00p PFLAG
6:30p Partners/Duplicate Bridge (499-2434)
Monday, April 18, 2011
7:00p UU Dance Fellowship; Building Committee
Tuesday, April 19, 2011
9:30a Archives Organizing
10:00a Laughter & Lunch
1:00p Cancer Support Group
(Please contact eschof1835@columbus.rr.com)
6:30p Peace Pals Choir
7:00p Zen Meditation; Rising Voices; Book Bites
7:00p Sound Techs; Stewardship Committee
7:30p Finance Committee
7:45p Spirit of Life Choir
Wednesday, April 20, 2011
1:00p Archives Organizing
5:00p Campfire Girls and Boys

7:00p Membership Committee; UU Humanists
7:30p Yoga; Women's Spirituality
Thursday, April 21, 2011
9:30a Improvisational Dance
6:30p Socinian Communion
7:00p Communications Committee
7:30p Chalice Choir Rehearsal; The Healing Journey
Friday, April 22, 2011
6:30p Passover Seder
7:00p Youth Group Overnight
7:30p Menu for the Future
Saturday, April 23, 2011
8:30a Zen Meditation
Sunday, April 24, 2011 Easter
8:45a Breakfast; Leadership Development Com.
9:15/11:00a Worship Service; Sunday School
10:15a Choir Warmup
10:30a/12:45p Getting to Know UU
11:00a Coming of Age
1:00p UU Visual Artists
6:00p Bridge Group (499-2434)
7:00p Big History
Monday, April 25, 2011
6:45p GLBT Book Discussion Group
7:00p UU Dance Fellowship
7:00p Funeral Consumers Alliance
Tuesday, April 26, 2011
9:30a Archives; Newsletter Folding
10:00a The Artist’s Way for Women
1:00p Cancer Support Group (see 4/5)
6:30p Peace Pals Choir
7:00p Zen Meditation; Being Atheist or Agnostic
7:00p Rising Voices Choir; Goddesses in Training
7:30p Men’s Spirituality
7:45p Spirit of Life Choir
Wednesday, April 27, 2011
1:00p Archives Organizing
6:00p Movement Choir Rehearsal
7:00p Board of Trustees; Memoir Writing
7:00p Community & Questing
7:30p Yoga; Women's Spirituality
FOCUUS (ages 18-35) meets on Mondays at OSU,
7:30p; forrester.15@buckeyemail.osu.edu
The Discoverer - Next Issue - Sunday, April 24
Deadline: 1:00p - Hard copy in yellow folder
6:00p - e-mail copy to olwfire@yahoo.com

6:00p Movement Choir Rehearsal
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LINKS
Not every story has a happy ending, even at church.
Last Sunday, after the second service and before the
Wellspring group, Florence Jain both gently and intently
pulled me aside to show me something.
The “something” in question was a mother duck,
nesting atop 14 eggs out in the small woods between our
main parking area and Panera’s. Wow. It seemed like a
long way to go to take the kids for a swim down at the
Olentangy River, but what do I know about raising
ducklings?
Our Coming of Age class was planning to clear out the
invasive honeysuckle from the woods as a pre-Arbor
Day project, so we put a pause on that plan for a while.
And so we rested in the happy knowledge that we were
host to another young family.
And then as I was coming in to work on Tuesday,
Deb Baillieul was out by the woods, leading a class from
the School for Young Children. They were looking for
the nest of ducks, but what they found was not what they
hoped for. During the night some critter, likely a dog,
raided the nest and did away with the duck family. As I
said, not every story has a happy ending.
Before long, the COA class will go to work on the
honeysuckle. After clearing things out in our little woods,
they’ll set up a picnic table and decorate it as only they
can. There will still be beauty and vitality back in that
corner of our property. And still, I won’t be alone in
wishing I’d had a chance to see those little ducklings
break out of their shells and begin to make their way in
the world.
Amid everything else going on, this is a minor story at
best. But it is still part of the overall fabric of life: rallies
at the Statehouse; last minute politicking in Washington;
wastewater released into the ocean; a phone call to a
long-absent friend...as history is fashioned by it all.
in peace,
Rev. Eric Meter
CHURCH NEWS
ABD NEWS Congratulations to our Annual Budget
Drive raffle winners: Doris Oursler, Cynthia Hansen,
Linda Miller, Barry Keenan, Chuck Wolfe, and
Cathy Elkins.
Thank you to all our generous members who returned
their pledge forms by April 3. This makes the job easier
for our volunteers who will be making follow-up phone
calls to folks we haven't heard from.
Our focus this year, to tie the pledge campaign with
the Strategic Planning Committee's role through an
appreciative inquiry process, reached well over 100

members and friends through direct conversations to
help connect our stewardship with the church's mission
and vision. Though the economy is showing signs of
springtime, we know it is still a tough time for many
people within our faith community and the broader
central Ohio area. We thank everyone for
giving generously and realistically, out of hope and
mutual aspiration. In giving, we are engaging in an act of
deep hospitality and spiritual leadership.
Thanks - Patricia Boughton, Stewardship
FIRST UU LEADERS The Leadership Development
Committee is considering candidates for leadership
positions, including Moderator, Board of Trustees, and
new LDC members among others. If you are interested
in being considered for a leadership position, please
contact any of the Leadership Development Committee
members whose names and contact information are in
the Church Directory, or please contact its Chair, Ross
Schifano 887-9234, rschifano@yahoo.com
RULES CHANGE The Strategic Planning Committee
is being re-constituted as a Committee of the Board with
a revised charter. As this is a change in the Standing
Rules, the revised charter will be posted on the bulletin
board for review. Questions or comments may be
directed to any Board member. Final review and a vote
is planned for the next meeting of the Board on
Wednesday, April 27. Current members of the proposed
committee, if approved, are: Anita Bucknam, Jeff
Boughton, Jim Conlan, Sarah Graffagnino, Bob
Letcher, Dennis Rankin and Doug Rossiter; there are
two vacancies on the proposed committee at this point.
Interested church members, please contact Leadership
Development, Jim Conlan or Rev. Eric Meter.
MISSING UUs On Sundays, most of us notice who is at
the service. But we often forget about someone we
haven’t seen for a month or more. To help strengthen
our community, the Membership Team asks each of you
to identify one or more people you haven’t seen for a
while, and give them a jingle. To keep everyone from
starting at the beginning, we suggest you start with those
with the same letter as your last name. Thank you for
reaching out.
INTERGEN CIRCLE SUPPERS Back by popular
demand: Inter-generational Circle Suppers, connecting
people of all ages! It’s a good way to meet new
people. Suppers are scheduled for Saturday, May 21 and
June 11. Sign ups are April 17 through May 1, in
Fellowship Hall, following both services. Questions?
Call Gail Hall at 326-0344 or email:
mintjuleps@gailsporch.com
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GARDENING CLUB On Sunday, May 1, the club will
hold an all-church event to: swap leftover seeds
and share extra seedlings/garden plants. Please plan to
bring seedlings and plants in individual containers (with
tags). Then, at 12:45 we'll have a brown-bag meeting to
discuss: container gardening, composting, and "don't buy
or plant that." Everyone is warmly invited to attend. -Anita Bucknam, Pam Hussen, Chris Hardin
BOOKBITES April 19 in Slowter Lounge, 7-9pm.
April is Poetry month, so our topic is Poetry Around the
World. Kathleen Boston 262-4025
SEDER PLANNED Our 2011 Passover Seder will be
celebrated on Friday, April 22 at 6:30pm. The supper is
a fixed menu with both vegetarian and non-vegetarian
items; the program consists of many readings and poems
and ritual actions, as well as stories. It’s for families,
with childcare for the very youngest children. The dinner
will be $10 per adult, $5 for children. The actual supper
won't get started until 7:30pm, so schedule your meals
earlier in the day with that knowledge.
This beautiful tradition celebrates both the wonders
and the difficulties and the resistances surrounding the
great call to freedom. RSVP to Cindy Dillard
(cynthia.dillard6@gmail.com)
GLTBQ & ALLIES BOOK GROUP The next meeting
of the First UU GLBTQ & Allies book group will take
place on Monday, April 25, 6:45 to 9:45pm in room 7.
During our meeting this month, we will be watching
the movie version of the play Angels in America by Tony
Kushner, Part I. Please note the different meeting times:
6:45-9:45 pm. We are currently deciding on the best date
and time to watch Part II in May.
Our next regular meeting after that will be held on
Monday, June 27, 7:30-9:30pm. We will be discussing
the written and movie versions of this Pulitzer prizewinning play.
The book group is open to all, regardless of orientation
or gender expression. Also, as each book stands alone,
participants may attend this session, regardless of
whether they attended previous ones. Contact Caroline
Rayner, crayner@columbus.rr.com or 447-1167.
THE HEALING JOURNEY Are you experiencing
grief due to the loss of a family member or other loved
one, a job or the pain of another unwelcome life
transition? If so, The Healing Journey might be for you.
Together we share our stories and learn how much we
have in common with others who have known the
experience of loss. The group will meet from 7:30pm to
9pm on Thursday nights from April 21 to May 26. For
further information and to register, please call Rev. Eric
at 267-4946, ext. 23.

WOMEN’S SPIRITUALITY Wednesday at 7:30pm
April 13 – Women poets; April 20 – Celebration of
Easter, spring and spiritual poems – all; April 27,
Talking Circle about spring.
April 24 is Easter. Let’s wear our hats!
-- Jeanni Ray
BOTO The bUUkstore's ever-popular "Bring One/Take
One" will be Sunday, May 8 (Mother's Day).
This quarterly book swap is a great way to clear out nolonger-wanted books and make way for new
ones! Take/bring as many books as you like, but please
bring books that morning only.
WHO AM I: AGES 1 TO 100 This summer's art will
be self portraits of church members. Make your SELF
PORTRAIT based on what you like to do/what you
believe/what you look like/what you love. It does not
have to look like you (although this is welcomed). This
art includes 2-D, 3-D, and words (poetry in large
print). All works must be framed with a wire for
hanging. This is open to adults and children. One to two
pieces per artist. The show will be July 1- August 28.
Take-in dates are Sunday, June 26, 11-12 and Monday,
June 27, 5-6 pm. If you wish to participate please email
Deb Baillieul, debbsyc@yahoo.com, 614-447-1223.
WELCOME NEW MEMBERS Marilyn Beerman,
Tom Beerman, Allie Bonsteel, Bill Fiorini, Hans Kohles,
Linda Loesch, Karen Squires, Gary Stetler, Gwyn
Stetler, JayR Thrush, Judy Thrush
RAFTING Spring is in the air, so you are invited to an
all church white water rafting trip!
We will be rafting the Gauley and New River in West
Virginia. We will leave the church at 10:00am on
May 28 for our 3 1/2 hour drive to the Class VI site for
platform tent camping. We will raft on Sunday and
return to Columbus on Monday. The cost will be about
$120.00 per person. Fee covers rafting and lodging.
Meals will be on your own except Sunday lunch and
dinner and Monday breakfast. There are many options
for non rafters. Families are welcome but children need
to be over 12 for rafting. Child care is the responsibility
of parents. For more information- check the website
www.classVI.com or talk to Chuck Wolfe 337-9620 or
Pat Larson 268-7670.
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SOCIAL JUSTICE
CSTB Care and Share Time Bank is a Columbus,
Ohio-based umbrella network of community groups
based on Time Credits, the currency of equally valued
services, the exchange of which empowers individual to
utilize their assets, to enhance their lives, neighborhood
and communities. An organizing and information
potluck is planned for Friday, April 29, at 6:00pm in the
Simply Living office, located in the Maynard Avenue
United Methodist Church: 2350 Indianola Ave. Join us
for food, fellowship and learn how to use this “currency”
and how to navigate the new website

Stop Wasting Money!
Stop Wasting Lives!
 Think of the lives wasted behind bars when
alternatives would not only save money but help an
offender into a more productive life and reduce the
crime and violence in our community.
 Think of the lives wasted and the costs to us all when
people with diseases that could be managed with
sustained primary care get, instead, inconsistent care
in emergency rooms.
 Think of the lives wasted when students end up in
gangs, or just lose hope, because no one has given
them enough support to keep them in school and
learning.
 Think of the danger and blight of abandoned
properties in Franklin County, which could be
demolished or rehabbed with money from tax liens
now going to private investors.
Three thousand (3,000) people at Veterans Memorial
for the BREAD Nehemiah Action Meeting on Monday,
May 2, 6:45pm–8:30pm will make enough of an
impression on invited public and private officials to get
real and measurable changes made to alleviate this waste
of lives and money.
Please help to increase the numbers, therefore the
power to influence, by bringing your entire family,
neighbors, colleagues, etc. Get tickets from the First UU
BREAD Justice Network member who contacts you, or
at the BREAD table after services in Fellowship Hall.
Power at its best is love implementing the demands of
justice. Justice at its best is love correcting everything
that stands against love. M.L. King, Jr. (1968)
Alice Rathburn, 895-2109, 563-0536, or
alice37@insight.rr.com. For general information and the
newest newsletter, go to www.breadcolumbus.org

FOOD PANTRY NEWS A big thank you to Steve
Lefevre who traveled to Mineral, Ohio with my mother
(Jackie Angelino) and me. He immediately went to work
and didn’t stop for the next four hours!
The program which helps the pantry buy fresh produce
from local farmers is going to be cut by $500,000 for the
next year. This is a significant loss for the farmers, the
pantry and the local clients. (Fresh produce is one of the
best and healthiest items given out by the pantry.) First,
food stamps were cut by 40%, then the funds for the
office for Appalachia in Ohio were cut in half, and now
this $500,000 cut. Two weeks ago, I talked to the
second-in-command at Athens County Jobs and Family
Services, and was told that the request for food stamps
has increased by at least 1% every month and now food
prices have taken a noticeable jump, due to the rise in
gas and grain prices.
The good news is that all of you who donate to our
Athens/Appalachia food pantry project do make a BIG
difference. To all of you, a huge thank you. As Martin
Luther King said, “It is always the right time to do the
right thing.”
The greatest need is food, especially peanut butter and
other children-friendly high protein items. We also need
fresh fruits and vegetables. When you are planting your
gardens, think of planting extra to donate to those less
fortunate. This would be a good time to start helping.
Although it looks like a lot of food on my cart each
Sunday, the donations would usually only fill one food
box for one family in need. We can do better!
I promise to make it easy for you to help others who
are not able to help themselves. Many of the pantry’s
clients are elderly, physically or mentally disabled, or
single mothers. Many are out of options and this is their
last resort.
Another way to help is by bringing in your empty
aluminum cans to be recycled for cash, which I use to
buy food for the pantry. Those cans could not have a
more noble demise!
As we approach Easter, please remember: $25 buys a
ham and food box for two families; $15 for one. All
donations are tax deductible. Please stop and see me at
the Social Justice table on Sunday morning. Thanks.
-- Jacques Angelino
CARING CORNER
Congratulations to Laurie and James Brown who are
the proud parents of Vaughn Robert Brown, born on
March 24; to Chuck Wolfe who has been named
Executive Director of Cat Welfare Association; and to
Rev. Eric Meter who celebrated the anniversary of his
ordination into the ministry, March 28, 1998.
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We send caring thoughts to Gordon Miller. He was
admitted briefly to Riverside with heart problems. He
was able to return home to recuperate.
Our condolences to Pam Hussen on the death of her
father-in-law recently.

CARING TABLE We are in need of volunteers to sit
at the Caring Table on Sunday mornings. This
is a wonderful way to meet people and to serve this
important part of life at First UU. It's a once a month
commitment for first or second service, and you won't
miss the service. Please contact Jane Reisman,
(jnreisman@aol.com), or Ohma Willette,
(ohmawi@gmail.com), for more information.

UA 50th Anniversary General Assembly in Charlotte, NC, June 22-26 – Don’t Miss It!
One of the biggest secrets of our denomination is this: General Assembly is really fun, stimulating, educational,
broadening, rewarding and satisfying! (Ask any of our participants from previous years.) Yet some years we have not
credentialed our authorized complement of delegates. Let’s not let that happen this year.
You can register for the June 22-26 Charlotte, NC 50th Anniversary event on line at www.uua.org/ga, and please note that
“early registration rates” go away on May 2. Information on hotel options is available and reservations can be made on
the web site.
Choose from a wide variety of educational, spiritual, denominational, leadership, and entertaining sessions throughout the
week as well as inspirational gatherings, services and programs – and take some time to visit the many attractions in
Charlotte. There’s literally something for every interest at GA!
There’s a special program for youth (those who have completed 9th – 12th grades), and children’s programs for those six
months to 14 years (in both cases, accompanied by an adult). First UU’s Leadership Development Committee has a
scholarship program that has funds allocated to GA scholarships. Eligible candidates may be able to receive contributions
towards registration costs. The GA Planning Committee also has a matching grant scholarship fund to increase economic
accessibility.
Can’t attend yourself, but would like to help interested persons who would like to attend but face financial
limitations? For more information, and for those attending to obtain your delegate credentials, contact our ministers or
Michael Greenman (mgreenman@wowway.com or 614-898-5825). We’ll hold meetings among past and future GA
attendees as we have an idea regarding who is planning to attend.
First UU Committees

SOCIAL COMMITTEE

When I was new at First UU, I felt an atmosphere of friendly "busyness" about the place. When I spoke to the Chairman
of the Social Committee, James Brown, for this article, I found out what created that pleasant feeling. The Social
Committee really is friendly and busy!
Some of the activities they facilitate are the Bridge Club, Gardening Group, camping group, Labor Day Retreat and Chili
Cook off. Right now Inter-Generational Circle Suppers are being planned. This is a great way to make new friends. If you
need more information on this activity, contact Gail Hall at mintjuleps@gailsporch.com
In addition, the Social Committee has ongoing events such as First Friday and the annual church picnic in August. The
committee is always in need of volunteers, especially for facilitators at First Friday to keep the potluck running. As
facilitator, you will give announcements, ask for birthdays, joys and sorrows, and coordinate the activities for the evening.
If you choose you may facilitate an activity yourself for the program part of the evening planned for after the meal. If you
are interested, please contact James Brown at info@brownj.net soon.
If you would like to run a social activity of your own at the church – it’s easy. Just come up with a proposal and request.
Turn it in to the committee and, if it is something that benefits church members by furthering the church mission and
vision of building community, then you're in! They will get you the space and give you the support to get started.
Our current Chair, James Brown, has been doing a wonderful job, but will be stepping down soon and does not know who
will be replacing him. If you are interested in this fun position, please let James or Gail know as soon as possible.
-- Patti Monroe, Communications Committee
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FROM THE ARCHIVES
Rev. John E. Evans and the First Unitarian Church 1956 - 1963 Part II
Rev. John Evans was a political activist, an atheist and a religious man; for a time, he found being a Unitarian or Unitarian
Universalist, minister a way to put his liberal social ideas into practice for the benefit of people. While he was in
Columbus he was often interviewed for the Religion Section in the local newspapers, especially the Columbus Citizen
Journal. He used these interviews to explain the Unitarian way of worshipping and being together. Rev. Evans: “While
Unitarians believe in freedom of conscience, they do not follow every wind of doctrine or accept uncritically whatever
they read or hear. To believe, in the Unitarian sense, is to arrive at conviction through mental discipline and labor of the
spirit and the heart.”
He was the minister here when the First Unitarian Church on W. Weisheimer was occupied (March 1961) and dedicated
(October 1961). During the following years, he wrote a letter to each member inviting that individual to express his or her
opinion (or vote) regarding the merging or consolidating of the Unitarians and the Universalists.
He left here in 1963. Later he resigned from the ministry to devote himself to political activism.
In his retirement in Michigan 1995, he found that he was getting very short of breath. He learned quickly that he was
dying of pulmonary fibrosis. He and his wife, Jan Evans-Tiller, sought the help of Dr. Kevorkian who was well known
for assisting individuals in dying. Kevorkian and his assistant went to the Evans’s home “in the predawn darkness of
May 8, 1995. . . John Evans died, sitting in his favorite chair in the living room.” (Detroit Free Press, originally
published March 5, 1997)
We hope to find out more about Rev. Evans as the archives research continues.
Through the sermons and articles we have of our early ministers, we hope to be able to follow the theological path First
Unitarian Universalist Church has followed.
(Sources: the newsletters, orders of service, newspaper articles, letters and the internet.)
-- Linda Thompson, Historian

Touching Our Community
Recently, as I was getting lunch, the manager approached me, and said, "Haven't we met before? You look really
familiar." As he is half my age, I figured he wasn't coming on to me. I indicated that I work at First UU and lunched there
often.
"Oh, that's it! You spoke at a special meeting there a couple of weeks ago, didn't you? Thank you so much for what you
said. I was very impressed." He was referring to the Racial Unity service where I spoke about immigration. With a
Spanish surname and something of an accent, I figured he knows something about immigration.
We talked for a few minutes. He said that some friends had invited him to the service and he was very impressed. He
wanted to know when there would be more. We spoke a little about immigration and about the work he does with the
Catholic Diocese. I agreed to contact him about upcoming immigration and Unity events and we have exchanged emails.
I want to thank the Racial Diversity Task Force, now merging with the Social Justice Committee to form JAM, Justice
Action Ministry. They have expanded my world in Columbus and opened the door to friendships, as well as making a
name for First UU in an ever-growing circle of community.
-------
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I spoke recently at a press conference on an anti-immigrant initiative from Homeland Security called Secure
Communities. It was there that I learned about the deportation of Columbus artist Santiago Pablo. He came to the US from
Mexico with his two sons on a work visa 13 years ago. He has been generous with his time and talent in Columbus. The
recent economic downturn forced him to sell his home and move with his fiancée, sons and 6-year-old to an apartment.
The regular update of his visa did not find him in his new place, so he missed signing the form. The ICE agents did find
him and arrested him in front of the 6-year-old. He was deported two days later, not allowing him time or the means to file
any appeal. His older son is turning 18 and has been notified that he will have to leave by June and miss his final year of
high school. The young man entered legally, not illegally, yet he has no legal options. And, I wonder, are they not also
members of our community?
May all be well,
Jolinda, Director of Religious Education, 614-267-4946, ext. 28. Office hours: Monday-Thursday, 1- 6 pm
Religious Education News
Talking with Children About Race: May 1, 2pm Nationally-recognized expert on talking with children about race, Dr.
Jeane Copenhaver-Johnson, will lead a conversation with First UU and SYC parents and teachers on the topic. This OSU
professor's research convinces her that avoiding talk about race in our homes and classrooms leaves our children
vulnerable to the racism that permeates our culture. She has some recommendations about how to go about talking with
children in ways that help children rather than leave them in the dark. She has published two practical papers - one for
parents and another for teachers.
Invite your friends, regardless of their religion. This is a special opportunity to get some of your questions
answered. Families that attend at 11 am may want to bring your lunch. The RE Council will supply lemonade and tea. We
will have childcare. Please email dre@firstuucolumbus.org if you need childcare so we can plan for enough space and
supervision.
Play with Our Littlest Ones We have openings now and next year for those who would like to spend a Sunday morning
every six weeks, playing with our toddlers or our babies. We have regular leaders in those rooms. You just have to help.
To volunteer, email dre@firstuucolumbus.org or stop by the Sunday School Table on Sunday.
We are looking for teachers for our preschool and kindergarten teaching teams for next year. The kindergarten program
features weekly visits outdoors and lots of experiences with the cycle of life. Toward the end of each year they read
Charlotte's Web. The preschoolers will be using an adaptation of a curriculum centered on love as a core UU value. The
new year begins in mid September. There will be orientation and lots of support from Faith Development Associates.
Email dre@firstuucolumbus.org or drop by the Sunday School Table.
Broaden your teen's experience and leadership skills CIFY is looking for Interfaith bridge-building UU Youth, ages
13-19! ColumbusInterFaith Youth are busy with preparations for work projects around town focusing on their chosen
theme for 2011--Hunger. We have Muslim, Jewish, UU, Christian, Hindu and Questioning youth coming together on the
2nd and 4th Sunday afternoons throughout the year between 2 and 4pm. This group was born at First UU. Contact Sami or
Lauri Nandyal or Allegra or Susan Roscigno. Or call the RE Office at 267-4946, ext 28.
First UU Sunday School premieres on YouTube The video Listening Is Important, created by the 11 am 4th & 5th
grade group with the help of Ben Sostrom, has been posted to the new First UU Columbus YouTube channel. You can
find it at: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g_8BpsO5NiU
The 11am 2nd and 3rd grade group also created videos of interviews of adults talking about memorable times when
listening made a difference will soon be posted to the new channel (FirstUUColumbus) in a private section. Parents will
receive email information about how to access them.
Share Your Story of Freedom Whether it's a personal story of a struggle that led to freedom or the story of the Exodus,
as told through a modified Haggadah, come share it with our elementary kids in Sunday School in April. The DRE can
help you with your story and with activities. See the Sunday School Table or email dre@firstuucolumbus.org.
Great Opportunities with Teens Next Year Every other year our middle schoolers engage with the major religions.
Typically, for two weeks they learn about a religion and then visit the house of worship the third week. The final week
they engage in some reflection on the religion and on our own. We need one teacher at 9:15 and one at 11. We also need
people who have studied or practiced a world religion to serve as experts on individual religions.
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The first half of the year the high school group has OWL, the sexuality curriculum. The second half the group selects the
curriculum they want to work with. If you like to discuss values and theology and support youth going through a pivotal
period in their lives, we can use you.
Call or email Jolinda Stephens, 267-4946, ext 28, dre@firstuucolumbus.org.
Congratulations to Delaney Meyers and Kelsey Pierson
These two Youth Group leaders just completed the Ohio DREAM Act Youth Empowerment Summit. They were on the
winning team for planning a DREAM Act event. Watch for information about their special event
Adult Enrichment Programs
Vegan Ins and Outs - April 14 and 28 from 6:30 to 7:30. Join Megan and Barbie Luna to explore, taste and discuss the
“ins” and “outs” of eating a vegan diet. In our first session, we will experience the joys and tricks to preparing a delicious
vegan meal “In” your home for your family and/or guests. We will also explore essential vegan pantry items, “go-to”
recipes, and taste some of our favorite vegan creations.
In the second session, we will talk about eating “Out” (i.e. in others’ homes). We will discuss and taste great potluck
recipes, party favorites, and explore how to talk with your host and other guests about your vegan diet. This is not a
cooking class, but rather a discussion/tasting group. Registration required. Materials charge
Prehistoric Goddess – Read Laughter of Aphrodite by Carol Christ for discussion on April 17, 1:00pm.
Big History – April 24, 7-9pm. The Journey of Man video. The when, why and where to of migrations out of Africa –
and further extensions elsewhere – are explored by a British geneticist. P.S. Feminists: the male “y” chromosome was
used for the research. Perhaps this justifies the use of the word “Man” in these studies?! Join us anyone. Please be there
before 7:00pm to save disruption in the event that more chairs need to be added. Reservations appreciated: 433-0363.
Voluntary Simplicity – May 1, 1:00pm. Introduction to this Simply Living/Earth Institute course. Please ask for details
at the Adult Education Programs table. Please register at 433-0363 by April 24.
A weekly Walking in Nature Fridays at 9:30am. Meet in the Nature Center parking lot at Highbanks Metro
Park. Come and celebrate spring with a one hour walk for exercise and an appreciation of nature, the changing seasons,
and the web of life. Contact Erica Scurr at escurr@juno.com or 740-549-1518.

YOUTH TALENT NITE II
Saturday, April 16, 7:30pm
In the Worship Center
Come and support First UU’s highly talented and creative young people
as they sing, play, speak and do other amazing stuff!
It was great fun last year, and will be even better this year!

MARKINGS

9

I asked Stephanie Rottmeyer, the wonderful Director of our School for Young Children (SYC) about the graduates of our
esteemed school. It’s been around for decades, and I figured there were some stories in its history that would be lovely to
share. I will share some of these with you in these Markings columns. They are about alumni of the school.
David Auburn is a playwright, screenwriter, director. He was born in Chicago in 1969. Raised in Ohio where his parents
were First UU members, he attended SYC. Eventually he attended the University of Chicago where he studied political
philosophy. At the time, Auburn did not know he wanted to be a writer, but he joined a student group that performed
comedy sketches. Auburn started writing some of the sketches and found he had a talent for it. He then started to write
longer pieces. After Auburn graduated in 1991, he won a writing fellowship offered by Steven Spielberg’s Amblin
Productions, and he moved to Los Angeles to learn the craft of screenwriting. He won the Pulitzer Prize in Drama for his
play Proof (2001) which was then adapted for the screen, starring Anthony Hopkins and Gwyneth Paltrow. He also wrote
the screenplay for The Lake House.
Coming up: the Seder on Friday evening in Fellowship Hall, April 22 at 6:30pm (best to sign up during coffee hour) and
Socinian Communion on Thursday, April 21 at 6:30 pm in the Worship Center. You do not have to be Jewish to be part of
the Seder, nor Christian to be part of the communion. And, especially for newer members and friends, remember that
Easter, April 24, is the Flower Ceremony. Please bring a cut flower for each member of your family for the common
vessel and sharing. Thanks.
I do intend to go up to Michigan right after the Mother’s Day Celebration.
Rev. Mark Belletini
The Inner Flame (excerpted from Antonio De Nicolas)
Remembering the God to Come

1988

Spring does not reach my soul
until the lilacs surrounding my home
dye the whole countryside
mauve.
My soul then, with mauve passion
climbs the tiny trees
and the clouds with a mauve embrace
of the whole creation
that every year lasts
just two weeks.
I know they will return next year
the same shape,
the same color
the same scent
different lilacs that will make me young
again
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